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The Churches (ce! the languor inscparable (rom i
thte iwated terib. Thosc whose circumstances and1
dities detîtin tbcm féel that the have t exercisei

"ticn~c and self-denial. The atmosplhcre is drowsyj
adteservices somchow have flot the lufe and 1

fieshness whichi at other scasons they possess. Nuni-
bers are grcatly diminished, whole families arc
away, and the Church and Sabbath school have a*

eseted look. These somewhat dcpressing influ-
enices have induced Churches to close up during va-
cation and reasons in defence of this course arc
urged. It is dificuit, hoivevcr, to convince the
average Christian that it is a proper thing ta close
the doors af the House of God, andi Icave the mcm-
bers who rcmain at home ta wandcr at wvilti h, scarch
or spiritual pasturage. No ditllculty is experienceti
in securtng supply for the pulpits rendered vacant
by the departure of thcir regular occupants for the
se-sidc or Europe. Witncss.bcaring for the Trutît
is as much necdced in sumrtir as it is in wvfnter, andi
it does nat seetn a right thing ta have silent sanctu-
arics That secms a better mcthod, tried in somne
of our Canadian cities last sumer ith excellent
rsuits, where twa neighbouring congregations ar-
rangeti to meet together during the holiday scason.
It secures a husbanding of resaurces, '--rings the peo-
peict cea oser friendly relations with each othcr,
and leaves a door open for ail who choose to enter.

Those who go for a vacation carry their respon-
sbilities wfth them. Miany may feel a delight in
the temporary frecdom from the restraints of con-
ventionality.* They may not be disposeti to follow
out the social code in aIl its minute details andi re-
qurements, but if they are Christians at home
thcy wfIl bc 1no less Christiatis awvay from home.
Camp;liflts sornetimes corne from remrote summer
resorts that those wvho are rigidly decorous at home
arc Dot so careful in their observarze of the Sabbath
whie at distant watering places or in country vil-
lagcm It fs also said that they are not bo punctual
in their attendance an the means of grace as when
at home. If t' hese things are so, such complaints
arc well founded. It is flot right that a careless ex-
ample shoulti bc set before the people in remaote
places, neither is it right ta bc absent from the vil-
lage Chîrch, even aithough neither a Spurgeon nor
a icarnet Docto- of Divînity occupies the pulpit, or
a highly accomçlishcd arganist and a brilliant cýhoir
conduct the service af praise. The Christian lite is
ftslf a witnessing for Christ, andi there is no place
wbcre that should be dispensed :ith. or :vhere its
influence for griod is unfeIL Praperly enjoyed, a va-
cation can be very helpful ta, moral andi spiritual life.
The quiet communing with nature, the absence of
the turlofi andi haste sa :haracteristic of ail modern
lueé, sacreti andi secular, are conducive to the stiength-
ening of right feeling. The temporary pause in the
regular routine of customary life affords time for re-
trospect and reflectian, exercises in which %ve a-te
none too prone to indulge. It is well ta bc for a
season cut baose from ordinary surraundings. A
weli-spent vacation will bc gooti alike for body andi
Soul. _ _ _ _ _ _

THE PROHIBITIONV DEBA TE.

T i the purpose of ail organizeti effort for theIad vancement of the temperance cause ta keep
every aspect of it steadily in the public gaze. I
addition to the regular agt.ncies carrying on prac-
tical temperance work, the annual Assemblies,
Synods, Conferences and Associations of the variaus
Churches arc approachcd. The subject is discussed
and deliverances are frameti. It is evident that
irom the character of these deliverances the &_.-.i

ment in favour of total abstinence andi the legal
prohibition of the traffic in intoxicating liquars is
steadily gaining ground. The Methodist 'hurch
bas put itself on record1 as favouring prohibition,
and aur own Assembly b~as forrrally adopteti a
resolution in whicîu the belief is exp)resseti that the
Uime bas notv corne when popular opinion is suffi-
diently advanced to wxarrant the er>îctrnant of a
prohibitory Iawv.

Tbis, hovever, is the point that is in dispute.
Ail earnest believers ;n tereperace are satisfied
that the aniy effective niethoti of renxoving intern-
perarace is by cutting off the supplies altogether

ahr s cansiderable doubt, however, whether thç.

public sentiment wouid support so radical a
intasure at the present time. The threatened
interests in which so much capital is invested are
dterminedly opposedtot any change. They are
forces that have to be reckoned with. It is certain
that, judging from past experience, they will eniploy
every resource ta retard the prohibition imovement.
There is also much indifference, that has hitherto
been on the sie of things as they are, anad if it is
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to be drictaclîct fr-arnthe direction in which it has
bc--n gair'ç, must be arotvsed (rain its passive con-
dition andi enlisteti an the side of temperatide
reform. The experimnts in local option have not
been conclusive., Many regard thcmn whethcr justly
or unjustly as practicai failures. In their operation
palitical influences have interfereti. The Scott Act
whcro.vcr it %vas tried diti gooti work. Its frientis
claim for it a large measure of success, its opponents
were as certain that its effect was demoralizing. Iti
seems % lear, howcver, that whcrever it was faf thfülly 1
carrieti out the resuits were ail that its (t-fends could
desire. One reason :vhy it wv&3 discrediteti is ta bc
found in the imperfect manner in which its pro-
visions i many places wcrc carricti out. In some
cases its administration ivas placeti in hostile hands,i
andi ;.fractions of the 1%w verc winked at, andi in
these cases law andi order were brought into dis-
repute. The comparative faf lure af the Scctt. Act,

reutn n its gencrai repeal in communities that
hati adogptet it, bas strcngthened the movcmcnt infavour of prohibition. The camnest tempcrance
sentiment af the comrxiunity cannot rest satisfied
:ith a do-nothing policy. If anc measure for the
suppression of the evils of intemperance wilt caL
work then others must be tri cd. Prohibition, radi-
cal though it be, is the logical autcome af tcrnpcr-
ance principles. The tide is setting in stronlin t
that direction. Herice the rcpeated deliiverances ai
the respective Churches, and the ativance movement
of the temperance oraa-nizataons.

Last :vcek the deterred debate on the prohibi-
tion resalution tvas resumeti andi disposet af in the
House af Commons. The resoluti on, proposeti by
Mr. Jamieson, reads, 1'That in the opinion af this
House the time bas arrived w~hen it is expedient ta
prohibit the manufacture, importation andi sale ai
into;:cating liquors for beverage purposes." That
îvas the square issue presentedti t the members.
There is a disposition ta evade iL, and two amend-
-nents %verc proposeti. One oi thcm, some:vhat
vague and indefinite, îvas ta submnit the question ta
the popular vote ; the other wvas for the appointment
of a royal % -'mmission ta enquit-e into the whole
subiect. Aithoe~gli the proposai for a plebiscite met
with but little si, opart when the vote wvas taken>
several ai those *nu took part in the debate ex-
pressed thernqelves le favour af that methoti ai
gauging publicr opinion. If the question had --
s0 submitted ilt would haie affordeti a clear indica-
tion of the generai sentiment, andi bad it been
favaurable to prohibition would havé- paveti the %vay
for legislation. The Dariiamcratarv .cpresentatives
would b1' this means haàve recciveti a mandate direct
froan their constituents which they coulti not have
venturedt t disregard. Hati the decision been ad-
verse iL :vouid have shown the neeti af further cdu-
catic'naî effort, andi means would have been deviseti
for rousinhý the popular conscience ta sec that somc
effective cure for the denioralizing effects af in-
temperance are imperative. In itself the direct ap-
peal ta the people wvould have hati an immediate
educati anal iînfluence. It would have brought the
question home ta them and helpeti them ta feel
their individual responsibility. There is nat much
farce in the objection urgeti by some that a plebis-
cite is unconstitutional. The Afinister af Finance
bas once mare illustrateti the fact that a mcanber in
apposition may have clearer views on a given sub-
ject than he bas tvhen invested iith the responsi-
bilities af office. At ail events the gentleman wha
years ago deciareti for immediate prohibition moveti
that insteati of affrming that principle 110W the foi-
lowing shaulti bc the dcli verance of the House-

That ia the opinion afibtis House it is desirable without
delay ta chtil for the information and consideration ci
Parîament, by means cf a Rüy Commission, the fllest anti
most reliable data possible respecting :

i. The effects of the liquor traffic upon aIl intests affect-
ecd by it ln Canada.

2. The measures .vhich have been -adopteti ini iis anti
ather countries, with a view ta lessen, regutate or prohibit
the traffic.

1. The resuts of these mensures in each case.
4. Tht effect af tht enactment of a prohihitorv liquar Iaw

in Canaada would have in respect of social conditions, agricul-
tut-a, business. industrial and commercial inttrest, o! the
revenue requirenents ai municipalities, provinces and the
Dominion, andi, also, as ta ats capability ci efficient entes-ce-
ment.

ç.Ail other information bearing on the question of pro-
hibîtica.

This by a vote of vay ta 88 became the decision of
Parliament. The 'lifficuit question is thus gat id
of for the time being. The comrîîissf on wiIl not be
without its uses. Public attention will be drawn to
its investigations andi important facts wiil bc eliciteti.
It will help forward the temperance cause anti pas-
sibly show that prohibition has corne within the
range of practical poulies.

$a-,oohs anb t1Dagq:tfle.
Tara CANAD~A EI-CATIONAL M<JNVULY. <I'oronto : The Can-

ada F.ducational Monthly l'ublithinst Co.)-As a sgn that vacation
ls nta: Ibis magazine bas reverte tu tathe Joubling.up process fel.
lowed dting the holirlays. %We have the junt and l numbers an
onc. Mr. Roabertson. L. B, os St. Catharines, diseusses in
thoughtful andi lucid style Il The Teacher's Relation to the State,
andi Mr. Hagarly SAIS a gondi Word for the study o! ', Ciastsiclai
thc Iligb Schol." There are several other pipers af prîctical im.
porance, andi the usiail departments sa uselul to &Il interested Iin the
work of education.

KNOX COLLEGI MONTIIL.Y. (Tronto: D. T. bIcAis.)-
"The Prophet Ioe, by the laie Prolessor Elmslle, loins the

opeaneg piper of the lattst issue of this vigorous magazine. Thc pa-
pet is suggestive andi will be reati with mterest. Dr. Mitidlemis
follows up bis recent piper by another on IlInspiration and Illumi-
nation," mariret by the thouglattulnes.F, candour andi teverencetof
the carnest ttuth-seecr. la the present pape- hc deals wib sont
oi the diffictlties that beset the question ofinmspration. Rey. Mr.
Rat, of Acton, has a btief piper on 11Organareti Sibbath b&hool
Work." IlImptessions of the Ametican Assembly " ait ',vvi. andi
afford ricy readiag.

Tta MILThaODIsrMAGAZINL <rno t: Wiliam Briggs-
The opening piper in the june aumber is a condensation from thete.c
cently-publLsbed work ai Emily de Laszowska-Geraad, 'lThe Landi
Beyond the Faret," piantes of Transylvinia. Tht interestir'g pa.
pet is finely andi coplously illustrateti. Theteditor appaitntily gises
bis finishing touches ta the intcresting andti irorming stries of pa-
pers, IlCanadian Tourist Party in Eutop." lie conilucis bis tra-
velling corapanions in this sketch tram Heidelbetg ta Ilarwich.
where thty begia ta seatier. This piper. like &Il ira predecessors,
is livishly illustateti. Arnong other contributions ta tbt numnbet te-
quiring Iavourable mention arecIlMackay ai Ugand," IlOver th-,
Cotis Alps " I"Tht Empire ai tht Spade." andi a strong sonnet on
"Cromwell," by tht editor.

Tala LAws oF BusiNLcss. ith Faims cf Common, Legal andi
Business Documents. By C. A. Fleming, Principal of the Northera
Business College. (Owen Sound : C. A. Fleming)-The deslga
anti usfulatis of this carelully-l.repareti andi concise nianual wilI be
bts:teaineti tram the inîroductory paragraph of the preface. 1: la
as iollowe :la tht compilation of the fellowing piges tht writer bas
endeavourecl ta present tu thetrtader ia a concise anti practical main.
net tht leading priaciples of law as it relates ta business, avoiding as
mucb as possible the technical tesras with which tht subject istsu-
ally inv'ested. Tht primary idea ta wrting this woik was ta supiy
stutients in business colleges, collegiate institutes and hugh sciaools,
with a suitable text-book on tht: important %ubject of commercial
law, andt t place in their banda the forma of legat commercial pa-
pers mort geneîally useti by business mea in their daity t~tos
It will bc founti a useful book oftreicreace for business men, ftzrr-
ers, mechanits anti others, both as ta tht liws of trade and i n fur.
aishing suirable sepas latins anti directions for drawing the aamc in
almosr any case that May arise.

TEN YIEARS IN MY FIRST CIIARGOL By Rev. Alexander
Hugli Scott, M.A. (Toronto : Hart & Co.)-.This bandsomely got-
up volume optas witb a compreesivz. dedication, wbîch is fallowcd
by anather page ratier unique ia its contents. Net tvcry ont yen-
turi-ig on tht unceriain sesai authorship 6ir>s sucb au auspicins
staît as bar been iccotietint the pasior of St.« Andrew's Church,
Perth. A worthy eider af bis, ascertaining tbe scope anti purpose
af the work then about cempleteti. provideti tht wherewithal ia de-
iray tht expense of publication. Tht wark as readabl'. Much in it
la inteîesting, aIl of it la peruttiet by a de,'-. - apirît that in itsel!
la a revelation af the purpase thît animates tht ministry ofc M.
Scott. On tht score af goond laste some may possibly tbink tuat
ane or twe a ficht omplimentary atidresses might, witbout injury ta
tht book, bave keen omitteti. There la much that %vils bc ht.lptul in
the way of counsel anti guidance ta these who are begning thtir
ministerial carter. It is more, however. than a guide for pastars.
Tht people can learu tram it ranch thit will bc blpful ta thera an
their spiritual fle, ,.nti bc ai assistance ta them in their Christan
anti congregationa) work. The book contains twelve chaptr, in
whitlh the author recounts the important taperiences la bis lite andi
work. Many reflections anti suggestions fitly b-langing ta tbese are
embodiet inl its pages It la boppd that the worlc will prove a
blessing ta raany readers anti realize the most sanguine expectatians
of lu author.

PRPLE~'S CObIMENfARY ON Tata GOSPEL AccoRDInNG TO
JosuN. Contaiaing tht Conr.,.ors Version, 1611, anti the Rriseti
Version, 1881 (Ametican Readings anti Renderinigs), vriih Crtical,
Exegetical anti Applicative Notes By Edwin W. Rice, D.D. '%'itb
mips anti original engravings. (Philadelpha . Tht Americ.-n Sun.
day Sehool Union.)-This la a compete Cammentary aon thte Gospel
according ta John. It la tht only ane tssued at a moderate puice in
wbicb the commenta are baseti upon both tht Common and Reviseti
Versions Tht plan is similar ta uhat s.dopteti in thiet volumes on
the earlier Gospels, anti wtich have been receiveti with rnatked
tayaut by pastors, biblical stutients anai Sabbath school wcrkers.
Saine of tht special statures are : Tht trplanations are baseti upon
the Common, tht Reviseti andi tht Greek texts; the latest rnod-'rn
criticism la noteti, andi ils best results given ; tht vasiaus theoties
respecting tht authorship af tht Fourti Gospel &re concisely stateti
lu a scbolarly introduction ; tht important difierences andi restm*
blances of tht Fuurth ta tht taier three Gospels are cleatly pre.
sentti; tapon dificut passages tht views cf tht ablest biblical
sebolars of this anti previons centuriez are given, citen ini their own
watts ; tht engravinga are tram original and trustwortby sources, J3
tht 14 Palestine Funti'l by special permission, sketches anti photo.
graphs by Gooti, Bonfils anti Bell. Tht map 15 by permission iront
tht latet i (Wg) by tht Palestine Fonds, andi specWa notes on tapies
of unusual interest art given. Tht book la tht restit o! years cf
study, anti we believe it wiII bc tounti evea te surpas3 tht previaus
volumes, whihcrainte scholars anti critics have se strongly con-
mtuedit.
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