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it is for the most part in relation to others. Those
Who need it lcast wil be the most ready te take ad-
vantage cf it, whle the comjpoundly sgnorant-Uiose
Who have littie or ne sense of their deficicncies-wil
stand aloof, or perbaps find fauît.. But that is no mca-
son why wc should net be at sone trouble and ex-
pense, with the view of benefiting those Who are
sensible of their deficiencies and open te impreve-
ment. And besides the immédiate advantage te
teachers Who arc now open te imprevement, it caniiot
reasonably be doubted that contact with men of large
expérience is fitted te awaken in others a conscious-
ness of deficiency and a désire for imprevement, which
other means have fa iled te awaken.

RULING ELDERS.

Mit. EDIToR--I know .you bate long letters, and I
amrnomt geing te bore yen with any such great long
screed as I sce some of your contributors deliglit te
send you. If you read ail of those episties, Mr. Edi-
tor, before they arc printed, I pity you. But te corne
te my own matter. Wc were busily engaged one
cvening last week, that is my fricnd and I were, in
reading a vcry interesting and instructive littie book
that bas lately come eut, and which is called the
" Diary of a Minister's Wife.» We read, it I say, with
grent interest and no small amusement, havimg a
good deal of hcarty laugliter over some of Uic tuthful
descriptions there given. Aftcr finishing the stomy we
both came te the conclusion that the minister in very
many cases has certainly a hard row to Ace, and 50

has the minister>s wife-much harder indced, wc
thouglit, than there is any occasion for. For instance,
iiew, I tbought it absurd that a ninister should be cx-
pccted te do ail the visiting needed in a large con-
gregatien, or even in a smail one for that matter of
it, looking after al bis flock both in health and
discasc, kecping tack of evcry ache and pain, of
cvery fresh arrivai in every family, of the seasen's
crep, and the state of trade for ten years back, and
especially when he is supposed te be scconded by a
body of "ruling eiders." IlWhat yen say is quite
truc,» replied my friend, "and for my part I should
be glad te knew wbat the ruling eiders are good for.
You neyer sec then, neyer hear of then. You are
supposed te belong te some elder's district, but lie
neyer looks near you." Now Mr. Editor, can yen cm-
ligliten us on anytbinig touching the duty ef a ruling
eider, and whethem or mot it is lis part te relieve the
mînister of a great deal of unnecessary trouble and
werry. Should an eider do anything more than corne
round with communion cards three or four times a
year, and help te dispense.the elements, or should lie
net ? * AN INQUIRER.

THE MARRL4 GE Q2UESTION.

ML- EDITOR,-I have becn interested in the letters
,which have nppeared in your columns froni time te
tume about the question of marriage with a deceasedi
wife's sister, and Uiough my head has been semewhat
turcd by the vast amount of learning exhibited, and
the keenness dispiayed in the discussion, yet with a
very littie more light on the subject I feel pretty cer-
tain that I shall be brougbt te sec things as they
zihould be seen, te feel convinced that any such mar-
riage is clearly forbiddcn by the entire decalogue,
and te rest assured of the heinous moral guilt of any-
one Who shall venture te form, any such alliance as
the one in question. But, Mr. Editor, 1 arn a simiple
inan, and should like somefrtber information on one
or twe ether peints before coming finaliy te a decision
u n the ene. Now sir, in thei i îth chapter of Leviti-
cus and the 8th verse, I rend conceiming the hare and
thc swine these werds, "0Of their flesh 'shah y. net
cnt, and their carcase shahl ye mot toucli: they arc
unclean unte yeu." In the i7th cliapter of the same
book and the 14th verse, arc these words, IlYe shalh
&sat the biood of ne manner of fiesb, for Uie life of al

te accept Uic one and reject the oUier? Do " Beta,"
and others who think with him, cat ne pork, refrain
froin blood, and leave the corners of their fields un-
rea ped ? If mot, why flot ? Mu.

THE CHRISTIN'S PE4 CE.

"Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto yen." -
John xiv. al.

How dcep is the peace of the ocean caves,
Down many a fathom beneath the waves,
Where unheard is even the ternpest'i hum,
And thc boldcst diver can neyer corne,
Where pearis are born, and where corais spread,
And strewn are the bones of the sailors deacl,
And the iong-iost goid of the rich galleons,
That foundered rent in the wild monsoons,
Lies on the sand in unbroken night,
And so wili lie tilîl the judgment light 1

How deep is the peace of the midnight sicy,
When the moon in Ioveiiness walks on high,
And the stars, like barges whose crews are asleep,
Float through the tranquil ethereal deep,
Steered by the Pilot wlýo neyer slcps-
What vigil mysterions there He keeps 1
And far bciow in the thunder's blare-
The tumuits of chies arrive flot tAere,
Nor bell, nor wheel, nor the musket's rattie,
Nor trump that musters the host to battie,
No sound disturbcth the hush of niglit,
Nor wili till thc dawn of the judgment light 1

Open the Testament, full of glory
Surpassing far the Arabian's story;
Such is the pence that the Master wiiis,
Ani such the pence that the servant fils-
Pence as reai, sublime, and deep,.
As of ocean's cavemn, or night's blue sweepl1
'Tis pence with God, for the Lamb has bled;
'Tîs peace of heart, by the Spirit shed ;
'Tis Christ's own pence, for, through union sweet
With Him, it flows from the mercy seat.
This peace within, in the midst of foes,
How Stephen's face like an angel's giows-
He's not afraid of the storm without,
The crashing stone and the murderous shout 1

Inciuding more than creation's goid,
Ne'er cao this legacy's worth be told 1
Whoso the giorious boon has crowned,
OVer cvery iii' will be victor found.
Corne sickness, poverty, scorn, or shame,
He'il sufer gladly for Jesu's name.
Lo 1 Peter sleeps on the eve of dcom,
And Paul sings ioud in the dungeon's gioom,

* And Bunyan biddeth, in Bedford jaii,
Immortal visions of spiendour bail!1
Yen, strong in Uic pence that no worldliog knows;
The noble army of martyrs goes
Onward in evcry age and chine,
On their faces trie light of a better time,
From Rome's dark catacombs, Spanish dens,
Up the Swiss Alps, and down Scottish giens,
By bloody scafolds, through flood and fire,
loto the reaim that the good desix -
loto Uic city where sorrowu cease,
The radiant home of the God of pence!1

Cabourr. jAmxs BALLANTINE.

BIBLE WITNES.

MR. EDITOR-My brother, Mm. Laing, takes ex-
ception to my views on Bible wines. Nothing can be
farther from my desime than controversy, and especi-
ally with a brother so able, and one with wbom it
bas been my privilege generally to agree. I bave
been impelled to study this subject, to speak and
write on it, by witnessing the awful misery that
thle drinking usages are continually bringing on
someone in whom I arn inte rested, and -therefore
rny heart yearns to do what it can to check Uiis
greatest cvii of the age. I arn only anxious to find
the truth in Uiis natter, and I would plead with my
brethren te join with- me in trying to stop this fearful
traffic in the bodies and souls of men. If I make mus-
takes I arn wiling to b. put ight, for l'have no other
object in view than that which I know my good bro-
ther Laing hias equafly at heart. I admit Uic weight
which should be attached to the document he gives
as to Uic Presont use of femmented wines in Syia ;
but yet I think lie does flot fairly meet my argu'.
ment and facts as te the différent kinds of wines, in

blerniof the pleaures of piety and of the pleasures f
sin ? Would God cail a thing 'Ia mockêtr » and th,
press that mocker to men's lips? Such a suppositl'
is an insuit to Jehovah and a mockery of human ré
son. Wouid God exclude men froni heaven for a viq
without being opposed to ,that vice and every tempt
tion to it? General denials that unfermented ga
juicç is flot cailed wine in' Scripture are of no
whatever in the face of facts I have already gi91
froni the best authorities as to the use of the terni i
reference to the grapes theniselves, and the fresh
expressed juice of tic grape. The facts I havegv
cannot be denied, and my brother does flot attempt
do it. As to the practice of the modern Jews in
sia, I had that froni the son of a Rabbi. Gýav
opinion does flot set aside the far higher evidence,
have given of several eminent schoIars. As to
statement of Dr. Fowlcr, I arn surprised that myba
ther would condescend to notice it, for it has nothi*
to do with my line of argument . I am only eki
to ascertain and set forth Uic truth in order to an Î
portant end which we have ail at heart, and I m
no such irreverent statements. Nor should my line,~
argument be chargcd with it. Instead of irreleva
statenients, let my brother hclp us ail to understal
Uiis subject better in the light of Scripture andfù
and I wiil be greatly delighted. But even if thevi
I have set forth on Uic wines of Scripture be unti
bic, the positions of numbers 6 and 7' arc amply su~
cient for ail that the friends of temperance and prol
bition bave in vicw. Since the vice of drunkenness
far more extensive and ruinous than in our Lor
day, I believe that if our Lord and His aposties w~
now on earth they would do al Uiey could to stop t
traffic and to gct ail Christians to have nothing to
with it. 1 certainiy do flot denounce eamnest Chx
tians who do flot agree with the views I have set f011
on Bible wines. On the contrary, I welcome e,~
brother as a co-workcr in Uic cause of God andmn
whatevcr his theoretic viewswho is willing to coè
erate in earnest efforts to stay this fearful tide of c
which is dcstmoying so much happiness and hLidri

50 gmcatly Uic cause of God. ROBERT W4ALLACD

REVIVAL IN PETERBORO'.

MR. EDITOR,-I write you a few limes to tel
readcrs about a very interesting work of grace wh
is in progress in Peterboro', in connection with t

labours of E. Payson Hammond. It began two we
ago. Each evening thc largest churches have b4
crowdcd, and hundreds. have manifested deep anxid
about etemnal things. My own church last eveni
was too small for the crowds who attempted to

entrance. It was difficuit even at a late hour to,
duce Uic people to leave Uic church, s0 great
their anxiety for their personal salvation. Yet tI~
has bccn no undue excitement. The effect has
produced by the simple preaching of the Word
dependence upon the Spirit. One of Uic most Ini
esting featumes is Uic work among the young.
eral of Uic ministers have testified that nearly al
young men in their Bible classes are rejoicing,.
having found Uic Saviour. A prayer meeting
lately started by Uic young men of Uic union sch.,
and 'each day the attendance has largely increai
At the meeting yesterday, when there wemc frorn f
to fifty, some'young men for Uic first time in pu
poured out their hearts in prayer. As far as we,
judge there is aiso a very great quickening on>
part of the members of the differet churches. Mi
who were at first mucli opposed toà Uie methods
ployed in the meetings are now cobpcrating"hear
in the work. Ail denominations are sharing in-,

blessing. E. F. ToRRA1fCe
Peterboro', Feb. ytk, z&S'.-

ST. Louis, with a population Of 353,000, lias >
ninety-seven Evangelical churches, with 50,579 si.t~
n% 7dnR799mebm-bers.
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