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-Webster and the Souath Carolina Doctrine
IONG the names of~ the wvorld's illustriaus men) the
recozids of whose Iive-; are transmitted to us in history
a nd inbio-raphical sketches. that of Daniel Webster

- holds a niost emiinent place. This remarkahle mani,
born and brought up in the backwoods of Newv Hampshire, stands
as -the most distinguished American statesman and orator.
Wlien we consider his humble origin, the place o' his birth, and
the innurnerable disadvantages he labored under, wve cannot f ail to
admire bim, and find his lilfe and character a mast interesting, and
instructive study. The first thought that cornes to our-minds is,

*how did he rise to such greatnessP To answer this question fully
wvould necessitate a sketch of his wbole lire, but a fev remai-ks
%vill give us an idea. As a student he wvas a success : as a lawvyer
be was without an equal in bis day; as a wvriter he exhibited genius
and talent ; as a citizen bis patriotic principles xwere an example
for ail true Americans ; and Iastly, as a statesman and orator he
wvas superior to any other that Amnerica has yet produced. Hijs
successes in ail these spheres, enough to satisfy the ambition of any
man, were ail outshone by one oration, the memory of which time
wvilI neyer efface. This was hi% famous speech in reply to Hayne,
delive??ed in the U. S. Senate, Janua:y 26th, 1830.

The circumstances of this noted oratorical passage are as fol-
lo{vs : On the 29th of December, 1829, a resolut ion was moved
by Mr. Foote, a Senater from Connecticut, involving the question

* of limiting.or extending, the survey and sale it public lands.
The protracted débate on this resolution %vas made the means of a
ràmbling discussion of party and sectional différences, and even of -

personal attacks on the part -of the speakers. General Hayne. of
South Carolina, one of the debators, in a speech delivered on
J anuary i 9th, 18.30, made a fev reniarks on the subject under
discussion~, and then began a, series of attacks upon Newv Engý-landc,
accusing ber of being, always unfriendly to the South, and of doing
everything possible tobenefit herself at the latter's expense.
Webster, wvho wvas considered the most able speaker in the North,


