
ini denouincingr servile feiir,- -- tlie least noble, she said, of
ail htimauî sentiments.

This voung girl, whlo %vas so astonishinglv sweet and
gentie, loving chilciren and flowers, possessed to an hieroic
degree, dhit quality, wlîiclî, according to Lacordaire, is $0
wvanuinc to most men of our age, couragye.

Most HoIv Fathier, saîd shie tenderly to Gregory XI,
- -the 11, gentie Christ of die earth," as she loved to cal!

imi, ,N-ost Hioly Father, vou shoulci bc- surrounded by
cou nsellors wvho fear not cleathi........Lt %vas the miost
sniniiarv epochi of the Italian middle ages. Anarchy
reigned supreme. Governnients passed away as sw'iftly
as the seasons themiselves; they rose and fell according to
the vicissitudes of the %var between Guelphis and Ghihel-
uines on the one side, between nobles, bourgeois, and the
Papo/aiii on the other, and blooi ivas alwavs flowving.

Catherine hieard the groans of lier afflicted countrY, of
tlhat beautiful ltalv, mîvhich hiad becomie, accordingr to the
expression of D)ante, M/e house of .rorrow.

'l'le desperate populace, did not in vain hold out sup-
plicating hiands to the beloved one of Christ.

Shie accepted the perilous mission of mneciating for
peace, and ini those dlas of implacable hatreds and fratri-
cidal struggles, ,she was thc angye! of reconciliation and die
arbitrator between nations.

Accused bw lier fellow-citizens of conspiring ini secret,
slue replied :I spend, and have spent miv life i n uprooting
liatred fromn dhe hiearts of mii.

Oneday de populace of Florence, deceiceci by base
faiselîoods, roeup agatinst lier. Catherine listeied, wýithi-
out cha in git, col or, to tlic terrible clarnors; of the miol,
and calinîv met th linragcd mîultitude who souglit to kil!
lier. Upouî sceing lier, tdie nîost Curious let faîl tlîeir amis,
and die Saint, wecpiiuîg 1ittCrly, because -' slie was îlot
judgcd wvortliv to die for ilie Churcli," grlanced down at
lier Wvhite )oiinican robe, auîd cxclainlicd.z Ohi, how beau-
tiful would it be werc it tincd with blood !This uin!u-
tivatcd iîvstic, uîot ev*cn of noble birtlî, 'vas tie mav/Cr-
mimd of die XIV ceuiturv. 1-er soul wvas truly noble ; slic
praycd -' dhat suie nîiglît be always rcacly to spcak the truth
and to die for it."

W ritingr t an illustrions prelate :I conjuire you, said

GLORNV BE 1<. THE .MOST PRECIOUs Bl-ooI) !


