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Whatever may happen, nothing shall ever change
my feelings towards yon”

@ And yon believe that T really love you, ns
yon deserve to be loved.”

“7do”

s Phen, Helen, T declare that they shall not
partus ; even if they succeed for a time, they
shall not break tho tie that binds our hearts to-
gether.  And more, 1 say, thut 1 will have from
Sir Williaw's own lips his renson for wishing to
put an end to our mutual love.”

« Oh! Frank, be gentle.  Remember all the
kinduess that I bave experienced at bis hands,
Far the last ten yeurs, he has been to we in the
place of a father.”

1 do remember it, Helen; but even that
memory must not prevent me from knowing his
reason. His Kindness in the past caanot for a
moment justify his cruel condnet now. 1 will
see to it. I will see Sir William myself, (f
then he can show good cause for demurring to
my suit ; and if you, on hearing that cansé, can
really and traly acquiesce in the justice of his
objections; then—and then only, will T with-
draw, and pray fervently that you may find one
wore worthy of you—one who will love you
with a truer and & decper love. When I hear
from your lips, Helen, that Sir William has con-
vinced you, I will obey; but no other voice than
your own shall induce me to resign you. ‘Till
then, nothing shall wove me; nothing !

And he strained her to his beart in the vehe-
mence of his passionate love; a=d kissed her as
the token of his unfaltering devotion.  She,
looking tearfully up into his face, said—

¢ Frank, nothing shall change me, 1 do
indced love you, and I will be firm through
every trinl and cvery change?

& God bless yon, my darling. But fear not,
if we but remain true to each other, we shall
Lring things to a bappy issue.  Meanwhile )
must see Sir William, or perhaps 1 had better
write to bim first.  Then, if kis letter does not
satisfv me, T will see him in person, aud learn,
sumething more definite.”

i Promise e one thing, Frank; be gentle
with him.?

« T will be just, Helen, and justice must claim
the precedence of all else”

And so the lovers parted, each cager for the
solution of the mystery which seemed to over-
lang their courtship; = mystery, however
which a few days was destined to clear up.

CIADTER U1,

Frank Evclya was cousiderably perplexed, at
what he cousidered, the extraordinary conduct
of Sir Witliam Mausficld in declining his pro-
posal for the hand of Helen Conway, without
vouchsafing any reason for his refusal. But after
the excitement of his interview with Helen had
1assed away, he began to view the question ina
caliner manaer, and to flatter hinself that a
little conversation with the baronet twould
adjust the matter. He knew well enough, or
at least, ke fancied that he knew well coougl,
that monctary considerations could hiave no
conncction with his rebuff; for Sir William hiad
heen the banker of the Evelyas for wany years.
It might, indeed, be possible, that he was look-
ing higher Jor Helen, and expeeted that the large
fortuncs which she would ini:erit would give her
a claim to a coronct; but it was well-known
that three such offers had been distinctly and
dcliberately refused.  He was thercfore compel-
1cd to lay aside this possible explanation, and
determined to write at ouce, and obtain the clu-
cidation of his difficulty.

Accordingly, Sir Witliam found a letter from
Evclyn lying on the breakfast table for bim the
next morning.  He broke it open imnpaticntly,
and read

# Sir,—1I have received to-day indirect infor-
mation that rou calertain a strong objection to
my suit for the hand of your ward, Miss Conway,
I shall Le glad to receive from you cither con-
tradiction of ke same, or some rcason for your
tefusal, that shall cnable me definitely to accept
it # I am, sir, your obedicnt servant,

Fraxx BvzLyx.
* To Sir William Nansficld, Bart.”
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# Confound the fellow's pertinacity I” was tho
baronet's remark, when he had read tho letter.

“ But I will soon convince bim that I know
my own mind, and that I wean to adhiere to the
line of conduct which I have marked out.”
And he forthwith indited the following reply,
which he immediately despatched ;e

¢ Sir,—I beg to state that your information
is perfectly correet; and to informn you that I
have no intention cither of altering my opinion,
or of holding wyself answerable to you for any
step which I may take with refercuce to the
future interests of my ward,

¢ 1 am, sir, your obedient servant,
“ WiLLan MasspieLp.

@ To Frank Evelyn, Esq.”

And having sent his reply to the post, he
complacently flattered bimself that he had done
everything that was needful, and had completely
settled Evelyu's claim; though occasionally a
doubt crossed his mind as to whether he had
not heen too hnconic and abrupt, and had treated
his correspondent in  somewhat too coutemp-
tuous a style. e speedily, however, dismissed
any such thought, and early in the course of the
wmorniug took his departure from Mansficld Hall,
to attend to his important business in Lombard
Street.

Directly after his arrival at the Bank he sum-
moned his confidential manager to his private
room.

« How do matters stand, Baynes?" he asked,
as soon as the door was closed.

“ Very badly, Sir William.”

¢ How? What do you mean by very badly ?
Have we enongh actual cash to meet to-day's
probable demands 7" .

“ Yes ; I think there is no doubt thut we can
go through to-day ; and might possibly wanage
to-morrow, if no heavy chieque coracs 1u.”

% Good! I almost feared matters were worse.
However, it is perfectly evident something must
be doue, and that promptly, 100 ; for if the ru-
monr once gets abraad in the City that we are
short, it will be all over with us; we should be
obliged to stop payment.”

# We should, Sir William,” echoed the man-
ager.

t Xow, Baynes, that is a contingency that we
must carefully guard against.”

The manager slowly dnclined his hiead,

¢ Jtis a danger which must be averted,” con-
tinued the baaker.

& It must,” the manager replied.

# Atall risks and hazards” was the ccho.

# You understand distinctly what 1 mean,
Baynes? Nothing—nothing must stop us from
taking the necessary measures toavert thisblow.
No compunction must stand in ourway. Do
you understand me 2 .

# Y—c—3, Sir William.”

4 And you are prepared to go through with
it? Mind, you bave my authority for doing it.”

¢ J am prepared, Sir William.”

4¢ 1t has succeeded before

¢ And it shall do so again,” replied Baynes,
suddeunly sceming to wake up, and with o Jook
of determination on hig face.

4 You arc an invaluable servant, Baynes. Let
us lose no time. How much do we want7?

« Fifty thousand pounds.”

«3nd therc are good securitics for the amount?”

¢ For more than double”

& Then raise sixty thousand. You understand
me? The bank requires fifty : raise sixty, and I
shall be satisfied.”

“ The amount shall be in this house before to-
morrow moruing. Will yon oblige me with the
key of the strong room 7°

@ Itis in my private drawer, Baynes. Bat,
mind, let everything be done carcfully and
secretly,  Be judicious in your sclection?

4 1 will take carc of that, Sir William. You
wiil give me authority to raisc sixty thoussnd
pounds, and to pay away ten thousand pri-
vately for you 7 The balance will be availed for
business purposes to-morrow morning 7°

% Yecs. Your plan will be perfectly satisfac-
tory, Bsynca. I suppose I can make myself
quite easy on the subject now 77

# Perfoety casy, Sir William:”

And the manager, with a loax bow of meck
obeisuuce, left the room. DLut a winuto after-
wards ho retumed, to say that a geatleman
wished to speak with the banker. For a wone
der, tho manager had not looked at the card,
which ho handed over. Had ho done so, matters
might have ended differently; but perhaps he
was too much engrossed,

. Sir William muttered something that sounded
very much like an oath, and then suid, quickly (-
¥ Show him io, Baynes—show him in.”

And accordingly Frank Evelyn was ushered
into Sir William Mansficld’s private room.

Evelyn looked towards the banker asif he
expected to vead in his fice the unmistukeable
indications of enmity ; but he was completely
surprised when Sir Wiiliam advanced towards
him, with a smile upon his face, and, shaking
him wannly by the hand, said :—

“ 1 am very glad tosce you, Mr, Evelyn. You
have doubtless received my note ou the mutter
on which you communicated with me 7"

“«3 have, Sir Willlam,” answered Evelyn,
scarcely knowing what to thivk of the muruner
of his reception—iwhether to interpret it unfu-
vourably or otherwise,

# Al! then wo may consider that affuic as
scttled. Is there apything in the way of business
in which my advice can be of service to you?”?

« Sir Williamn Mausfield, you must allow me
to assure you at once that, fur from considering
the matter which you have mentioned s settled,
I have sought this interview with you now for
the'express purpose of getting some more defi-
nite explanation from you, as to your motives
in so decidedly putting your veto upon my
engagement with Miss Conway. I koow per-
fectly well that you are invested with certain
powers of discretion in your capacity of guar-
dian, aud I do not deny your perfect right of
axcercising those powers, especially in an affuir
of so much importance asthe present. But I,
at the same time, think that, after the many
years during which my family have been known
to you, it would at least have been an act of
courtesy on your part to mention to me the
reason for giving me an answer in the negative.
If the objection be in any way connected with
moncy affairs, I could in some nicasure uuder-
stand it, though I believe I could remove all
apprehensions on that score. If<—but I will
start no more hypotheses; I will appeal to you
frankly to give me some explapation of my
rejection. 1 do not think you cac cefuse it”

“ ] admit the justice of a great deal that you
say, Mr. Evelyn ; but at the same timo I can
assure you that I thoronghly made up mymind;
and it will be mere waste of time to endeavour
to change my decision.” -

« That will in a great mecasure depend upon
the nature of your objection.?

# 1 beg your pardon ; there you arc mistaken.
My decision will not be influcnced by any mo-
dification of my original objection.

“ Will that be just, Sic Wiliiam 77

@ Perfectly so”

¢ ¥ really cannot understand it

¢ Pray do not attempt o doso. Accept my
auswer ; it will be quite sufficient,” ’

# Nay! I fairly look for somec reason.”

¢ ] fear that yonr expectations, however fair
they may be, will acvertheless be doomed to
remain unfulfilled.”

« Am I to conclude, then, that you refuse to
accede to my very moderate request 77

4 That ia the ouly conclusion to which my
remarks can lead you. I amsorry to disappoiut.
you, but I can say 20 more”

4 Then, Sir William, leara that I am not only
disappointed, but dissatisfied; and that I shall
make my dissatisfaction fclt in a way that you
will not fail to appreciate. You bave treated
me most unhaudsomely—most unfairly. X love
Helen Conway, and she is willing to accept me
for ber husband. Show me the good cause or
reason why this should notbe. You cannot, or
will not, Beitso. Iacoeptyour answer now,
but ot in the spirit that you wisk, Once mare,
I ask you cither (0 grant my suit, or to show
reason to tho contrary.”

“ I capnot recaii my words,” the banker an-
swered, rather slowly.



