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as.tree they had ever belield. It was A Lost Christmas. "But if T fin any <iffiislties; ac 1 iNext ypar," sid she, "l'Il takearld with baittl flows,; ad o o roLLAnn. don't think T wifl, T can easily go to time by the forélock."al the brigchtest colourhebough; " BlAuii," sad Mrs. idgeway o t ar. scholal nid take. a ison-" If sihe doeid ih. will have to changee banahes were literally loaded down young girl whi Sat in an in lent lMrs. lRidgew:ay w.as realdly lopeful lier disposition entirely, and inpressih the oelitoxes adbged attitude, ru g ithat lier ithtier would arouw herslf upon her mind the truth of the oldiLli tho lovoiest boxes and hgo flled attittule, dramiuîg itoo lier fingers ot from her indifference and aiathy wlere adage, "Well begun islft don'.",pls ani banarns On thae table y to work on those bureau- work was conc'erned, rnad for a day or Those who are swift to promise are
i)th. 1aetna~ >n. yiOrn e t not to get to waiç onit buss bureaulo-ton nebat. h rw th pr e Covers and doilies you are going to two Blanche was imte busy talking slow to performichret ha bero the presonts ebroider for your Autt Marcial about the sereen, and the other thingsi orrt nd broglat tell fron Christmas will soon be hre, you know, sh neant to doi before Christmas. Christmas Tie.eraany-voitdetMfl wax do a for ad time fls On evening, about the niddle of Tmt anniversary of our Saviour'stta i d Mary, a agniticent work and time flics." Octoer, Mr. Ridgeway brouglt home advent to earth will soon bo observedx fo relle, a box sntaninkg a fuwl a shrug of hersholde "It a letter lie lad received fromn an ohl with joyous festivities, devout prayerse ca-qpeiter's tools for Fan k, an a with yo srug of her sbuulder . 'It coîlego friend whose hone was anong and with discourses delivered in th.ce- jIt bet o f Gaes Ollristian may with ye, roter, but net witl the mourtains of Pennsylvania. The naine of lim upon whoso shoulderGcersmn' boks for George, publis i n e re is writer told of the beauty of the foliage rests tho burdenI of all government.
hran uof the osiat elga n.if thowr in any flesure alie, and in that sect*on of country, and the Our homes will resound with Christ-g, and fu of th nt elegant oniehow I doli't fuel a bit liko do i cbarming scenery, and urged Mr. nias carols, and tokens of affection
"r'avings fancy-vork." Ridgeway ta bring lais wife and daugh- wiil glatieima lidhatThe children were delighted, and "It is a temptation te b out-of-doors ter a nake bring his w a udit. w gld nt cld-hear
don't believe, if they live to be in thia lovely autunn weather," said It was a temptation indeed. Blanche of joy. Our religion i u given, we
men and women, that they will Mrs. Ridgeway. "But if you liad your spoke oquently in favur of accepting olieve, y brigton lf, not ts beclour forget that Christmas-eve. work begun, you could take many a the invitation. Qoing Was more e - it with dismal forheoding , not ta de-

stitch on it during the dey, or wlien it portant to ber than doing; and ler pres the heart with serous contem-
he Approach of Christmas. chanced te be stormxy." mother looked the desire that wa in plation; but reflection in a duty, and

was the caln and silent night 1 "O, there's plenty of time 1" said her heart. She had always had a great otten stimulates, rater tian detractseven hundred and fifty.thiree Blanche, who had a habit of putting desire to sec the Alloglianies clothed in from joy.
d Rome be growing up t might, off fro day to day. " And, besides, I their rich autumnal robes, and here Are we indful of the destitute
id nîow wau queen of land and sea 1 may sce something else I'd rather give was a golden opportunity. poor during this holiday season d Tiinksoind was lcard of clashing wars, Aunt Marcia. O mother 1" exclaimed "But, Blanche,» sad her mother, f o year tisg. Have any littieoace brooded o'er the huashied domain; the y .ung girl, .tarting up with a sBuw IN anst rather sid up the of one inhe o pavery ieto11o, Pallas, Jov- and Mars rh, give u tri ha • f t ave an felid undsturbed their ancient reign, of animation that addod vory muclh to than have you fail in sending te sonie C ristms token-somo gift tatIn the solemian miduight, lier porsonal charms; "I know the Ciristmnas gifts, epeciauly what you aur own iand migl t thon have h-Centuries ago. wants a scren.-he really needs one- have planned foi Aunt Marcia." stwhatyorown d miue that lost oppor-

a t the Clai and sileit niglit 1 heard lier say so lt sunmer ; and I "O , don't put any thing in the way tunity by kind ofierings before theha ienttor af hiuglaty Rome think i will e lovely for me ta gi'. of oua going!" sait Blanche, with the New Yenr is usliered upon us. HowrLtirlt urgel l clarie' imlight, ber one. I could paint it withlet tehn rady to spring fromt ber eyes. little it will cost to 611 the home withram lordly revl rolling home1 me see--ollyhocks on an leaf, wld- dI shah work all the botter wlhen we sunshine. EspPcially let the widowisaiplial arches, glesming baol flowers - O no, wild-flowers are so get bîck ; and that style of painting is and the orphan share our plenty.lat roke;ith Romn wa ball common. guesu n tk have a couple of always done with a slap-dash." Once the wife leaned upon the hus-aty roie Ra anulein stak 'n the other.» But then it must be begun some. band, the child upon the father. Hepaltry province far away, said ber mother, with a time, and you have the material yet ta reared the Christmas-tree in the par-Ien th solom aniduglt, amile, "you couldn't have any thing buy." lour, loaded it with gifts, and tied uponCenturies ago? much more common than nulleinstalks. " O, that's nothing. You can buy each little limb the burning taper. But[ian that province far away, Why not have golden-rod and poppies sateen anywhere. And this trip will naw, the Christmas bas came, an leent ploddig home a weary hoor; on the second leaf. I admire them so be like an inspiration." la gone. The welcane footsie is hnreak tf lght beforo hum lay, muach, and so does your Aunt Maroia." It was an inspiration that yielded a more heard-the affectionate embracelien tharoug a hauf.4liait stable dont, 4That'Il be grand 1 said Blanche. host of glowing fancies, unsubstantial and the evening song are only in thelid wat was going on witn; ' And on the other leaf-now what dreams, and sweet suggestions, momen- memories of bygone days. IWhere arkeeu the stu! hie only thought; ouglbt I to have on the other leaf1? tary impressions that took no firm hold these dear ones I Let us search fore air îow caln, and cola, and thiîi, What would you suggest mother ' You on Blanche Ridgeway. When she them. We may not fill that terribleCu tle solnui uiiigt, have so much taste about those things." returned te the city, fresh pleasures void, but we nay suppress a few burn-Centuriles iigo. Mrs. Ridgeway looked pleased. It dienanded her attention, and it was ing tears by our kind words, utteredtrange indifrcrence I-low and higli was seldom ber daughter complimnted almost the first of December when she in Christian love and faith. If pos.owned over comnon joys and cares; her (it in a failing witi most la*ughters), awoke to a sense of unfulfilled duties. sible, he would in spirit enter our owneartl was still but know wy; and it gave her a iuereNsed interest "Wlhat shall I dot" she exclaimed. dwelling, and repay us ten thousand-o world wa l tening-nw re in the subject under discussion, She, "I thought surely I should have time, fold. But it is reward enough to hearo that shaI thrill the world foryeer was fond of art lierself, and hîad but it's toolate now te begin the screen. the Master say, " Insomucli as ye haveat still momnent none will heed, matie evory effort to encourage a taste S'uppose I do the bureau covers." done it unto one of the least of tliese,n'a don was linked, no more to sever, for it in lier only daugliter. " Well," said Mrs. Ridgeway, with a ye have donc it unto me."I tI salmu niduight, "I lthink a clustçr of field-corn, wind- sigh, "perhaps you had botter. I At this period we are reminded ofCeantuies agoé blown, with rich russot tints, would be could help you on those." the rapid march of ft-e, and the ma-the calma and silent nighit i effective. I saw a screen at the Decora, The next d.y Blanchei was taken ill, mentous concerns of eternity. Ourtlousand bohha ring ont tive Art Rooma with suc a design on and for ton days required constant life is brief. We shall enjoy on earthjoyoe pn s abroad, and mnoitw it, and it struok my fancy at once, care andi attention. No time to make but few more such festive seasons. Leti gark n-cliarmti an holy now But there seeiued to be a great. deal of Christmas presents now. Not a single us begin the year 1887, not only withit a h tappier noame is gîvei; work upon it, antd it may be beyond gift of hier own handiwork would ahie acts of charity, but with self-consecra-
a the stable lay, now.born, your skill." be able to send as a token of love te tion ta God. It may be our last yeare peaceful Prince of earth and heaven "lWhy, mother, wbt nonienso " the friends who hadl renembered her se In view of such a possibility let usn the solamn midnight, said Blanche, in a tone, that btrayed bountifully from year te year refrain from countenancing those vicesConturica ago I . lier confidence in her, owaî ability. Christmas caine and went. It seemed which destroy our youth. Especially

-«Its. just as easy to paint one thing as like a lost Christmas ta Blanche, for give not the wine-cup a place in theom Evangelical >fesenger: "' Our anolier if you on.y know how te paint," ale had missed the joy of giving, and home. Lot us exhibit that moralr is not as good a preacher as 1 "Yes," said ber motheri "ut you knew that sil hald disappointed her courage -hich in so befitting miral
' deed I Perhaps ye are not know you hava never undertaken any mother more than she liad herself. intelligenes. Lot us not be dislo"alaod a hearer a le would like to thing se elaborate.? Her good-will had been in words te our religious convictions, underbut lis mut make the best of "N-o-o," said Blanche, resuming her and net in deeds. The Christmas-bells al possible circumstance, however
If lie can stand it, you oan." indolent aotie and herp drumming. seemed to mock her with their chimes, severs the test may be.
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