
TWO PURSE-COMPANIONS.

step as if they nover mneant to corne up
&gain. Hie wore styiish clothes, kept bis
hands miuch in his coat pockots, affected
higli-colored neck-scarfs, and had a red
face with blunt foaturos. Wlien lie wvas

ex-cited bis face wore a fierce aspect;
when hoe feit friendly it becauto alnîost
fooliily sentimental; as a general thing
it was morosely inort.

Poing in niy senior year, 1 did notse

inuch of either Vjbbard or bis friend ;

but I sootiies occupiod mnysoif witii
attem)pts to analyzo tbe sources of tlheir

intillacY. 1 romomnbor stating to onie Of

Iny Young acquaintancos that Vibbard

prohably hiad a secret longing to lie fein-

ie and i(ioal. andi tbat Silvertijun foit
biniseif at fault ii mnasculinie tuighliness

and haî*diliood, so tiîat, eacb sougrlît the

COmlpatiionship of the other, hopiîig tu

gai', Solo of thé qualities xvhich hoe bien-
self lackod; and ily youlig acqLlaiitaiice
Offexîded nie by repiying, as if it had al
been perfectly obvious, "0of course."

After I ]bad boon graduated, and had
Ontered the Law School, Silverthora aîîd
Vibbard came to niy roomn one day on, a
8ingular orrand, which-thougli 1 did not
guess it thein-was txo influence their lives
for inany a year afterwarçl.

IlFerguson," begaie Biii, rather shylY,
wben tbey had seated thomnselvos, "I sup-
Pose you know enougli of law by this tinlie
to draw up a paper."

"Yes, I suppose so; or draw it down,

either," 1 repiied. But 1 saw at once

that my flippancy did not suit the occa-

8ion, for the two young fellows glanced
at each other very soi iously and seetned
embarrased. "lWhat do you want mie
to d1'" 1 asked.

Silvertborn now spoke, ini his soft, ligbt,
inexporiencod voice, whicb possessod a

Singular char*m.

"It'a ail Biil's idea," saidi ho, rather
careiessly. IlI wçîuld mucb rather have

the Understanding in words, but ho-"

IlYes," broko in Bill, growing suddenly

red and vehlenent, Il l'ni not going to

have it a thing that can be forgotten.
No one knows whiat inight liappeii."

"XX'ell, we]l," said 1, "lif l'ni to heip

you, you'd better tire away and tell me

whiat it is you're aifter."
I will," returned Vibbard, with a

touch of that tierconess wvhicli marked

bis resolute jnoods. Il Thorny aiid I have

agreod to stand by eachi other whoen wo

quit college. Meni are always forining

friendships in the beginning of ]ifc, and

thon getting dragged apart by circuin-

stances, such as -,ideC separation and (tif-

forent interests. XVc don't want this to

liappeit, and su we've tîtade a compact
that whichever onie of us, Thorzîy or mie,

sielîl be worth thirty tIlousalI( dollars

first- why, thtat onie is to gîi'e the other

hialf. That is, unless the second mie is

aiready well enouglb off, si) titat to giv'e

hini at fuit bialf would put hit ahead of

wliever bas the thirty thousand. D'

you sec 7"
"lThe idea is to keop even as long as

wc can, you kuow," said Silvertiiorti, turni-

ilng fromî one of uxy books which hie had

beguli to glaixce through, and lookiing into

îny eyes with a delighitcd, straightforward,

gaze.
IThat's at very curious notion !"said I,

revolving the plant with a) caution born of

legal reîuhixgs. Il Before we go on, would

you mind telliîîg tue which oie of you

origitiate(l tis scherne V"
1 was facing Silverthoru as I spoko, but

feit iuîpelled to turît quickly aîîd includo

Vibbard in the question. They mere both

sulent. It was plaini,after a miomient, that

they really didin't know wbiclt oie of themi

had first tboughit of titis compact.
i WTasn't it you V" queried Siiverthorn,

înusingly, of his conirade.

"1l don't kniow," returned Vibbard;

then, as if so miuchi subtilty annoyed him:

IlWliat difference does it nuake, anyway ?

Can't you draw ane agreemnent for us, For-

guson î "


