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might well be contented with “ Paley’s Evidonces” and
a few more old-fashioned tomes on his shelves, But
#Swaot Auburn ” is a thing of the past: it is a * Desorted
Village,” indeed, nowadays. And tho idyllic pastor is as
much out of date as tho rustic schoolnaster.

Fancy Sweet Auburn’a pustor suddenly transplanted
to an ordinary Canadian village or small town ; ho would
bo uttorly bewildered. Instoad of being in tho midst of a
quiet homogeneous peoplo—bucolic and stolid, happy and
hum-drumn—among whom he was a king, with only the
squire and the achoolmaster as intellectual equals—he
would find bimself tackling a congrogation composed of
il sorts and conditions of men, of various unationalitics
and mental gifts, And then this congregation would be
only one of several rival congregations of various names,
ench striving to get the insido track of the others. Poor
wan! What would he do? Faney him, with his mtiful
heart and hospitable hearth open to every tramp or conti-
Jence man that comes along!  Fancy him being bothered
with book agents, and with his parishioners enquiring,
# \Vhat do you think of the Jesuits' Estates Act1”  Are
you an advocate of Anti-Poverty and Equal Rights?”
« What are you going to do about Prohibition #" * What
in your opinion of Evolution?” * What do you think of
+ Robert Elsmere ' and ¢ John Ward, Preacher '4”  What
would the poor man do when he found one part of his
flock fascinated by the big drum of the Balvation Army,
and suother part systematically absenting themselves
from church and studying Professor Molecule at home?
In the church he would find himsgelf addressing a very
mixed assembly. There would be perhaps a fow, a very
{ow, a8 simple-hearted and unlettered as his old parighiovers

some much botter informed than limself on many points

-and the children even of the poor and uneducated attend
wmg High School and able to solve algebraical problems and
aualyze sentences in a way that would bave posed his old
friend, the rustic schoolmaster.

In one respect only would he find his position un-
hanged ; he would still have to think himsolf

Pausing rich with forty pounds o year,
or its modern equivalent in purchasing power. Poor man !
ventleman, Christian, scholar of the antique type! e
wonld find the tale of bricks demanded idefintely in-
ereased, while his stock of straw was no larger than
heretofore.

But I have been digressing. The qu-stion is, What
shall T preach about next Suuday? What are the par-
ucular spiritual needs of my congregution just now, the
needs which most require to be ministered unto?  When |
carvey them in my wind’s eye, and think of the hetero-
seneous assembly, of the various temperaments, the vari-
ous grades of education and age, the various conditions of
religious and irreligious hfe, I can really think of no style
. or subject adapted to all. So the question, What shall 1

€preach about ? involves another question which must be
tiest settled, viz, To whow should I preach?

There is dear old Mrs. Green, for insteace, with her
righty years of age, and yet still hale and hearty ; she is
aure to be in her place in church. She is one of the last
remnants of Sweet Auburn's emigrants. She aud her
deceased husband were the founders of this Church some
fifty years and more ago. She was always accustoned to
a severe, decorous, yet meagre, ritual. Sho loves the
church in which she was born, in which she has always
lived, and in which shy will die, and nothing could induce
her to forsake it for pastures new ; but her soul is vexed
within her to think it is not exactly, in all respects, like
the church of her youth. She loves “Tate and Brady,”
and even yet cannot quite reconcile herself to * thom
hvins ™ and these new * goings on.” She loves sermons
which depict in glowing colours the everlasting peace and
joy that await the clect, of which she feels herself one-—
and g0 she is, and deservedly, too, dear old soul! And
if the howmiletic picture has some dark shades in the back-
ground of the sufferings of those who are not of the clect,
why they serve only to bring into relief the central figure.
It seems almost like sacriloge to ruffle her placid faith, or
crass her wental grain in the least degree.

And yet the style of sermon that would be sweet food
for her soul would, I fear, be accounted but chafl’ by her
grandson, who will be sitting by her side next Sunday,
and who has just graduated at the University, and has
strived home full of honours in Philosophy and Natural
Ssiences, and who knows that Prof. Roburtson Smith and
I'r Marcus Dods and many others, ouce sceounted frightful
kereties, are now had in honour.

Then there is Dr. Black, and those like-minded with
him—and they are not a few—who come to Church occa
sonally, once in o while in the forenoon, and spend the
rest of the day in studying agnostic literature. Theso men
tll us sometimes in prrson, sometimes through the press,
that the utterances of the pulpit do not meet their spirttual
weds, because they donot solve the difficulties which crop
ap continually in the course of theirsecular reading. They
complain of the “ cowardice ” of the pulpit in approaching
the “ doubt ” of the pew, and contemptuously hint that the
pulpit avoids grappling with these subjects through cither
wmorance or fear And yot, if onc were to prepare a
sermaon specially for them the chances are they would not
' there to hear it.

Then there are the Browns, who know nothing of

: wodern doubts and modern literature ; whoso intellectual
stsinments are mesgre, but whose cmotions are very warm.
Nothing will satisfy these but a sermon after the style of
$am Jones or Dr. Talmage; full of anccdotes, horrible,
bomorous, solemn, grotesque, teagical and farcical, com-
tined in one spicy compound,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Thon there is Mr, Blue, vory.Protcatzmt, awfully Pro-
testant, who has an unquenchablo horror of Popery; who
concoives that every chango in the service, howover slight,
however common-sense, * leads to Rome ;” who if he sces
a noew book-marker instead of an old frayed one, thinks the
‘““innovation ” was put thero by the Papo's orders, and is
bound to protest. He can give you a long list of things in
which he don’t bolieve, but is hard set to tell you what he
does believe.

And then thero is young Searlett, who has lately come
from the city, where he was a worshipper at the Church of
St. Aloysius, who is never content unless he seea candles,
inconse, crucifixes and vestments ; he sits vestless and
inditferent under any sermon, unless the word *Church”
or ¢ Celebration ” occurs continually in it.

And thon there are the Groys—steady thorough-going,
joval, (God-fearing, earnest who don’t come to find fault,
hat listen to the sermon in order to absorb what good they
can Gind in i, whose religion is practical rather than pole
mical. They are loved and respected by all, though some
may dub them slow and old-fashioned.

Indeed n Canadian village parson’s congregation iy a
very mixed one, and hig course not always smooth. The
missionary of a purely rural congregation is uot so bur-
dened. Such a congrogation is the neareat approach to that
of Sweet Auburn.  Not that our Uanadian farmers are so
behind the age : but the similarity of occupation, of poli-
tical and religious sentiment and of racial origin, which is
found in many « Canadian *settlement,” breeds a howo-
geneousness in the congregation which makes it very work-
able, and has its charm ; while the average mental calibre
i« infinitely ahead of the Hodges of Sweet Auburn,

On the other hand, a city preacher can be a * specialiat.”
No matter what his type of preaching, or style of service
or school of thought, there are plenty of people of all kinds
to fill all sorts of churches; and each individual will
naturally gravitate to that sort of servico and preaching
which attracts him most. And itis well that it should be
$0. As long ns men’s faces and figures differ, just so long
will men’s tastes and predilections ; and the church (to be
a ‘‘church” and not a “sect”) must be big enough and
wide enough for all sorts and conditions of men. Her
clergy must not all be trimmed to one pattern. We want
to-day as ever, the fervid Peter, the indomitable Paul, the
scholarly Lauke, the practical James, the loving, contem-
plative Johm.  We want Apologists and Revivalists, those
who appeal to the head and thase who appesl to the heart,
thuse who walk the cloister, and those who go to the
streets and Janes and highways and hedges. Wo cunnot
all he perfect in every branch ; but we want experts in all
the branches  And the city should furnish these.

But the parson of a small town bas ail the classes one
would mect in a large city, with only enough of each class
to he a listurbing element for the others. He can’t pose
as n *“ specialist ', he wust be a * general practitioner.”
And a happy man 18 he if he can suit thew all 5 for he has
a far more diflicult role to fill than the city pastor.

But to return to the question . To whom shall [ preach
next Sunday 1 I think—after taking everything into con-
sideration—T shall preach to the Greys. G. J. L.

GOLGOTHA.

1 said, this house, the homestead of my vouth,
Whose walls are monuments to childish deeds,
Whose very path is paved with dead desires,

I will restore; and so 1 rested not

Untit I had reclaimed that sacred spot.

I made the walks wind the same well-known way,
And tall white pillars rise, ike strong, true arms
Protecting treasures, honeysuckles twined

Q'er the trellisses, old-fashioned flowers

Lifted fair faces to the passing winds,

Which trailed their perfume through the summer air,
tach room I well recalled, and dressed once more
Iu the gay garb that it had worn of yore.

And when the task was done, revived the dead*
And so *¢ All i3 as it was then,” I said.

1 flew along the stair, and trembling stood

Before the portal at its summit, where

My footsteps oft had stayed . but, ab! no good;
No low toned, loved voice did me welcome there.
And then there surged tho knowledge through each vein
‘Fhat nanght can ever bie the same agam.

I slowly passed into one room that held

Al holy thoughts; no direful dream of care
Could touch me, for these hallowed thoughts dispelled
Al havm ; I felt that presence like a prayer,
“Oh, God'" 1 cried, “hes it all been for naught,
By pain and penitence may peace be bought.”
And as T cried a something in me woke,

And slowly, sadly, madly mocking spoke :

“Now raise the hridge of fath which safely bore
Thy soul along thy childhood’s cherished shore,
Which fall by thine owon fault 'neath folly's tide,

And left thee loncely on the further side.”

Wildly 1 sought the ficlds, their paths 1 flew,
While mocking whispers, memories pure and true,
Pursued my foolateps ; every murmur low
Recalled my childhood and increased my woo ;
And then 1 knew the vainest of things vain

s for a sond to snck the past again.

May Austin, in The Week.

THE ]esuits have established a homne at Berlin without any
interference {ram the Government,

A75

~ British and JForeian.

Tt Salvation Army has 300 corps and 420 outposts in
Australasia, with 807 salaried ofhicers.

17 is a noticeable fact that three new translations of ** Dan
Quixote ” have appeared n the last decade.
°w Tuk old trades-hall in Kirkcaldy has been purchased and
presented to the parish church by ex-Bailie Hendry.

THER Rev John Scott, editor of the Cepion Friend, has lett
Colombo for England, after thirty-four years of work there.

Mr. Dosumir, of Blochairn Free Church, conducted the
Mayor and treasurer of Quebec City over the chief buildings
in Glasgow.

Tug, Rev. P. M*Lachlan, of Newlands Church, Glasgow,
has received six months' leave of absence on account of N
health.

Passing through Calcutta on his way to Simla, My, Geurge
Mulle:r preached in the Lall Bazaar chapel for My Hook, laid
aside by 1liness.

Mls._x' }\ H. DwvinsoN, deaconess, delivered an earnest
evangelistic address in the parish church of Wick ana recent
Sunday evening.

A Millport open air services are being conducted by bre-
thren representing every section of the Church, including a
converted Roman Catholic.

DR. GORDON, of Boston, names the * Life of Bramard ” as
the origin of mission literature, and next to it as a pioneer came
Buchanan’s * Star in the East.”

ON the site of an old music hall in Ancoats, Mr Francis
W. Crossly, of Manchester, has erected a mission hall at a cost
of $735,000, which was opened lately.

Dk, CuyLER, of Brooklyn, was the guest of ex-Provost
Moncur, Dundee. He preached on Sunday morning for Mr.
Jenkins mn St. Peter’s, and at night 1n the M‘Cheyne Church

A1 Invercargill, in New Zealand, where there are two
strong Presbytenan congregations, one with 6oo communi-
c:m(;s, the streets are named after the chief rivers in S:cot-
land.

MR. M‘Askil i and his friends in the North of Scottand
have formed a Highland association for the defence of the
integrity of Holy Scripture and of the principles of the kreze
Church.

Tuy multiplications of thuse curate bishops, the suffragans,
is disgusting old-fashioned churchinen. The Church Review
declares that it will bring the episcopate into disrepute, if not
into contempt.

THE late Mr. Witham Sanderson, of Pathhead, has be-
queathed $32,3500 to Edinburgh charities ; one legacy of $2,500
xoes to the Homne and Foresgn Missions of the Church and
$1,000 to the poor of Dunntkier congregation.

AT 4 woman’s missionary meeting the other day, one of
the male orators smid that “thousands of gallons of rum
go o Alrica for everv missionary who is sent there ,
whereupon one of the sisters whispered to her neighbout,
* Rather a large allowance of liquor for those nissionaries.”

Stk DoNALD CURRIE, M., in laying the memonal stone
ot the Dufi Memorial Church at Kirkmichael, Perthshire,
said he came out of the stablishment in 1843 with his mims-
ter, and bhe had remained in connection with the Free Church
ever since.

CaNoN Symith, principal of St. Aidan’s, has accepted the
bishopric of Sydney. He is one of the most scholarly of
the Evangelicals, and his volume on Genesis as well
as his sermons on Christian Faith, have had considerable
popularity.

Ix Manchester last year there were 9,000 convictions for
drunkenness, yet only about thirty publicans were prose-
cuted for selling drink to drunken persons.  An influential
memarial to the city magistrate, asking for more stringent
police supervision, was bitterly resented by the publicans.

ESTIMATES have been accepted tfor the building of the
Chalmers memorial church at Anstruther, which is likely to0
cost $30,00c. Upwards of $20,000 has been subscribed, in-
cluding $10,000 by Mr. S. Williamson, M.P, who has also
paid $1,363 for the site.

AT special services in the West Church, Iaverness, the
evening sermon was preached by Rev. A. C. Macdonald, of
the Free Church, who when invited by Rev. Gavin Lang
readily consented. The other preacher was Mr. Burns Begg,
a great-grandson of the national poet.

MR. M‘KEN71E, of Dunkeld, has been manfully testifying
against the abuse of landlord power on a great Highland es-
tate, and a pitiful attempt is being made in consequence, by
gates and locks aud stern orders to porters to prevent him
from carrying comfort to the sick and the dying.

Two memoria: windows have been placed in Collins Street
Independent Church, Melbourne, one of them in honour of the
late Thomas Jones, the poet-preacher of Wales, who for some
time was pastor of the Church. The windows are the first of
the kind made in the colony. Special memonal services were
conducted by Dr. Bevan.

TUE Rev. James Jollie, senior army chaplain at Madras,
has died in his forty-sixth year. He was a_native of Leslie,
Fifeshire, and before his departure for india eighteen years
ago was for some tune assistant to Dr. Veitch, of St. Cuth-
bert's, Edinburgh, where he won the affections of the people
in & rematkable degree.

THE mission press at Beirut employs forty-eight persons
and dunng the past year has printed 1,900 volumes, the
total number of pages being nearly twenty-nine millions. Of
these cighteen millions were pages of Scripture. Since the
press was established it has turned out a grand total of 394
million pages.

Miss MANN, of the Women's Missionary Associauon, has
held a scries of exceedingly successful services in Berwick
Presbytery. At Chatten the church was crowded in the morn-
ing ; and in theafternoon the Countess of Tankerville arranged
a meeting at Chillingham Castle, over which she herself pre.
sided, conducting the devotional part of the service.

Dr. Bovn, of St. Andrew's, [A.K.H.B.] who some time
ago sketched a visit to his friend the Bishop of Rochester in
Longman’s Magasine, has been again spending a part of his
holiday with the bishop at Selsdon Park, near Croydon. A
society paper states that Dr. Boyd's second son.is on the staff
of the /fazek and that a still younger son was lately ordaned
as an Anglican clergyman,



