
TRJNJTY UNJVEJi-SITy REVJEW.

CtltrlY is now beirig made by the Christian Literature
tIO4Panyof INewv Yot-k. Each of the ten volumes coniposing9eries is in charge of one or two capable men, so that~Vry Period will be treated bya scholar chosen for bis special

'nOwleclge and fitniess for the work, whose ain is to give a,ei Unbiased, and interesting account of the epochtrLsted to birn. If we inay bazard an opinion based upon'
arexamination of one of the volumes that have alreadybel Publishied, and upon the calibre of the men respons.,iblefrthe work, these volumes will be read much and by

ýthe Anglican brandi of the Chu rcb blas been awardedthe Otract for building a considerable part of this ten-
t~ jhstorîcal castie. Bisbop Coxe was to have erected"e ae t, but his death lias made it necessarv to secure
hi t er author to finish the sketch of the Apostolic Age.%~h0  otter of New York and Archdeacon Tiffany wille)t ethe series witb their volume on The Post-
t. P0StO]ic Age. We may be sure, tben, that the fou nda-~5 llbe well and truly laid ; and wben we add that%Vhr tY College, Toronto, as represented hy ber mnaster-

fn aProfessor Clark, will have the honour of putting
he roof, we grive a guarantee that tbere will be no

in9 PjWork, at any rate, in these important partsof the build-,,thr. Clark is engaged upon the last volume, which deals~ th~ loner Anglican Reformation. This will go a lngway
Ine 3 nspiring mriany, especially irn this country, witb14%tet and conlfidence in the series. The volumes, 've%kadd are attractive in appearance as well as in ,iub-tiand the price is by no miearis excessive.

de II V. Thornpson, M. A., spent a day or two in resi-
h ecently. lis miany friends will be glad to heare is1 getting on well in Newmarket, to whicb iniport-Pshbe was appointed a year or more ago.

CONVOCATION NOTES.

>COVET EARNESTLY TIIE BEST GIFTS.-i Cor., vii., 31.
But the tenth conimandment of the iDecalogue had said

4"Tbou shaît flot covet." Tbere is therefore a covetousness
that is not sinful. M'hile we are to be content with our
capacities, our capabilities, our opportunities, the inevit-
able environment of our position; while, in the words of
our Lord's parable, wve are to rest satisfied witb the number
of talents, be it one, two, or five, cominitted to us, yet we
are earnestly to desire to make the most of tlhem, to culti-
vate our abilities, to improve our opportunities, to develop
our endowinents. While there is a morbid discontent
ahroad, always grumbling with what it bas, and growling
for wliat it bas not; that, like the dog witb the bone cross-ing tbe strearn, lets go the realitv for t he image and thus
loses all; that, jealous and unsatisfied, spends its timecovetitng", envying,-trying to drag down but neyer to lift
Up ; while thiere is this sinful discontent, there exists for itscondennation the command "lthou shaît not covet ": so there
is also a holy, healthy discontent, that, recognizing t he evil
around, sets about miending it; that tries to level up instead
of pulling down; that encourages lofty aspirations, enthus-
iastic bopes, and stirs to efforts at ameliorating the humnan
condition; that will flot ]et a man who feels hie cati cdam-
ber up the true of life, rest content by sitting down at
the î'oot:- and for such the Word of God, as declared by S.Paul in our text is IlCovet earnestly the best gifts." In
one case it is, as Milton describes it, "Ithe last infirmity ofnoble niind," and by it angels fell; so it is in the other theinitial inspiration of aIl excellence, for by it men have risen
to noble heights in every department of life.

My dear young friends, wbo bave in the lieyday of your
vouth undertaken a LUniversity course, I would to-night
desire, while guarding you against sinful discontent, tokindle in your hearts tlîat noble longing for improvenient,
chat bas been tbe root of alI the good that bas ever been
achieved ; for witbout it men would ever have remnained
satisfiei with thieir savage or barbarous state and all the
imfprovements of civilized life that wve enjoy, wlîether do-
mnestic social, or political, would bave rernained untried,
unmade. I would endeavour to stir you to make the best
of yourselve3. God's gifts are many; H1e endows sorie
witb physical strengtb, others with social influence, others
witb intellectual eminence, and others witb moral and
spiritual distinctions. Wben the apostle says "lCovet
earnestly the best gifts," h e would nolt confine these gifts
Co any one class. It is true that the apostle is speakZing
1 iere of ",spiritual gifts, " but it does flot seein as if the -if ts
lie speaks of were those that we now understand by spirit-
ual gifts. Some seein to be rather intellectual-the word
of wisdom, the word of knowledge, divers kinds of tongues,and the interpretation of tongues ; tiiese are spiritualgits
because tbey are the gif ts of the spirit of God, and, accord-ing toS. James, " Every good and every perfect gift conieth
down froîn above," so that aIl gifts are spiritual gifts whien
they are combined witb a spiritual principie.

To say tbese gifts were miraculous does not narrow tli
to any one class, for, af ter aIl, strictly speaking, every act by
wbich the Divine Spirit infuses into the huirian soul a qualitv
or grace whicb it did not possess before is miraculous. Wl]y,wbo makes much of a miracle? As to me, I know notlîing
else but miracle. To me every bour of the ligbt and dark
is a miracle; every inch of space is a miracle; every spear
Of grass; the frames, limibs, organs of men and women,and ail tbat concerns tbem; aIl these are unspeakably
famous miracles. Yet the apostle does appear in soineway to classify thein, for in their enumeration you will ol>-

4Sermion prcached by the lleverend.Carion Dann, of Lonidon, Ontario,
iii thc Chapel of Trinity College, on Morîday evening, Noienîber lot h.


