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DQÇOlto-Hlear, hear, hear 1
LmitD.-Carry on, Crabtree, and neve;' nind

that roarlug gowk 1
Màjou.-There is no necessity for my enlarg-

ing upon the huzniliting theme. The idiotical
'absurdity of the thing, muet be seif-evident to
every reflecting mind. What discipline, let mes
ask, can be communicated ta a drove of civilians
in the space of an amiual half hour 1 Why, il
,would take double that time ta convince Hodge
and Pat thât it was unsoldierlike ta amoke in the
ranks, or ta demonstrate, ta their comprehen-
sion, that the feet of a soldier shoulci not formn a
conjanction like the blades of a pair of scissors1

DOCTOat.-HeOr, hear, hear 1
LýAiRD.-For ony sake, baud your tangue,

man, if youý shoul dbe paîdfor sac ýoing I There
is seine truth, Culpepper, in your observations;
but what reniedy wouli ye propose for the cvil ?

MÂJOL-Why, 1 have neot given the matter
sufficient consideration ta enale me to retx=r a
satisfactary answer'tao your enquiry. My re-
spectad friend, General -A-, af Toronto Town-
ship, once proposed the organization 0f s&vleton
companies, and my judgment freely admitted the
reasonableness and practicability of bis scheme.

LÂlu.-And what wss the General's plan?
MAjoR.-That gallant and experienced officer

bas promised ta favour me with a full detail of
Mis theory, and 1 shail probably have the plea-
sure of submitting it ta you, at an early sede-
runt. In the meantime, permit me ta dismias
the question by remarking that Training Dav.,
at present ame the m*3t indefensible of all con-
ceivable absurditiesl1 The men lose a preious
day's work for no purpose, and, besides,' are
tempted ta dissipate their reason and their hard&
earned moncy in the bar-roosa. As for the
officers-

L.uan.-Gang on; Pm ne' thin-skinned 1
MÂjoR-As for thc officers, they can be 11k-

ened and compared ta nothing cisc than over-
grown, lubbcrly, mush-brained children, piaY-
ing at Colonels and (Japtains for the amusement
of boyrs and the scorn and contçmpt of sensible
wornen 1

LÂIRD.-No anither wordt Whatye4-sesaid
is bitter as aloes; bit then, there le a glinimer-
ing o' truth aboot it!1 No long ago, I shavcd
my beard at yonr bidding, and noo l'11 strIP sB1
my warlike coat, if yon'Il only lend me a pea-
,jacket or a dresuing-gown 1

DOCTOR.- Vade in paCC!
L.usn.-Nane o' your Welsh, ye pedantic

reprabate ! [Exit.]

MàzoIL-Coming frasaL war to literature, have
*yon read .dubrey,, the new fiction by the anthor
of Castie .dson and Raveneclife 1
*DOCTOU.-I have not. Docs it sustain thc
clever writer's reputation?

MAI0R. -Mo8t thoroughly! It is a Etary of
surpassing power, replete ivith nerve and sincw.
Thougli fagged and jaled when I took up the
volume, 1 could flot relinquish it til I hs4d came
ta &nchorat finis

DocTo.-Th&t la thse dcscriplop of criticisin
*which. 1 like best! Commend me ta the tale
which saja ta the winkig eye, Ilkeep open 1"

MÀJOII-Though dealing 'with the characters
and situatione of every-dny life, there isnoth!ng
common-place about Aubrey. It is just the

*kin< of novel which Kit Marlow xuight have
written, if living in the days of Queen Victoria
instcad of thoee of good Quen ]3es8.

Dacro.-Pray lend me, or loan me (as Jo-
nathau would say) the production you praise
so bigbiy, ana aýcccjt, by way of ecibion,
this very readable duodccisao.

MÂJOR.-What namne do es it answer ta f
DacTouR.-Twentl Fear.. in the Pkir4pmi,
M"oa. -And the auathor?1
I)ocTOuL.-Paul P. De La Girgnieýre, Chevalier

of the Order of the Legion of Honour.
MÀJoi.-Many thanks for putting the book

in my 'way ! 1 have long wished ta be indoc-
trinatad minutely touchingthçse samne Philip-
pines.

DOCTRo.-In the Chevalier's volume you -wil
find abundance of Ilsustentation." Thougli the
style of bonest Paul is a trille tao French for
my taste, lie presents his reader with a mass of
informatio 'n, statistical as well as descriptive,
tauching those âiteresting possessions of Spain,
which could not be glenmcd fros any other
source.

MAORL-What may be the number of these
saine Philippines?'

DOCTOnL -1 sha111 answer yolxr question by
reading jou an extract frosa the work:

The Philippines are a largeroup of islands
iu the North Pacifie Ocean, audwere Iiscovered
by Magellan in 1521 ; they were sftcrwards
taken possession of by the 8pamiürds, in the
reigu of Philip 11, froma whom they take their
name. The islands are said to be eleven huxi-
<fred in number, but some hundreds of them are
very small, and ail are nominally subject ta thc
Spanish government at Manilla,

In order ta give the reader an idea of their
riche$, and thc vast resôurccs theY ean furnish
ta Spain, 1 shahl here give some details of thc
division o! the country into provinces, witb thc


