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This Nçel bound book of about ioo pages

has an explanatory apendix. and aitho the
last in order of apearance. is first in a se-
ries. The otbers ar alredy publisht and ar
Esop's Fables, Mark's Gospel. and a Pro-
nouncing Dictionary. Of 405 pages. The
1-'rimer having fulfid iits elemeniary pur-
pos, Esop and Mark can be used as reading
hooks. After them, the pupil can redily pas
-to ordinary pririt without transition reader,
as the orthografy fouiid in the series is s0
'like the oh]. It is then semi-fonetic rather
than strictly having a sound for each sign.
This apeais proper for an Educational
Stage. In the dictionary the words ar found
in order of thdir pronuinciation : the latr be.
ing non, it givs the old speling, so that, nning
i he sound, the pupil can find ils comon form.
The series is wvel adapted ta teach reading.
The truth is children can (and sbud) be taut
Io read by this or any similar seriês betr
Ihan, in the old way. Il is not essential
w-hich series is used. This is the best series
wve no of now. That il cao and 'vil be im-
proved is certn. Knudsen is a moderat, flot
an extreînist. The type is large and it is
-wel. printed. Geting the forms cut so wel
must hav cost Mr. K. Ila prety peny." Five
modifications of vowel letrs ar used. On
,examination, each wil find a few points he
wvil consider weak-no une has yet produst a
faultles primer.

DROPT H's AND DROPT R's.-The history
of hi and r in modemn timEs is an instructiv
instance of how pronunciation may be con-
trold by a changing speling. It is certain
that if English had been left to itself the
sound h wvud hav been as complètely lost in
standard language as it bas been in most of
the dialects. But the distinction between
)iouse and 'ouse, aitho in itself comparativly
slight, being easily markt in riting, such
spelings as 'anse came to be used in novels,
etc., as an easy wvay of sugesting a vulgar
speaker. The resuit wvas 10 produce a
purely artificial reaction against the natural
tendency to drop h, ils retention being now
considerd an almost infalibi test of educa-
lion and refinement. The wveakning of r
int a vowel, and its absorption into the
vowel that precedes it, aitho realv quite as
injurius 10 the force and inteligibility of the
language as droping h, not being easily
markt in riting, pases unheeded, and, indeed,
few peopi realize the fact that they make no
diference wvhatever betwveen such wvords as
father and farlher.-SwE-ET in Hcxudbook of
Ph-, P. V,ý4. Few peopi, I fear (or. rather.
hope> relish total droping untrild r, con-
fusing fathcr and fart her,,. alins and amis,
nor and gi;,.«i.-Prof. Passy.

CORRrSPONDENCLE"

DOWN WITH DIGRAFS-EXTEND THE ALFAIIET.

Si,-If Ilnew letrs ar right in principl,"
(E. Jones) wvhy fight them ? Is it harder ta
lern a distinctiv new caracter than new coin-
binations of old ones? Nay, verily. With
Joei Myers, 1 say, IHaf-wvay alfabets wvil
neyer succeed and neyer o't to." Enlarging
the alfabet is correct. For brevity, retain
x;* for clearnes. x, omiting c. Let us hav
sing] signs for the difîhongs Il oit, oi. For
the first difthong, taild i (j) is best, loopt i
(1) isn't bad, a sîrolce in pýlace of the dot
is good, but o i'" neyer. For vowel in
voze, tu is good enuf. Why not adopt taiid
it for nga, which it is imposibl for the mosl
conservativ to object to, and thus forge an-
other link in the chain of brevity. Pleas
cal] public atention to certn imiproved spel-
ings now in vog: prograni, Eskinio, catalog,
inosketos.
Dakota. A. J. PIERCE

W AND Y,
SIR,-The main point is ta set] on an alfa-

bet and use it in a good paperto0stay. i hav
not changed my views on w and y. Evry
author consulted alows long ii, as in tube, to
be a difthong. WVebster says the sounds ar
cio preceded by the consonant y or the vow-
el ee or i. Tiis shows that 10 him ffhese
three sounds wver so nearly identical that it
made no diference which shud bu employd.
1hav cho zn i. Nowv, if in tbis case i cao bu
used, wynot in evry cas,!. f Our corres-
pondent spels yct iet. In like marier, he
contends that the vowel in put and the first
sound ini wilI ar indistingoîshabl and he
wud represent them both by one siga nv.
Canyon City, Col. A. B. PINARD.

MIE PRACTISES IT.

Sii,-I arn not wveded to any set theory
but think the Il surviva] of the fitest " wvil
yet be practicaly demonstrated. 1 bey in
in Simplified Speling for twelv or fifleen
years la relativs and intimat frends, tho 1
use I' comon speling"- in riting to those who
do-nat no me.
Mliddletowvn, N. Y. J. C. MULLISON.

INTERMEDIAT STAGE.

Sia,-Yur Interinediat Stage, as exemipli-
fied in yur lest, is mnost excelent. Send yur
jurnal, at nîy expens, for 4 years to that
poor Alabama Clergyman.
Toronto. R. TyscN.

SUP0RTINCG A JURNAL-MODIFIED LETRS.

Snt,-Ther ar foneticians enuf tu suport
wel a jurnal devoîed la Amended Speling
IF tbey wud put their sholders ta the wheel
and supant it by not only subscr-')ing for it
themselvs but geting others to do sa.


