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t, ndedl, so fax' as It legitimately may be, ta pre-
ttiit an unnecessary expenditure of the funds
jf the lodge. They are not the propertý of the1
;udge, ta be uscd as it may seem fit ta its mem-
burs. but are held in trust, and pledgLd to mieut
ili' calls %,.hich must surely corne froxn those
,jititled ta oui' benefits." And -wNhat is the an-

s;Nver- to those of the Ordeî' w~ho desl.re ta be dils-
loyal to the Suprenie Ladge In ail its edicts.

lihen adinonishing against these innovations?
'\"1l', others do it, and are not stopped, but axe
x-athei' encouraged and commended by members
4j flic Supremne Lodge. W'hy cani we not hav!e

the sane px'ivilege of beautifying our' w'o'k?
rirethx'en, the law'~ of God and man says, "Thou
blhait flot mnurder." Shall we become mux'dei'ers
1becaus-ý, foî'sooth, some escape the punishment
dire the crime?

1î'ethrc-n of the Ox'deî', in autharity, do you
alipreclate the fact "that a chain is no strangex'
than its weakest link," and w'hile you thundex'
yaur anathemnas at the many private enterpî'ises,
advcrtising in the name of tire Ox'der for private
gain, <la you first pause and cansider how~ far
yuu are responsible for su-eh a condition of
things. The powver and authority of the Supx'eme
Lodge set at naught or caî'elessly considered by
those w'ho should be flrst and strangest ta up-
hold It, but invite the incursions of the dep-
rt'datoi' or lawless aIl alang the line. -The Su-
lîremne badge is the source o! ail true and legiti-
zîxate authority in the Order of Knights of
I'ythias wheresoeveî' established."

Let us see ta it then, as merabers of this gi'eat
and beneficexît Order, that we exeî'cise fldelity
ta the vaws that are upon us; and let thase in
authority enforce respect and obedience ta this
sop)remiý autharity; but If wve cansider this au-
thority aneraus, let us stili be men-renounce
the Order and absolve ouî'selves af the vaws
that ar'e upan us. 1 %vould not be understood
as discauraging beautiful and Impressive cere-
inanies. The labox' bestowed during the best
î'ax't of my life, for the beautiful and impressive
in our w'ork, %<vill prevent that misunderstanding.
Nothlng can be toa beautiful or impressive. But
1 clainu that it can be accomplished thraugh
and by the w'ork 0f the ritual. My love, zeal
am.d ambition for the Order of Icnightlis or
Pythias is such, that I -%vould. desire for it the
maost beautiful, impressive and perfect cere-
manies that it is in the mmnd af nian ta canceive,
or his genius ta execute, but I want it enstamp-
ed w'ith the "Ding,-o" of the Supreme Lodge.

:o:_

SUPREME LODGE REVENUE.

First Practicai Operation of the New Law Re-
qulring a Per Capita Tax fromn Each Grand
Domnaln.-Grand Lodges WiII, on Oct. lst,
1899, Pay the Supremne badge $18,803,32.-The
Law~ and Its Origin and Operation.

]Cnighits a! Pythias, the worid over, wll clear-
lY understand the provisions of the amendment
nmade ta the Supremne Statutes at the 1899 Con-
vention of the Supreme badge, in connection
'with the new lmproved systern o! direct taxa-
tion, or per capita tax from each Grand Demain,
basvd upon, the mnembershib of the Order for the

yt ai' ending December 3lst.
It wifl be recalled that the original suggestort

met \.% ith cunsiderable opposition at the outset,
Lut after the matter became more thoroughly
understu(d and generally discussed, and the
miembei!ship of the Order becamne advised that
stame suL-h prupusition w"as necessary to provide
a fixed and sure revenue, the suggestion -%vas
taken ut) and approved with popular accord.

This, of' course, requîred an amendment to the
Supreme Statutes, and the folloving wvas adopted-
by the Supreme Lodge and went Into force and
effect December 31st, 1898:

27. Eaeh Grand Lodge shali pay to the Su-
înerne Lodge, semi-annually, an the flrst days 0f~Apri1 and October, each year, such per capita
tax as rnay be determined by resalution at each
biennial convention of the Supreme Lodge, foi,
eachi meimber in good standing on tae 3lst day
of December next preceding; and.the flrst serni-
annual paymnent of the per captia tax herein
îprovided shahl be due and payable on or before
the flrs' day of October, 1899. Provlded, that If
the tax herein provided for shal flot be pald at
the dates named, a penalty shall be added 0f
onie dollar per day for every day that shahl
elapse until the samne shall be paid; pro-h'ded,
a!so, that until th- said per capita tax and the
1-cnalty, if any, shail be paid, the grand demain
so delinquent shahl not be entitled to representa-
tion in the Suprenie Lodge. and the Supremne
C'hancellor shahl In his discretion arrest its
charter.

On the afternoon of the ninth day of the 1898
Convention, the Committee on Ways and Means.
pî'esents'd their report, recommending that thxe
tax be fixed at "sixteen cents" for the ensuing
terni of two yeaî's, to be paid at the rate of
faux' cents for each semi-annual terni. An
aniendrnent wvas offered, suggesting "Itwelve"
and "three" in place of "sixteen" and "four,"
but sam-e -%vas rejected and the report of the

('ommittee %vas adopted as presented.
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