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once upon a tinle a group af visionary people, af a
little sect we ne-cd not ane, were stated upon a rock
at one oftour St. Lawrence watering places, engagcd in
conversation. A nxttcr.of-fact theological professor
chanced ta pass ncar the rock on the way ta bis niorra-
ing dip. One ofithe visionaries toid him, that thcy wcre
canversing about the tuwdtlen ivords af the Saviour,
and asked Ihim if lie would join in the conversation.
The matter-of-fact theologian modestiy replied that
he was quite wcll satisficd îvith the wrillen words;
and always preferred thein ta the words that were
unwillen and are naw unknown. Conversing about
unknawn words must bc a very unsatisfactory kind
of exercise. It dots no more for one's spiritual na-
turc than was donc for Ephraim by the diet that Ho-
sea alludes ta in the flrst clause af his twelfth chap.
ter. In tact it is ver>' much the samne kind af diet.
That kind of diet may do fairly well for the sect
those visioriaries referred ta belongcd ta, but noa
Presbytcrian ever thiives on it. It dots flot agret
with the Presbyterian constitution.

Talking about unknaovr words, howcvcr, is flot
much more unsatisfactory than talking about unkîîown

-events that may occur in 1887. "lNabody knows
what niay happen this year,» says some anc fond af
peering into t.. .:nknown future. Weli, that is truc
as a more proposition. It is also truc that the pro-
babilities in tavour ai ccr'tain things taking place are
sa grect that for aIl practical purposes tbey amount ta
a certainty. There is nothing absolutely known about
this new year, but the probabilit..s are a million ta
anc that certain things will take place.

X"our note faits due at the banik in thirty days. Now
it is not an absolute' certainty that thc bank will try
ta collect that note. The probabilities are, however,
a million ta anc that you will hear froni the'bank or
its solicitor about that time. In tact the probabilitics
corne so near an absolute ccrtainty that yau had. bet-
ter have the -money ready.

The minister does flot know any mare about the
future than any other mian. StilI ever ninister
is reasonably certain that if bis health does not break
down bc must prepare and preach bet.veea fifty and
ioo, sermons during the year. Things may accur
that he now knows nothing about, but hoe may rest
assured that when the dlock strikes elevea an each
Sabbath torenoion he wili be expccted ta enter bis
pu lpit with a ncw bermon or an aid anc tauched up a
littîe. In view ai this tact it is mucli more sensible
ta get rcady the sermons than ta sentimental ize about
the tnknown quantities af the ftx.jre.

A professar ot theoîogy does flot know the future
any more than a ' mere pastor," but the probability
ia favour of bis having ta deliver a certain number ai
lectures is sa grcat that for practical purposes it
amnounts tai a ceitainty.

Even a student dots not know the future. He does
know, however, that, unless some ver> unusual chan-
ges take place, he must go up for examination in
spring and pass or be plucked. The probabîiity
that the examination will take place is sa great that
he prepares tar it as diligently as if lie had a speciai
revcIation telling him of the day and hour that he
must enter the haIl

An editor is supposed ta know everything. In fact
lie genraraly does kaiow almost everythingf It must,
however, be admitted that even an editor cannot fore-
tell ail the events af 11t87. ihlire is anc thing, how-
ever, about the future that the editor dots know.
He knows that on a certain day the "lboy"I wili
came iniand yel for "copy." Knowing this, itas the
editor's duty ta make the Ilcapy.I" There is no use
in teîling the "boy" that, not knowing the
future, you did nct know Ilcapy" would be needed.
A printer's boy bas na respect for that kind at
reýasonilig-

The future ai the students ai Knox College is un.
known in regard ta matters matrimonial. There is a
strong prabability, hovrever, that ciglit out of.ever
ten ai them will bc married within two years ai the
time they arc inducted. This prabability is so great
thbat it almost amounts ta an absolute certainty.
The most conzcrvativqý insumaxçc compaiy 'i thte

Dominian-eveni tic old Canada Llle--might takce a
risk on tus coatirgency at a very low premium, and be
reasonably sate.

In what are calted tic ordinary afrairs attlife there
arc many things la the future tint ay be considered
almost certain. Foi- al practical purpo3cs thcy
are cetainties. The bread-winner ai the tamily
knows that fond, raiment and shelter must bc pro-
vide&t for wife and chitdrcn. The inother knaws that
the tittie flock must be cared for. The home must bce
attendcd ta.

In short, most ai us kaow that there is anc tlîing
reasonably certain, and that is that we must aIl iruork
during 1887. Whatcver eIsc the New Verar inay
bring, it wiIt be certain ta bring its duties. Th'le wisc
course then is ta attend ta the known, and Icave the
unknown ta us in the bands af Hlm who knows
ail. Bravely, bopctulty, cheertuîiy, let us prepare for
dealing wlii the known. Le; known duties, known
responsibilities be met la the spirit ai faith and
courage, and if the unknown and unexpected cames,
"the Lord wiII provide."

CO. ORDINA TE CA USES IN THE DE VEL 0P-
MENT 0F MIND.
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Campanionship - whercin does companionship
differ tramn iriendship? The anc differs tram tic
atier not sa muchinl kind as la degrc. The choice
ai anc persan in preference ta another is common ta
bath, but tiey differ ira the points. The ane is dis-
tant, but the other is close ; the anc is accasional, but
the other is trequent ; tic anc is just begun, but the
ather lias been carricd on fora tme ; or the anc is the
first stage, but the ather is the advanced stage, ai per-
sonal intercourse. Companionsiip is therefore the in-
auguration ai triendship, and apens out ta us a sories
ai things as subjects of inquiry. Tlt,: first is the in-
tercaurse ai the anc sex with the other. This 'vas
the purpose ai the Creatcr in tht crentian of woman
as a special means toward great ends. WVaman %vas
crcatedl as the heipmate ai nian, and, truc ta ber mis-
sion, she is-ever faund associnted witi him tramn the
dawn ta the close ai bis existence on earth.

The very first
Ofihuman file must spring iramn woman's breasi;
Vaaar first small words are taaaght ycou tnàm lier lips;
'four first tears quencied by lier, and y-our lasi sighs
Too alten breathed out an a woinan's henring,
When mea have shrunk froin tht ignoble care
0f watching the last taour af hlm who led thcm.
As designed, waman is a power with inan for gond

-woanan's presence forbids the use ai impraper Ian-
guage, ail rudeness and bad conduct ; lier gentletîess
tends ta soften bis obstinacy, ta sweeten lais temper
and in amprove bis bcaring toward others i er sense
ai prapraety tends ta polîsh bis mannerb, tu refine lis
taste, and ta elevate bis character. Great, indced, as
tic influence ai woman an man, but lie exerts a cor-
responding influence on her-she is wcak, but lie
strengtliens lier by bis energy ; site is timîd, but hac
emboldens ber by bis courage; she is circumscribcd
in her-ideas ai things, but lie wîdens the range allier
mental vision by bis general nation of things ; she in.,
stînctîvcly confines lier attention ta domcstic affairs
but lic awakens in lier an interest in tbangs outsîdc ai
the domestic circteby bis own interest in tht ropubîtc,
ai letters, in the domain ai politics, and in the arraval
ai news tramn aIl parts af the warld. Tht ane acts
an&reacts on the atier wath mutual advantage, and
the outcanie is the rational development ai bath in
their respective alatures.

Maan may. the sterner vîrtues lcnow,
Detcrmined justice, truti severe;

But (emate hecarîs wiîh pity glow,
And woman holds affliction drar:

For guihllss wocs, lier sorrows flow,
And sullcririr vire compels lier tear;

'Tis liera ta soothe tht ilis bciow,
And bid liic's tairer vitws appear.

To waman's gentie kind we awe
What comiorts and delights us litre;

They its gay lapes an yautli bestow,
And care tlaey sootiat and age thty cIter.

The one, it as clear, is flot complete without the ather,
and tic union ai th 'e anc witb the other is, ticrefore,
the plain intent of nature, as tic one is tht nécessary
complèment ai the other. Toward this unian titre
is inmplanted in tht bosom ai ceci, an inclination,
whi:li is awakened; nourisied and campletcd by the
companioasiip of tic anc with the otier ; but, %%,en
the tender passion is oacc excited, thcrc are aiteai

doubts and teati niixed witit expectâtions in a painful
struggle, betore the twa become anc llesh.

In Lave, If Lave be Lave, If Love lec ours,
Faitî and unfalîli can ne'e!r bce equal powetsa

Unfajîli ini aught is wu t of fith in aIl.
It is the little ri t wihin the lute,
That by and by will niake the niustc mute,

And ever widenli g slowly silence ail.
The little tit withlni the iover's lute,
Or littie pitted spcck tn.garnered fruit

That totiinq inward sîowly maulders àil.
It fi flot worth the keep ing : let fi go :
But shail itil answcr, da lng, answer, nu.

And trust mc not.At ail, or ail in aIl.
Many other tacts and arguments might have been

adduccd in support ai the point at issue ; but enough
bas been said ta show that the latercourse ai the anc
se% with the ather is a prime factor in pramoting the
inteilectuai, social and moral welfare af ýthe hum an
race. There is here a tumuit ai diverse emotions,
which shows the agitation of the heart in regard ta
the beloved objcct ; but there is withal a rtal sense ai
picasure, wvhich shaws that there is deep down in the
heart the secret of swect repose ln the beloved abject,
as set torth in the strain:

One, whose unconscious smiies werc want ta dart
Ineflable emotion through his heart-
A nameless synapathy, more sweet, more dear,
Than friendsgip, solaced hlm, when site was*near.

How can it be so, wbea there is ia the heart a strong
currznt of disturbance ? The hcart can worry
itself by its awn fictions, just as renson can entangle
itself in its own speculatians, but without entering
into the nictaphysical causes ai the tact, we appeal ta
the experience of mankind. If any, over whom lave
bas exerted its patent influence, cast their thouglits
in¶vard upon themselves, they will find that such is
a transcript ai their awn bearts, and that is in perfect
accord ivith truth or with the psychological conditions
ai the mmnd. The second!is the intercaurse of the
yaung with anc anotiiýr. An infant is for awhile
totaîly ignorant of the use ai the senses with which
lie is endowed. At first, lie dots nat sec abject;, and
when lie sets theai, lie does not know that hc can
tauch thcm. He pos.iesses the taculties ai knowing,
but he bas no knowledge ai anything, and lie will re-
main in that stite ai ignorance until his taculties of
knowing be awakeaed inta activiiy by wliat is ex-
ternal ta him.

WVhcn man with reasan dignified is born,
No images his naked mind adorn ;
No sciences or arts enrich his brain,
Nor Fancy yei displays her pictured train.
Hte no innate idcas can discerfi,
01 knowlcdge destitue, thougli apt ta i.aarn.

It is long before lie learns liaw ta use bis five senses,
or ta exorcise lis reason. On the anc hand, many
are the attempts he requires ta make befare lie camnes
ta torm the idea ai distance, or ta know the praper-
tics ofithings, or many are the pracesses lie requires
ta carry on betore be learns how ta walk and how ta
speak ; on the other hand, hie requires assistance in
every stop lie takes in the direction ai using bis five
stases or in the direction of excrcising bis rational
faculties, and any anc can sec that assistance tends
ta quîcken the taculties, by observing how miucli
laster a child improves whcn daily surrounded by
littic broibers and sisiers, or when actcd on by other
c.hildren outside ai the domestic circle. As thus set
forth, it is clear that the influence ai the yaung on anc
another is a reciprocal agcncy ta draw aut the tacul-
tics ai the human mind-it begins ta do sol in the
early days ai children, when they mix wiîli anc
another in the several neighbaurhoods. It continues
ta do so with great force in the days ai boys or aif
girls, whea thcy mcci each other in the schoolracin
and in the playground. It continues ta do so with
still greater farce in more advaawced years, wbcn
yaung persans associate wi:h ecd other from, samilar
pursuits, or froni similar tastes, or tram, similar pîca-
sures. There is in this way, wliether viewed in
quantity or quahity, a great confluence ai forces at
work ia the formation ai character among the young.
Multilariaus arc the influences whici they exert an
caci ailier, whcn tiey mneet at cammon resorts ta
wvhile away time, ta engage with ecd other ini sports,
and ta contend with anc another in games; when
tiey meet ta cnjoy thcmscîves at socials, picnics and
excursions ; when tiey meet together on -public occa-
sions, on holidays and on visits t a cd ather. Since
it is so, in a sense, pregnant witi great issues, Jt tie-
hooves the young ta- choose theii companiana. wîi
discrimination, as on that choice depends ia no snialî
degrcç thç,racýiçc of NiettÂe PuxitY ai hara =d
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