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On Christmas morning,at ioo'clock,
he came to our house acconipanied
by bis wife, son and daughter, al
very neatly attired in native costume,
Quite a large company of young mnen
from the school came in, so that our
bouse wvas full. 1 preached a short
sermon. The %wholc company joined
uis in singing the hymns; and the
service closcd with the baptismi of
Mr. Nakamiura and his son. The day
previous to bis baptisin hie asked me
ivhether hie miighit fot assume a chris-
tian name in addition to bis lapanese
nainc. 1 told imi there coulcl be no
,objection to his doing so. He then
.searcbed the "vocabulary of Cominion
Englishi naines, in XVebstcr's Diction-
.ary, for one the signification of which
might appear suitable, and finally fixeci
-upon JOHN, because its incaning is
"THE GRACIOUS GIF' 0F GOD." His
mnme is nov Nakamuriia .1asznawea
_7oIzn. In japanese the surnaine al-
wvays cornes before the given nanie.
Shortly afterwards 1 baptized others,
three of îvhomn are teachers in Mr.
Nakzamura's school; the other is a
teacher in Yokohama, who had been

&inder my instruction there.
Altogethier 1 bave baptizcd rine

persons-three in Yokohama -and six
in Yedo. 0f the first two I have al-
ready given you a full account. The'
third, wvbose naine is JMinuag-ki, %v'as
=-y teacheri for a couple of months.
1-le became much interested in the
stol-y of the lBie, and shortly before
I left Yokohama, hie camne and asked
for baptisin. As I ;vas leaving for
«Yedo, and lie could not remain under
~my instruction, 1 advised hini to, join
one of the native Churches in \'olo-
béama. H-e made choice of the Pres-
byterian Churcb, and 1 gave hini an
introduction to the pastor. He proved
himself a very 'vorthy mnan, and lias
-since been ordained an eider in the
Churchi-the first native Presbyterian
eider in Japan.

My former teacher, Ma1(kinie, is now
living in Yokohama, and lias con-
nected bimself with one of the native
-Churches there. He came with me
-to Yedo, but remained only a short
time, preferring Yokohama on account

of friends there to whonî hie had be-
corne much attachcd. Yaslomi, whose
name yQu wvill recognize, is attending
a native school about five miles from
my bouse. He visits nie as often as
possible, and so far as 1 can Jearn lie
is doing ivell. Thus, you wvill sec,
tlîree of miy baptized converts are in
Yokohamna, and six in Vedo : five of
wboni are 'vith me rnorning and even-
ing for the reading of the Scriptures
and prayer.

0f iny work at present 1 inust say
a few v ords in conclusion. A class
of twventy persons mieets in my studv,
five evenings of the weekz, to re-ad the
New Testament. \Ve have alreadv-
gone over the Gospels and the Acts
of the Apostles, and are nowv reading
in Romianis. 1 explain every tbing,
as far as tirne perniits, as wve go on,
giv ing opportunity for asking ques-
tions. This is an exceedingly inter-
estiîig service, and one from wvhich 1
expect to see considerable fruit. At
first we niet in our dining-room, but
that beconîing too sniall ;ve adjourrned
to the study, a separate roorn 15 x 1 ,
built for mie since 1 canie bere. On
Sunday e'-enings w~e mecet to sin-g
hynîns and pray; hast Sunday tiveniy
Japanese were present. Every miorii-
iîîg fr-oi six to eiglit join us at prayers,
-ýeerng quite to feel the inmportance
and value of the service.

MNy Sabbath rnorning, service con-
tinues wvith unabated interest. ýI y
rooiii is iîsually crowded with an
audience of intelligent vouing mien:;
ail students,, and sufficiently acquaint-
ed withi English to benefit by a dis-
course, delivered slowlv in a conver-
sational. -%ay. Quite ii num-ber corne
froin a distance ; sonie froni the
Kaii-Sci- Geikko,, or I mperial Uîiiver-
sity. Thiese latter are first-class young
nien, who have studied English from
five to six years, and cari read, write
and speak it fluently.

These services in the Englisli Ian-
guage are doing a. good %vork, arnongst
a very intelligent and hiopeful class of
the people ; though 1 must confess
doing so inuch ili iny own tongue
does not facihitate nîy, acquisition of
the native speech. StiR 1 amn working,


