ie

‘¢ At the age of thirteen, he formed, with
some of his school-fellows, a juvenile so-
ciety, several members of svhich subse-
quently became members of the [nstitute
{of France.) ‘Theirinvestigations became
wore important as their year advanced,—
andlelectricity Jand maguetism, umong other
subjecty, engaged their attention. Lacepede
haviug mwade some experiments, and de-
duced conclusions which appeared new to
him, he transmitted them tv Buftfon, who
noticed them in the supplements of his
work.”?

I'lis was iudeed an honour to the young
philosopher,—and as ho went about this
time to Paris, he made the ¢ forma! ac-
quaintance” of the two great men with
whom he had before corresponded. 1Inthe
socivty of Buffon, Gluck, and the elite of
the 1 wisian academicians, his time passed
away “inu kind of erchantineni,”—aund
huvisg. at the request ot his retatives, ae-
cepted 2 pominul rank in the srmy of oue
of the Germaun states, he theu followed the
beut of s own inclivation, and, us we be-
fore said, devoted himsell to music— his
pursuit of which, however, closed with the
cotwposition of his unacted opers, and of a
woik enntled ¢ 'The Poetry of Music,”
which introduced him to the notice of Fre-
derick the Greet, King of Prussia, and of
many other ewinent juen.  We pass over
a period during which he published two
philosophical works, which added nothing
to his reputation, and continued that part
of Buffun’s Natural History that related to
aniwals, in a first voluwe of the History of
Reptiles, judged worthy of the great work
to which it was appended.

T'he year 1738 arrived,—the French Re-
volution comnenced, andthatwhich chang-
ed alikie the desiinies of the moaarch and
the peasant, did not fuil to alter ¢ the pros-
pects of the young nawralist.” }e sud-
denly fouad himsell popular—for the peo-
ple had thew eyes Jirected to talent ;—<¢ he
waus successively chosen President of his
section, comnander of the National Guard,
extraordinary depury of Agen (his native
place) to the Assemblee Constituante,
member of the General Council of the de-
-partment of Paris, president of the electors,
deputy of the first legislature, and president
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of that assembly.” But the native kind
ness of his heart was opposed to the views
of the principal actors in these greatevents,
tie was denounced by the press as an ene.
my, forced {row Paris by bis friends,—aund
when, in the simplicity of a heart that judg-
cd no evil of his fellow creatures, he desiy-
ed to return t a city where his life would
have bieen immediately sacrificed, and caus-
ed an application for permission to'do soto
be made to Rohespierre, that monster, for
once actuzted by a spark of humanity, re-
plicd-—< He?s in the country 2 Tell himo
stay there :” an answer which saved the
philosopher’s lite,

< Of all the occupations in which M. de
Lacepede had been induced to engage, the
sciences wlone, as is usual, remained faith-
{ful to him in the time of misfortune, and it
was with them he consoled; himself in lns
retreat.  Resuming the habits of bis youth,
passing the day in the midst of the woody
or oun the banks of the rivers, he traced his
plan of ks Nutural History of Fishes—the
most important of his works., Tmmediate-
ly afier his return, (to Paris,) he com-
menced its compaosition,~—and ar the end of
two years, in 1798, he found himself in 2
cond:iion to pabiish the first volume. Fuse
volumes appeared in successicn, the last in
1893.»

Of this work it issaid by Cuavier, ¢ Even
at the present day there is no work on the
History of Fishes superior to Lacepede’s,
and he ig always quoted on the sulject:
when the immense materials collected in
these latter days shall have been put toge-
ther in another work, the brilliant picces
of’ colouring, full of sensibility and deep
philosophy, with which he hus enriched kis
work, will not be forgotten.  Science, from
its nature, 1s cvery hour advancing; but
the great writers will not remain the less
immortal.”

This work was soon followed by his Ce
tacia (History of Whales), and severa!
others more or less important; but the
change of Governient by the master-spirit
which now appearcd—Napolcon—briugs
us to a renewal of Lacepede’s political
career. He was replaced in aull the high
offices ke bad beld, and elevated to vthest
still more important,—being appointed Fre:




