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was taken, had decided at the last
minute to remain at home,

«+ Muy not my first good turn be to
o with them ¢’ 1 thought ; and when
] had told them somothing of my
story, the Lord put it into their hearts
to trust mo, and I came with them in
their son's stead, You soe now how
it i 1 work with my hands for
wages, bub my time is the Lord’s. I
cannot wasto an evening, or holiday,
or Sibbath, I have all those wasted
years t0 redeem,”

« Your story has taken hold of me
a8 no sermon ever did,” said the young
man who had first spoken. I think
we all have wasted time and broken
Sabbaths, as well as our mother's pray-
ors, to look back to.”

His voico irembled and broke, and
ono of the other boarders finished up
for him by saying:

“Wo will give u
cursion, and go wit
and Sundeg-school.”
“Thank God!” said the English.
man. “I do not love to tell my
history, but every time I do it wins
helpors to the good cause,”

A Lost Day.

Lost | lost 1 loat !
A gem of countless price,
Cut from the living rock,
And graved in Paradi.e.
Set round with three tim>ae eight
Large diamonds, clear and bright,
And each with sixty smaller ones,
All changeful as the light.
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Lost, where the shoughtless throng
In fashion's mnodu‘wln y

Where thrilleth folly’s song,
Leaving a stin; behind ;

Yet to my hand "twas given
A golden harp to buy,

Such as the white-robed choir attune
To deathlesx minstreluy,

Lost { loat ! loat !
I feel all search in vain;
That gem of countlesy cost
Cau ne'er be mine agaln !
I offer no reward,
For till these hoart-strings sever,
Iknow that heavea-intrusted gift
Is reft away for ever !

But when the sea and land
Like burning scrool have fled ;
I'll see it in His hand
Who judgeth quick and dead ;
And when the soathe and loss
T l;];hdst x:;xix csn k'x;e'n- repair, 1
read inquiry meets my sou
What llullqlt answer thego ? ’

Brandy aad Murder.

Mosr of our young resders have
heard or read of the murder of Abra
bam Lincoln, the mixteenth President
of cho Uni.~d States, When Wilkes
Booth, the cowardly murderer of Mr.
Lincoln, saw his helpless aud unaus-
pecting victim sitling in the box at the
theatre, he had mot the oruelty to
:}ﬁke the deathblow, His human
feelin'ga overcame him and kept him
hrom it, He knew if he were drunk
8 could do it. He rushed into »
;*'oon snd ocalled out, *Brandy!
mudy ! brandy |”

After gulping down the hellish stuff
g: felt his brain Tiloned by it. That
Cted him for the work of death.
: ;ued and made a fiend by the brandy,
he went back to the theatre and fired
the fatal shot, The noble-hearted
b‘mpoln foll & viotim to the fiend whose
io‘:tlin had been maddened by iatox-

e ng drink, Alas! that we must
fair°1 3 poisonous drink sold in our
and which s snd emboldens

Ten for such work,—3, 8, Messenger.

Reogulating the Elephant, ‘

WERYBOI - had heard that the great
olephant was loosed, and sovoral familios
whose gardens ho had torn up and whose
boys he had trampled upon were sura
of it. There wad great excitement, and
the town held a meeting to decide what
sbould be done. They did not want to
exterminate him ; in fact, many of them

did not belisve that .hey could exter- dead

minate him, for he was . preity big
elephant. Bosides he was useful in his
proper place—in shows, in India and in
story books.

“Our best plan ig to try and regu.
late him,” said an enthuaiastic speaker,

Lot us build toll-gatoes all along the
route he in going to take and make him
pny____”

¢ Yes, but that leaves him roaming
round,” shrieked an old woman, ““ and
I don’t want my boy killed.”

# Keep your boy away from him;
that's your business, Why, madam,
don't you know that an elephant’s hide
and tusks ave valuable for meshanical
and surgioal purposes, and that he is
useful in Indiat Besides, there is the
toll he will pay, Weshall by this means
get money into the public treasury to
build schools for a good many boys who
sve not trampled to death.,”

“That's the plan. Regulate him!
Resgulahte him l;’ ::;)\md the orowd,

0 they appointed a { many com-
wittees, und drafted oogll;::itutimzs and
by-laws, and ciroulated petitions, and
by the time the elephant had killed
soveral more boys, and had trampled »
quantity of gardens, they had ercoted
very oomfortable toll-housss for the
gate-keepers and gates for the elephant ;
and then they waited with satisfaction
to see the animal regulated.

Slowly the foet tramped onward;
slowly the great proboscis appeared in
view, and with a sniff of contempt the
elephaut litted the gate from its hinges
and walked off with it, while the crowd
stared after him in dismay.

« Well |” exclaimed the keeper, catch-
ing his breath, “ we havn't made much
money so far, but the regulatin’ plan
would have been first-rate if the ele-
pbent had not been a leetle stronger
than the obstruction.” The elephant's
name was whisky,—T'hs Stirling News-
Argus.
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The Living Seed,

Hzre is & singular story which we
found in the looal columns of & Penn-
sylvania paper. Infact,it isa tragedy ;
yet we find ic instinct with & strange
Jesson of hope and good cheer.

Michsel Dunn was born fifty odd
yesrs ago in England, His parents
were thioves. He was taught to pick

ockets as soon as he could walk., AY
eight years of age he was sent to the Old
Bailey for stealing s silk dreas,

As he grow older he was trainea as
s burglar by the most acoomplished
« crackamen ” of Evgland, In prison or
out, his sole companions wero conviota,
thieves, and murderers. He served out
terms of imprisonment in England, Irc-
land, Van Dieman's Land. Canads, and
three of our State prisons, Could any

ood come out of such a lifet

One man however hoped for him; &

man who never loat hope of any human | gt

being, however debased, This was
Joseph R, Chandler, the journalist, who
geve up the later years of hia life to the
reform of prisons and prisoners,

He observed Dunn's affection for &
aog that was in the Philadelphia jall,
.3, one day, his eager, tender manner
to s little child who visited the prison.

“ All is not loat,” #aid Mr, Chandler
to the chaplain, *The good seed is
alive still,” o saw Dunn daily, and
strove to elevate his moral nature, and
hoped he had succeeded. The man was
discharged. But six months later he
wag again convicted of stealing in New
York, .

The good seed, however,’,was not

When he was released, under the in-
fluence of Mr, Ohandler’s teaching he
went to a religious meeting held for
discharged conviots, became a sinoere
penitent, and then—the best proof of
sincevity—set about helping men who
had sunk as low as himself, Hn opened
in New York a House of Industry
where discharged convicts were get to
work, or allowed to stay until work was
found for them, In three years he
had found employment for over four
hundred men and atarted them on the
road to honesty and honor.
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Kindness Better than Blows,

A cORRKSPONDENT gives the follow.
ing account of the manner in which &
balky horse was oured : A number of
years ago & gentlemsn living in one of
our western states bought a horse which
he knew had but one fault—that of
balking any where and at any time,

He had become such a confirmed
balker that he was considered almost
worthless, and had been bought for a
mere trifle,

The morning after his purchase
the gentleman, oonfident that kindness
would remove the habit, if it manifested
itself, harnessed his horse preparatory
to starting for town. Goetting into his
buggy, he gave the word to start; but
no notice was taken gt' it. A h;lifiho“
spent in petting and coaxing not
chauge thcl::ltution. Ho finally sent
inte the house for a book, and for two
hours sat in his buggy reading “Pil-
grim's Progress.” Meantime the hores
had become fairly ashamed of this state
of affairs, His head had descended
nearly to the ground, and his whole as-
pect was that ofone who had done &
mean act, Laying aside the wook, the
gentleman again gave the word to start,
This time he was successful ; and never
again did ““the balky horse” give him
any trouble, He was thoroughly oured,

Oanada o‘nvitl Defonse.

A 600D many Oanadians do not know
that their own ocountry is one of the
very best sgricultnral regions in the
world, and that the crops in Ontario
ace much better than in any state in
the American Union. The editor of
the New York Christian Advooals re-
oently wrote very disparagingly of a

art of Canada through which he passed.

he patriotic feelings of the editor of
Houx Awp ScHoou could not stand that,
0 he wrote to the Advocate the follow-
ing defense of his mative lsnd, which
was presented in that paper before prob-
ably 150,000 readers. As the facts are
of “mpoecial interest to Canadians, the
istcer is here given in an abridged form 3

Editor Christian Advooats: *1 resd
with monch interest everything you
write, and was sorry that you had to
ive o poor an account of & part of
our country through which you made a
vecent run, What I object to is your
inference that ‘one would think that
men who are content to settle in Oanada
wero driven by sn adverse fate.’ If
you had gone over some of our older
roads, as the Grest Western

tricts, and . . which are situated the
thriving citien und towns of 8t. Cath-
arine’s, Hamiiton, Brantford, Wood-
stock, London, Guelph, and others, you
would come to a different conclusion.
in the southern part of this region the
grape, quince, apricot, pawpaw, and
peach grow to perfection. The finest
peaches I ever saw grew in my own
garden in Hamilton, I remember st
tistics which show Ontario raised more
wheat and more root crops to the acre,
and had more live wtock and more
agricultural implements to the aore,
than ahy state in the Union but two;
but I cannot now turn to the chapter
and verss, But I have before me the
report of the Bureau of Industries for
the Province for 1883, from which I
quote the following, page 36 :

“'The average prioe of farm land in
Ontario, according tolast year's returns,
is $38.37 per acre, inclusive of build-
ings. In Michigan the average price,
acoording to the United States consus
of 1880, was $36.15; in Ohio, $45 97 ;
in Indiana, $31 11 ; in Illinois, $31.87;
and in the whole Union 18.85. The
average value of the live atock per acre
in Ontario and the four States named
for the respective years [1882 and 1883]
are nearly equal, but with the advan-
tage in favour of the Province,’

“The report of the same bureau for
1885 gives the average yield of cereals
per acre in the Province of Ontaric and

ight Amerioan States as follows: Fall
wheat, Ontario, 24.5 bushels to the acre;
Ohio, 81; Miohigan, 20; Indians,
10.8; llinois, 9.2 ; New York, 156.5;
Penasylvanis, 10, In 1882 Ontario’s
average yield of fall wheat was 26.3
bushels to the acre ; the highest in these
eight States was 18.7,in New York.

“You will excuse me for troubling
you with this maes of figures; they
furnish the best data for arriving at
socurate oonolusions. We have, I
think, the third or fourth largest mer-
ohant marine in the world,

“The nﬁmwth of the city of
Toronto, in which I live, is equalled by
that of very few cities in the United
States. And the growth of Methodism
in the Dominion is psrhaps mot equalled
in the world, Im this city of about
100,000 we have twenty Methodist
churches, one of them, as you know,
possessing probably the finest church
property in America, In the Dominion,
notwithstanding our million and s balf
of French Roman Catholics,about every
fifth man you meet is & Methodist, and
in the provinoe of Ontario nearly every
third man. Of all the Protestant Sun-
day-achools and schelars in the Domin-
ion moré than half are under the osre
of the Methodist Ohurch, and that
Churoch, acoording to our last census, is
making relatively greater progress than
any other, We Canadians do not fool
that it is at all an adverse fate to live
in such a land.

% Yours very faithfully,
© «W, H. Withrow."

The Kditor of the Advooais very
ocourtevasly adds the follewing note to
the foregoing letter:

¢ Certainly it was farthest from my
intention to under-estimate s region
whare I have sesn much to respest,
where I have enjoyed the most generous
hospitality, and which, in lotier
from Toronto last spring, I painted in
such colours that au over-nthusisstio
¢States’ citizen ssked why I did not
move there, But Canada, neither from

or Grand {nor the
Trunk, traversing our rich farming dis- | justioe,

the Grand Trunk, tho Great Western,
Cansds Southern, does itself
and that is all that was meant.”




