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hoped that God’s blessing may attend Mr. MacKay's
labours among them. J. MUNRO, Clerk pro ten.
PRESDYTERY OF MANITOBA.—A pro re nata meet-
ing of this Presbytery was held on the 26+h ult. in the
basement of Knox Church, Winnipeg. There were pre-
sent Revs, Prof, Hart, clerk, Winnipeg; Dr. Black,
Kildonan ; A. Campbell, Rockwood ; and W, Mullins,
Headiegly ; also Dr. Agnéw and S. Matheson, elders,
Dr. Black, in the absence of the Moderator, was chosen
to preside, After devotional exercises, the action of the
clerk in calling the maeting was sustained. Rev. J.
Thomson,ot Sarmia, and Rev. C, B. Pitblado, of Halifax,
being present, were asked to sit as corresponding mem-

bers. The only business before the meeung was to |

arrangc tor theinduction of Rev. Mr, Frvlado as pastor
of St. Andrew's Church. It was arranged that the
induction should take place in the court-house, on
Wednesday, 14sh December, at 2.30 o'clock n the
evening. Rev. A. Campbell was appointed to preside
ontheoccasion, Rev. W. R. Ross to preach ; Rev. Dr.
Black to address the minister , and Rev. James Robert-
son the people.  The mecung was chen closed in the
usual way,

PRESBYTERY OF LANARR ANL RENFREw.—~This |

body met in Carleton Place on 1 _esday, December
6th, the Rev. John Bennett, Modeiator, presiding.
There was a large attendance during the first sederunt,
at the dose of which many members left for their
homes, and left what remained of the business alsc
to be done by those who stayed to the close. The
following were the principal items of business of
general interest . A committee appointed to draw up
a scheme of missionary meeungs, to be held within
the bounds, reported. In connection with this report,
a discussion atose as to the propriety of continuing
the plan of holding missionary meetings, or of substi-
tuting in their stead a general exchange of pulpits and
preaching missionary sermons. Upon a vote being
taken, it was decided to continue the system of holding
missionary meetings. Owing to the number of pro
re nata, special and adjourned meetings which have
been held during the past year, a committee previously
appointed, to consider as to whether it would not be
better to meet bi-monthly, and to have one fixed
place of meeting on all ordinary occasions, reported.
It was agreed that Carleton Place should be the or-
dinary place of meeting at—to conunuc to meet
quarterly upon the fourth Tuesday of February, May,
August and November. It was also agreed, in order
to afford an opportunity for social intercourse, that the
Presbytery should dine together in a body on thefirst
day of meeting, The Home Mission report was pre-
sented by the convener, Rev. Robert Campbell, M.A.,
of Renfrew, which stated that, with one slight modi-
fication, all the grants asked for had been obtained.
Coupled with this, two recommendations were very
urgently presented, viz. . first, that a-most vigorous
effort should be made to keep up the Presbytery's
contribution to the Home Mission fund of the Church
to at least sts preseat amount , and secondly, to seduce
grants in every case possible. In the propriety and
wisdom of these recommendations every member of
Presbytery acquieiced. It wasalso, to the great ;rati-
fication of the Presbytery, reported that the offer of
$500 for five years, made by some unknown member
of our Church, to be spent in some part of the Home
Mission field, had been secured for the Nipissing dis-
trict, and more especially for Callender and its neigh-
bourhood, when the location of that place is definitely
fixed. It was also stated that the sum of $100 a year
would be expected from the Presbytery as its Lontribu-
tion in aid of the mission among the lumbermen,
The overture anent chaunges in the standing orders
regulating the order of business in the General As.
sembly, and also the proposed modifications affecting
the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, were assented
to ssmpliciter. At the nextregular mesting of Presby-
tery the evening sederunt is to be sat apart for Presby-
terial conference upon the state of religion and Sunday
school work. Whereas it has sometimes been found
necessary for a time, during the vacancy of a weak
supplemented congregation, to classify it as a mission
station, and then again as a vacated congregation, are-
port wasread by the clerk, and agreed to, suggesting a
method for the better ordenng of such changes, so zs
to avoid any apparent discrepancy between the Presby-
tenal returns of the clerk and convener of the Pres-
bytery’s Home Mission Committee. A committee
was appointed to consider and, if possible, devise some
means to sccure the better att~ndance of members of
Presbytery, not only at the beginning, but to the end
of its meetings.—COM.

i haads.

$S00ks AnD dfkAcAZINES,

THE WESTMINSTER TEACHER for January, 1882,
made its appearance a week ~go, and that in a new
dress.

CArs’ CRADLE RHYMES AND PICTURES FOR CHiL-
DREN. (New York : R. Worthington.}~The thymes
and illustrations in this fine art juvenile book are ali
original. The poct and the artist are both evidently
in possession of the key to the mystic realm of child.
hood’s untrammelled imaginauon, The plates are
beautifully coloured, the execution being admirablein
avery respect, and, takea altogether, © Cats® Cradk
is one of the most attracuve among the many attrac.
tive Christmas publications:sssued this season,

ROSE-BELFORD’S CANADIAN MoNTHLY. (To-
ronto . Rose-Bellord Publishing Co.)—The Lecember
number closcs the twenueth haif-yearly volume of the
*Canadian Monthly.® Jtreaches the end of 1ts tenth

| decade with indications of a vigorous vitality, and s

permanent success is pretcy well assured.  Ine great
difficulty in the way of such enterpnises is that of
making such a selection of contributions as will se-
cure public confidence. This difficuliy can be over-
come only by the most careful editing, but in the pre-
sent instance the task of overcoming it is in good
Among the contributors to the present
number we find Nicholas Fiood Davin, Miss Machar,
and Rev. J. S. Stone. “ Six Days of Rural Felicity ”
and Mr. Samue! Thompson's * Reminiscences of a
Canadian Pioneer ” ate concluded. There is an un-
finished Chiistmas hymn by the late libiarian of ue
Ontario Parliament, and some neat verses to the
author’s memory by Mr. Malvany. Taken altogether,
it is a good average number.
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INTERNATIONAL LEZSSONS.
LESSON LIIL

Dec. o . 1sa. ix.
2% 1 THE BABE AND THE KING. ety
vorveR Texi.—*' Of whom Moses in the law, and

the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth,”—John

i 45.
HOME READINGS,

M. Luke ii. 2-19. .....The Child Born.

T. Johni.1-14...... ...The Child’s Origin.

W. Johnin, 2-16 ...... .The Child s Mission.

Th. Luke i. 26 33 ....The Cbhild's Kingdom.

F. Peitaar  ....... The Kingdom Promised.
S. Dan.vii. 1+14. .......The Kingdom’s Extent.
Sab. Rev, xix. 1-13. «..... The King in His Kingdom.

HELPS TO STUDY.

The prophecy of which the text of our lesson forms a part
was spoken by Isaiah in the reign of Ahar, king of Judah.
This king ** walked 1o the ways of the kings of Israel, and
made molien smages fur Baal, burat incease i the valley of
the sop of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire, after
ths abominations of the heathen ;" and for this reason * Je.
hovan, his God, delivered him into the hands of the king of
Syria** (<ec 2 Chron. xxviii., and 2 Kings xvi.). To resist
the combined attack of Sysiz and Isracl {called Ephraim
after its most prominent inbe), Ahaz called in 2 common
enemy—Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria. For this the pro-

het reproves Judah, but foretells deliverance, and with the
ower and more temporary blessings interweaves promases
that could only have their full accorplishment in the com
ing of the spiritual Deliverer—the Messiah of the Abmahamic
promises.

 Throughout the whole prophecy,” says the * Sundo~
School Times,” ** Judzh and the house of David, with t!..
tarbulence in the reign of Ahaz, are used as the lower ob-
jects, in which at least a part of the prophecy has a lower
fulfilment ; but there is no child of judah before Jesus of
whom the words of this lesson would be even measurably
tiue.”

The following is the natural division of the lesson text:
(r) The Humble Child, (3) The Exalted Gosernor, (3)
The Ewrlast:ng Kingdom,

1. Tux HumsLe CHiLpD.—Ver. 6. The * Shorter Cate-
chism ' (see Quest. 27) regards Christ’s * being bomrn” as a
part of His humiliation.

Unto us a Child is born. A narrow view of thisan-
nouncement, confimng it to the tribe of Judah, would at
onee refute itseld. It is quitc true that the tribe of Judah
can use the words “untous” in this connection in a sense
in which they cannot be used by the rest of the human race 3
but in that sense what isit that give, any force or meaning at
all to these words? Many children were born to that tribe ;
which of them is mean'? Children were bom to other
tribes and nations: hows it that Judah c2n challenge the
world in this matter? Was there a child born 10 the house
of Judah such 3s never was born to any vther tnbe or pa-
tion? Yes, and that Cluld was Chust,

In the most precious sense, however, it is only the hense-
hold of faith that can truly and joyflully say of the Savious,
4 Unto us & Child is born, urto us a Son is given,”

' It makes all the difference in the world,” says Mr. H.
Clay Trumbull, * whether the child is born unto #s or unto
our next-donr neighbour—when that child is the only Sa.
viour in the universe.  If we were on a sinking ship, and a
life-boat came alongside, It would be a matter of no liule
moment to us to know whetlier that boat 'had come for 1y,
or for everybody on that ship except us,” If we wereina
starving group in a time of famine, and bread was brought, we
should have a hively interest in knowing if it were brovght
fut us, ot only for others' use. It Is not & mattes of selfish
strupgle for our share al somebody else’s costs for no one {s
a loser by our gain at such & time. It is only a question
whether we as well as others can hare a portion in that
which 1s out only hope, The Child of promise 13 born to
eve y sou! which trusts ltself 1o Him. Is He bom to youl?
is He your Saviour? Untll that question is genled, it isa
minor matter whether all that was prophesied of Him was
fuihued ; wheiher, indeed, e ever came sato this woild,
and lived, and suffesed, and died here, and aow reigos in
glary  1f Jesus Cheist is nat vour Savinur, then, to far as
you are concesned, the Child Jesus might as well have never
been born.”

1I. Tue Esavien Guveanua. Vet 6, Sec “'Shoiter
Catechism,” Questions 36 and 28 See also Isa. xxil 223
Ps, fi. 6; Ps. ex. 12 Jer. xxlil. g3 Zech. vi. 13: Matt.
xxviii. 18; Cor. xv, 25 ; Eph. i. 21, 22,

Evea alicr making aliowance fur the wildest license of
Oiicaial speech, the desuipaun here given cannot apply 10
any mere human being.  All the anclent Jewish expod{ors
agree in npplzing it to the Messiah, The evangelist Mate
thew tumns this same prophecy 1nto hisiory, quoung the
wouids almost immedia.cly preceding those ol our text, and
applying them to thie coming of Chr'st (sece Martt iv. 13 16).

is name shall be called wonderful. \Vhen Manoah
(Judges xii, 1K) csked for the name of the ** Angel of the
Laad™ whe spuke to him, the answee given him was, © Why
askest thou alter My pame, seeing it is secret {margin, wone
derful]?”  Of course this is not the only means of identifying
the Lord jesus Christ with the  Angel-Jehovah,” whose
vanuus appearances ate tecotded in the Otd Iestament, To
whum i e woid * wundesful 7 svapplicalicas st s to the
Savinur? ** He is wonderful ” says a commentator, *'in
the constitution of His person, in the characterof His works,
in the depth of His sufierings, and in the extent of His

giave, " ' wondeiful,” says anuther, *'in Himself, in His
sayings, and in His doings.”
Counsalior * The name ‘counsellor,’” says Dr. C. S.

Robinson, **significs one who gives advice. This Second
Persun i the adorable Trinuy is the Pime Mimster in
Gul's kingdom, He s the Munasch of this wuild, He 1s
Head over all-things to the Church, He is the Advocate of
sinners, and the Confidential Adviser of each true believer.”

The mighty God. Themeaning of this title cannot be
twisted into **a godlike hero, 2 supremely powerful mon.

arch,” without trampling on the ordinary rules of Biblical

interpretation. The expression mesns here just what it
means elsewhere in the Old Testament—for example, in
such passages as Jer, xxxii. 18, Deut. x. 17, and Isa. x. 21,

The Everlasting Father, Have we not an explanstion
of this from Chiist’s own lips? Jf we have, then ‘' there is
none like that,” let us accept it. On the night before His
crucifixion, when a disciple said, “Shew us the Father,”
He locked at him and said, * Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? He
that hath secen Me hath seen the Father also.” *Jam in
the Father and the Father in Me.”’

The Pnnce of Peace. Sec Eph. ii. 13-17 3 Ps. Ixxii,
7 Os. swxxv. 10; Luke ji. 14; John xiv. 27; Rom. v, 1.
Christ is he Peace.maker between God and man, He abol-
“eucs wac to the ends of the earth, and bestows upon all
who receive Him the inward peace which * passeth all un-
derstanding.”

1I1. Tue EveriastinG Kinupom.—Ver, 7. See 2
Sam. vii. 16 ¢ Ps. Ixxii. 8-11; Ps. lxxxix. 36, 37; Dan. ii.
35-44 s Lukei. 33, * Thercisonly one Government,” says
Mr. Trumbull, ** that 1ssure to stand while the world stands 3
and i4az wuvernment wiid be stronger when the world has
passed away than while the world stood, Every onceina
while timid souls pet frightencd over the outlook of Christian-
ity, and are in doubt whether, afterall, theincrease in Christ’s
goveinment hasn't come to an end; but the Word of God
standeth sure. The gates of hell and the pages of the
‘North American Review® shall not prevail sgainst it.
Not only shall there be no end to this government, but there
shall be no end to its imerease.  Chust’s cause is mightier to-
day than ever before, aud at 1s making progress day by day.
A great many who believe that this cause 35 not 10 be wholiy
overthrown, are fearfal jest it is Josinggronnd row that they
have grown old and their grandfathe's are dead, But while
they are groaning, Chnstianity is growing; and it will be
atill making headway when soe are old and foolish enough to
think that the new days are poorer than the old days, and
that those who are to take our places are not so wise and so
upright as we bave been. The cause of Christ is making
headway, and ‘of the increase of His government there
shall be no end." We can all be sure of this.”

A CANADIAN SPEAKS.

YWhen anything worth s:xy'ing is spoken in that terse apnd

Foinlcd way that ¥eak the imprea€of honest gonviction, we
ike to have peoplf kjow the witareof the ication.
Of suc/Ya gan the islloding fr - F. Haist,
Camp ., FLig Co jd. Mz Haist
says; hezlth, I would
write affe conce wofderful remedy, St.
Jacobs as bave been gedpp vari-

lywesd extochally, but g would
help mpe” Finally TOCUT! le d oil,
which cured me afefr a i other-in-
law, who has also been 2 great suffejer from sficumatism,

was also instantly relieved by the u
Remedy. St. Jacobs Oil is a great blesffag to suffering
humanity, and I shall do everything in my power to wake
known its merits.”




