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* Three turkeys fair their last have breathed,
And now this world forever leaved ;

Their father, and their mother too,

They sigh and weep as well as you ;

Indeed, the rats their bones have crunched,
Into eternity theire laagched.

A direful death indeed they had,

As wad put any parent mad ;

But she was more than usual calm,

She did not care & single dam,”

This last word ie saved frqm all sin by its tender age, not
to speak of the want ofthe 71, Ve fear **she " 1s the aban.
doned mother, in spite of her previous sighs and tears.

¢ Isabeolla says when we pray we should pray fervently,
and not rattel over a prayer—for that we are kneeling at the
footstool of our Lord and Creator, who saves us fram eter-
nal dsmoatiop, and from unquestionable fire and brimston.”

She has a long poem on Mary Queen of Scots :—

¢ Queen Mary was much loved by all,
Zoth by the preat and by the small,

But hark ! het soul to heaven doth tise !
And I supﬁose she has gained a prize
For I do think she would not go

Into the awfu! place below ¢

‘There is a thing that 1 must tel),
Elizabeth went to fire and hell,

He who would teach ber to te civil.

It must be her great fricad the divil "

She hits off Darnley well :—

*¢ A noble’s son, a handsome lad,

By sc.ne queer way or other, had
Got quite the better of her beart.
With him she alwseys talked apart ;
Silly he was, but very farr,

A greater buck was not found there.”

¢ By some queer way or other ; is not this the general
casc and the mystery, young ladies and gentlemen? Goe-
the's doctnine of ** elective affinities ’ discovered by our Pet
Maidie.
SONNKET TO A MONKEY.
“ O lively, O most charming pug
Thy graceful air, and heavenly mug;
The beauties of his mind do shine,
Aud every bit is shaped and fine.
Your teetn are whiter than the soow,
Your a‘great buck, your a great bean;
Your eyes are of so nice a shape,
Mcre like a Chnistian's than an ape;
Your cheek is like the rose’s blume,
Your hair is like the raven's plume;
His nose's cast ;s of the Roman,
He is a very pretty woman.
1 could not get a thyme for Roman,
So was obliged to call him woman."
This last joke is good. She repeats it whea wnung of
James the Second being killed at Roxburgh :—
‘¢ He was killed by 2 caonon splinter,
Quite in the middle of the winter ;
Perheps it wasnot at that time,
But T can get no other thyme ! ™
(To 8¢ continued.)

FORMUSA THE BEAUTIFUIL.

There are few spots left in this matter-of-fact world which
bave so much of the ideal about them as Formosa. The
land of Atlantis, the Garden of the Hespetides and the
Island of Cieice bave had their day; Cyprus is not the
1sland 1t once was, and Capua is forgotten, but there still
lingers some romance about Formosa—the Cyprus of the
China Seas. It sceras to be the one spot that struck the
surly discoverers by its beauty. and, if Dr. Bridges is to be
believed, it is as beautiful as ever.  There lies a valein Ida.
says Lord Tennyson, lovelicr

* Than all the valigys of Ionidn hills;

The swimming vapour slopes athwart the glen,
Pats forth her arm and creeps from pine to pine,
And loiters, slowly drawn.  Oncither hand

The lawas and meadow ledges, midway down,
Habog rich in dowers, and far below them roars
The long brook falling through the clov'n ravine,
Io cataract after cataract to the sea.”

And this is Dr. Bridges® description of Formosa put into
nobler language. A« at Cyprus, too, there still remains the
worship of the Goddess of Love, as it was carried oo for-
merly 1 the pre-historic times of the Phoenicians. The
tribes on the East coast are ruled by women, and their re-
ligion is io_the haods of the priestesses of the Formoszz
Astarte.  The west part of the Island isindeed io the hands
of the unromantic Chinaman ; but no Cainaman ventures to
cross the mouataia range that ruos down the centre of the
islopd and divides the Formosans from the foreign dervils.
For in Formosa the Chinamen are, oddly enough, the civi-
lized element cocroaching on the barbarous. Then thereis,
too, th= romance of history attaching to Formosa. Io the
middle of the Seventeenth Century 2 tailor named Iquom
came to the Dotch settlement in Fomposa and waxed ex-
treroely rich.  His wealth increased so vastly that he owned
3,000 ships, and then he went and settled io Japan. There

= became aabitions.  He thinsted for empire and became
a sort of Ralph the Rover of the China Seza. He served the
province of Fol-kies aod cutered into mepotiatiom with
the Tartzr dynasty for the purpose of being recognized zs
ap independent sovereign s bat they pot him to Pekin acd
put him in prison. His son, Coxioga, was cqual to the
siteation, for, packiag up his goods, he sailed to Formoss.

Tn 1661 he cxpelled the Datch and ignominiously deleat.
ed the squzdron seat out from Holand to reiostate them, at
s time whea Dutch guns were heard in the Thames and
Holland was mistress of the sea. *

Apart, however, from its roniance, Formosa has asny
solid advantages. There is coal at Keluog, worked in Euro-
pean fashion since 1877, with a shaft 300 feet decp, and
this in itselfl ought to reader Formosa worth having, when
one thinks that coal is sent from Cardiff to supply the ves-
sels at Singapore and Java. There is sulphur in abundance,
and in Formosa are found gigantic laurels whose wood is
distilled for camphor, though Formosian camphor is run
close by that of Japan and Borneo, and alto by the arti-
ficial camphor now produced so easily by passing chlorine
gas through turpentine. There is rice, itoo, in abundance,
for Formosain the grapary of China, while the tea of the
island is traded extensively to America. The island is pro-
gressing fast. The capital. Tanisui, has 100,000 inhabi.
tants, and the secocd capital some 80,000, and the whole
west side is populsted as thickly as China or Belgium.
There are roads and a telegraph, and even some talk of a
wlway, for the late Governor Ting was very enlightened.

LIFE IN S7. PETERSRURG.

People here all arm themselves for the winter, There
can be no question as to its severity. Indeed, one
would be inclined to 1magine it were almost welcomed as a
friend, for keen disappointment 1s expressed when the snow
is tardy in falling. After the heavy rains which fall in the
late Autumn snow roads are almost a necessity of existence.
1f frost suddenly sets in before they are mazde it is under
great difficulties that the country people bring supplics to
the metropolis ; the price of provisioas rises in proportion,
and distress easues. Double windows are upiversal; they
ate an absolute necessity. For the rdmission of fresh air
one pane in each window is left so that it may be opened
at pleasure. The rest of the window is so thoroughly se-
cursd that not a breath of the keen air can enter. This
process accomplished, the difference of the temperature
within doors is sensibly perceptible, and heating by means
of stoves may then be delayed for some time. The inter.
10r of 2 Russian house is not familiar to all, so, under favour
of the Lares and Penates, we will enter the sacred domicile,
first premising that a well-kept house in St. Petersburg or
Moscow 1s exceedingly comfortable. A tall, portly swisse
(house porter) admits you, when o {ootrnen ushers you up 2
mostly spacious, handsome staircase, often of marble, and
after passing through the usual double doors you are intro-
duced into an antoroom where you leave your inevitable
garment —your fur cloak. The reception rooms are then
eotered, and these often seem interminable ; eight or nine
10 number 10 the houses on the Palace or Eoglish Quaysare
pot uncommon, generally opening into one another. The
10lud parquets ol the rooms are often very beautiful—the
floor polisher is an important iostitution in Russia: of
cnurse, some rooms ase Tichly carpeted and do justice to the
looms of Turkey aud Petsia. The silk or damask curtains,
wall hangings, and coverigs for the ottomans are superb.
All 15 luxurious ; vases of lapit-lazuli, porphyry, and mala.
chite, pictuies and objects of art in general arc in profusion.
The Rusmians ate very fond of promenading through their
surtes ot apartments,and amplespace is left for this purpose.
The winter being so lung, every conceivable means is used
to shed around the charms of warmer climates; trellises,
along which various creepets are trained, are introduced ;

retty baskets of plants (tulips, hyacinths, .:md camelias in
ull bloom, while winter is still ragiog ontside,) the constant
warm temperatute indoors being favourable to their cultiva-
tion. The Continental fashion of living in flats much pre.
yails here. Sleeping rooms are aot invarizbly numerous in
proporiiod to the reception rooms; but this state of thisgs
paturally improves with the increase of civilization.—7em.
ple Bar.

HINDU AND CHINESE CIVILIZATION.

Never did opposiog quali‘ies and defects establish 2 wider
guit between two races. Duting the 4,000 or 5,000 years
which make up her history China offers us the unique spec-
tacle, as it scems 10 we, of 2 society founded upoz 2 purely
human basis—without Prophet, without Messiah, without
Revealer, without mytkology; of a socicty calculated for
temperal well-being and the good o:ganization of this world,
and for nothing ¢lse. Indiz, on the other hand, shows us 2
not less surprising spectacle of o race exclusively speculative,
living by the ideal, buildiog its religion and its literature ic
the clouds, witbout any intermiogling clements drawn from
history oz reality. The characteristic feature of the Chin-
ese mind 15 a negation of the supernatural ; what it canoot
understand does not exist for it. India, on the contrary,
absorbed in the contemplation of the infinite, has exhzusted
her activity in the creation of an exuberant mythology, and of
innumerable systems of metaphysics. Not basthestudy orna-
ture, of man, ot of histoty, ever scemed to her worthy to
check her thought for an instant, Chinais indisputably,ofall
countrics, that which possesies the best ordered and the
most abundant archives. Since the twelfth century before
the Christian era she bas stored up dynasty by dyaasty, and
almost year by year, the official documents of her history,
the dectees of her sovercigas, the tules of her administra-
tiop. India, so prodigiously fruitful in everything clse, has
pot a line of history. She has reached modern times with.
out believing that the real is ever worth writing down. This
present life is for the Chinese the only sim of human activity,
For the Indizn 1t is but an cpisode in a series of existences,
a passage betweea two ctemitics.  On one side you bave a
bourgeos and teasonable race, narrow as common sense is
narrow ; on the other a race devoted to the infnite~—dreamy,
abzorbed, and lost in its own imagications. Nor are the

hysical characteristics of both less strikingly contrasted.

he bright oblique eye, the flat nose, the shost neck, the
cuooing look of the Chiaese indicate the man of commor
sease, well trzined in the aflairs of this world ; the noble
oatline of the Indisy, his slim figure, his broad, calm brow,
his deep, tranquil cye, show s a race wade for meditstion,
and destined even by its very crrors, to provide us with a
.measnre of the speculative power of humanity.—32fcemil
lass’s Mogasine.

Ermisn anp Eorrion <Erens,

PrussiA consumes about three million gallons of wine
annually. '

Tur island of Guernsey has closed the public-houses
duting the whole of Sunday.

THR bishop of Chicester, Dr. Durnford, although in
gi:ieighty-ﬁrzt year, is still fully equal to all his episcopa!

uties. .

A roLITICAL meeting has been held in Old Knox church,
Dunedio, and some people are insisting that the presbyteig
should take action on the subject.

IT is said that Bismark will supgest to the cabinets at
Pzris and London that a conference be held to determine
the boundaries on the West Coast of Aftica.

THr Rev. Thomas Spurgeon has been lecturing 1n
Britain on New Zealand., Collections were made on behalf
of the fund for building his tabernacle at Auckland.

A PROPOSTION to give the present Lord Mayor of Lon-
don a second term was promptly souffed out by that high
fuoctionary, who seems to have had quite enough of it.

MucCH sympathy is felt for the lord primate of Ireland in
a family affliction.  His daughter has committed suicide in
a petiod of temaporary insanily. She was fifty years of age.

THE two -islands in the Straits of Sunds, Steers and
Calmeyer, which spraog up last year atthe time of the
Krakatoa eruption, have a,ain been swallowed up by the
e,

A cAPTA:N of a United States revenue cutter reports that
a new valcano has been discovered at Four Moutains, near
Seventy-two Pass, Alaska, The Kowak River has been
fully explored.

GrNERAL Alexander, M. P., was severely censured at the
franchise demonstration at Kilmarnock for having spoken
of Principal Rawny and Dr. Hutton of Paisley as ** two tur.
bulent priests.”

AT a bazaar in aid of the funds of a Congregational
chapel opened by the mayor ot Bitmingham, five and ten
pouand notes were raffled. The offence was reported to the
police, and on hearing of it the mayor immediately ordered
it to be discontinued.

THEe Abbé Gloricux, Principal of St. Michzel's College,
Portland, Oregon, has been appointed Apostolic Vicar for
Idaho, which includes all of Idaho and part of Montana
lyiog west of the Rocky Mountains.,

In the MSS. of the dramatized form of ¢ Never Too Late
to Mend,*1he late Charles Reade penned a marginal pote
to one passage : “‘If the audience fails 10 weep here the
passage has not been prnperly acted.”

THeRE is said to beno t:uth in the report which was a
few days ago telegraphed from St.  Petersburg and Copen-
hagen to London to the effect that the Russian Government
contemplate fitting out a great north polar expedition.

A CARRIAGE is being built for Emperor William, the
whole upper portion of which is to be constructed of glass,
and which is to enable the monarch to attend manceuvres,
parades, and other public occasions in unfavourable weather.

AT a recent conference between Prioce Bismarck and a
number of merchants of Hamburg it was agreed that
Germaoy should simply estabhish a proteciorate over Angra
Pequena, but that the Cameroons district should be anpexed
outright.

THE Rev. Thomas Spurgeon will publish in a volume the
sermons preached by him at the Metropolitan Tabernzcle,
while filling his father’s place. These sermons produced =
very deep impression on the audience, and the volume is
eagerly looked for.

THE story that Mgr., Lachat, the Bishop of Basle, will be
made a Cardinal at the coming consistory, which will be
held on tke last day of the moath if Rome remains free from
cholera, if true, records the fisst Swiss Cardinal since
Mathias Schinner’s time—1510.

THE Rev. Philip Browne, vicar of St. Jamer’, Edpbas-
ton, Birmingham, during the past thizty-two years, was
found dead in his bed 2shot ime since.  He ofitvated the
previous Sabbath forenocon. Mr. Browne wias ons of the
oldest ministers in Bitmiogham.

M. LxoN SAY presided at the monthly banquet of the
Socicte des Ecoromsstes.  Speeches were delivered denunci-
atory of French protection tendencies, and claiming that the
only remedy for the agricultural distress of the coantry is
liberty and the reduction of all duties upon food.

A NEW volume of sermans by Dr, Alex. McLaren,of Man.
chester has been published. The sermons have been care-
fully revised by the autlor since their first appearance in a
popular periodical.  Dr. McLaren purposes to continue the
publication of his sermons in similar half-yearly volomes.

Two of the Scottish Episcopal day schools, one at Air-
drie and 2 lerge school at Christ church, Glargow, have
been abandoned, 1o the Iattez case the buildiogs were re-
ported upon as unsatisiactory by the Government inspector,
and though an appeal was made for funds the response was
not sach as to render it possible to provide new buildiogs.

THE Pans city authnrities desiriog to t2ke possession of
the Church of St. Nicholasdes Champs, on account of the
widening of the street apoa whichitstood, 2 delepate from
the prefecture was seot for that porpote.  The curé refused
to deliver the keys, when a crowd insaded the charch and
sang the ** Mameillaise,” and committed other improprie-
ties.

TuzRz has beea 2 terrible ountbrezk of typhoid fever at
Kiddcrminster, in Eogland. Between 600 and 700 attacks
have altogether been repotted, the majority bemng upon
youpg persops, among whom the principal mortality Aas
occurred, but many adults are also victims of the ontbreak.
The fever is duc to the zoutce of the water supply being from
a well in the middle of the sewage pomping works.
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