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LITERATURE.

A PriMER by C. W. Knudsen. Golding
‘Brothers, routh Norwalk, Conn., 1887.
24 mo, price 25 cents,

This wel bound book of about 100 pages
has an explanatory apendix, and altho the
last in order of apearance. is first in a se-
ries. The others ar alredy publisht and ar
Esop’s Fables, Mark’s Gospel, and a Pro-
nouncing ,Dictionary of 405 pages. The
Frimer having fulfild its elementary pur-
pos, Esop and Mark can be used as reading
books. After them, the pupil can redily pas
to ordinary print without transition reader,

‘as the orthografy found in the series is so

Tike the old. 1t is then semi-founetic rather
than strictly having a sound for each sign.
This apears proper for an Educational
Stage. In the dictionary the words ar found
in order of their pronunciation : the latr be-
ing non, it givs the old speling, so that, noing
the sound, the pupilcan find its comon form,
The series is wel adapted to teach reading.
The truth is children can (and shud) be taut
to read by this or any similar seriés betr
than in the old way. It is not essential
which series is used. This is the best series
we no of now. That it can and wil be im-
proved is certn. Knudsen is a moderat, not
an extremist, The type is large and it is
wel printed. Geting the forms cut so wel
must hav cost Mr. K. ¢ a prety peny.”’ Five
modifications of vowel letrs ar used. On
examination, each wil find a few points he
wil consider weak—no one has yet produsta
faultles primer.

Drorr H’s aND DropT R’s.—The history
of I and r in modern times is an instructiv
instance of how pronunciation may be con-
trold by a changing speling. It is certain
‘that if English had been left to itself the
sound . wud hav been as completely lost in
standard language as it has been in most of
the dialects. But the distinction between
louse and ’ouse, altho in itself comparativly
slight, being easily markt in riting, such
spelings as ’ouse came to be used in novels,
.etc,, as an easy way of sugesting a vulgar
speaker. The result was to produce a
purely artificial reaction against the natural
.tendency to drop £, its retention being now
considerd an almost infalibl test of educa-
tion and refinement. The weakning of »
into a vowel, and its absorption into the
vowel that precedes it, altho realy quite as
injurius to the force and inteligibility of the
language as droping #, not being easily
markt in riting, pases unheeded, and, indeed,
few peopl realize the fact that they make no
diference whatever between such words as
JSather and farther.—SwEeET in Handbook of
Ph., p. 1¢4. Few peopl, I fear (or, rather,
hope) relish total droping untrild 7, con-
‘fusing father and farther, alms and arms,
nor and griuts.—Prof. Passy. “

CORRESPONDENCE.

DOWN WITH DIGRAFS—EXTEND THE ALFABET,

Sir,—If ** new letrs ar right in principl,”
(E. Jones) why fight them ? Is it harder to
lern a distinctiv new caracter than new com-
binations of old ones? Nay, verily. With
Joel Myers, I say, ** Haf-way alfabets wil
never succeed and never o't to.” Enlarging
the alfabet is correct. For brevity, retain
x; for clearnes, Kk, omiting c. Let us hav
sing! signs for the difthongs I, ox, oi. For
the first difthong, taild i (j) is best, loopt i
() isn’t bad, a stroke in place of the dot
is good, but ‘*ai’’ never. For vowel in
voze, w is good enuf. Why not adopt taild
n for ng, which it is imposibl for the most
conservativ to object to, and thus forge an-
other link in the chain of brevity. Pleas
call public atention to certn improved spel-
ings now in vog: program, Eskimo, catalog,
mosketos.
Dakota. A. ]J. PiERCE

W anp Y,

Sir,—The main point is to setl on an alfa-
bet and use it in a good paper to stay. 1 hav
not changed my views on w and y. Evry
author consulted alows long #, as in fube, to
be a difthong. Webster says the sounds ar
oo preceded by the consonant y or the vow-
el ee or i. This shows that to him these
three sounds wer so nearly identical that it
made no diference which shud be employd.
I hav chozn i. Now, if in this case i can be
used, why not in evry case. [Our corres-
pondent spels yet jet. In like maner, he
contends that the vowel in put and the first
sound in will ar indistingmishabl and he
wud represent them both by one siga {w).]
Canyon City, Col. A. B. Pixarp.

HE PRACTISES IT.

Sir,—J am not weded to any set theory
but think the * survival of the fitest ”’ wil
yet be practicaly demonstrated. I hav ritn
in Simplified Speling for twely or fifteen
years to relativs and intimat frends, tho I
use * comon speling ” in riting to those who
do'not no me.
Middletown, N. Y. J. C. MuLrisox.

INTERMEDIAT STAGE.

S1r,—Yur Intermediat Stage, as exempli-
fied in yur last, is most excelent. Send yur
jurnal, at my expens, for 4 years to that
poor Alabama clergyman,

‘Toronto. R. T'yscxN.

SUPORTING A JURNAL—-MODIFIED LETRS.

Sir,—Ther ar foneticians enuf tu suport
wel a jurnal devoted to Amended Speling
IF they wud put their sholders to the wheel
and suport it by not only subscr-bing for it
themselvs but geting others to do so.



