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EASTERTIDE.

S ASTER ¢*Queen of Feasts™ 1 ceeupied the  first plaee
among Christian festivals: and the molif of its obsery-
ance s found in the exultant utterance of St. Paul:

=l “Now is Christ visen™ (1 Cor. XV, 200, The word
Easter is found only among the Germanie peoples; for all other
branches of the human family eall the Feast by som: maedifiea-
" tion of the Hebrew-Greek ferm. preseha. 1lenee the Freneh word.
paques: the Haliang pasqua 2 the \p.mlxh paseqa. In Spain and
Haly the word is 1(] atified with a v solewnity,”” and is extended
fo other festivals, e, \p.nnsh I’uw et flaride. Palm Sunday :
Pascus de e walividad. The Nativity.  In some parts of France
First Communion is ealled pdgues. whatever time of the year it
is administered.

Pasch is the Avamaie form of the Hebrew word. pesacl ¢ the
passing.”” er passover). This solemnity was instituted to com-
memorate the deliverance of the Israclites from the hondage of
Egypt. and it was celebrated on the 14th of Nisan — the first
month of the Jewish New Year. The origin of the word Easter
is uneertaing bt it is curious to note that it has heen preserved
amongst Germanie peo plv.s rather than the Biblical term. Pasel.
According to the “Edda™ (Ieelandie Saga) Eostra was the name
of the "oddcq\ of Dawn. who opened the vosy portals of Val-
halla to receive Baldur (the Sun-wad). whose hrow supplied man-




