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IMPRACTICABLE!
LIVELY agitation continues to bo carricd on in
_(' several States of tho Union in favour ot decreas.
ing tho hours of Tabvur, In somo of them measures
have alrdady pazsed tho State Leghilataces to that ¢f
feet.  Tho principal provisions of theso bills are to the

effeet that whiere a bargain is not entered luto, aight |

pours shall be considered a day s labour, larmlabours
of4, OT §0rSutis rerving Ly the year or month, aro ens
ceptions, and i a epecial agreement s entered into by
any fndividual to work ten or mora hours, such ar.
rangemont is Just as binding as §f no cight hours' law
et Fhe effoet of thiese provisions will not bo so
great as many might suppugo at the tisst glance. The
exeoptions refoi rcd to above, will excludo 8 considers
able purtion of labuur from the operation of tho law,
and there I3 very 1ile doubt that her® fler i such
States, cmplos cis will tahe care to make apeecml agree.
toents, and that there will bo a variativn in the wages
patd to eight and ten hours® men.

fo Minois the eight hours LIl was adopted sule
tuno ago and I New York State the Governor has
recently given lus assent to a similar measure, Tho
worhing men of Chicago attempted tu put the law in
force on the 18t of May, and having banded together,
went about 1he city endeasourivg to forco those who
were willing tocontinue to werk ten hours from dung
w. The distwibance assumed the ditmenstuns of a
riot, but turned out a fallure.  Tho law, up to the pre-
cent time, remajus comparatively & dead letter, cme
ployers generally refusing to agree to the right hours
aystem, or, at least, objecting to puy as much for the
short a3 for the long hours. We cannot see how ahy
reasonable perron can find fault with tho position of
ounployers in tlus matter.  Under present circum.
stances th the biates, they canait afford to increase the
wages paid for labour, and the cight hours system
really amounts to that  I€ the lemands made wero
acceded to, thousands would bo willing and anxious to
work ten hours and get two hours extrapay. 1That
enzth of time s uot excesslve, aud no legal enact-
ment can fong force up the price of lab wr beyoud 13
real value

Never was the United States {n a wurse position to
shorien the hours of labour than at the pie-ent ime,
The loss of two lours’ work per diem of cach labourer
throughcut the Tnion, wuuld amount to a large sum
in the course of the year.  As labour is the fuundation
of wealth, we may fairly assume that the proposed
shortening of the day’s work—if generally adopted—
would decrease the aggregate wealth made during the
twelve months in the samo ratio as the time for work.
fug is reduced, which is 7fweenty per cont. ‘The Repub-
hic 1snot in a position to make such a sacrifice at pre-
sent, aud o il eflects to thoe Sta‘e would uundoubted.
ly result if tho new system came into general u:e.

That the working classes across the linus will look
attho matter in this light, we do notexpect. They
will not consider with the mind of the Statesman or
pohtical ccononust; all thoy will sco ie a shortening of
their dally toil. If this could be done wahout injury
to their country, or without decrcasing their wages, it
woJld Lo desirable.  DBut it cannot.  Both must suffer
to somo ceatont, as o short oexperience must soon de-
monstrate. The working men of the Republic, how-
ever, have the ballot boxes under control, and we do
not doubt that other Legislators besides those of Now

York and Illinois will soon be forced to placo tho
aght hours' jlaw on tho statute book. But wo are
strongly of opynion that, as regards the great marss of
labourers, such iaws will cither remain a dead letter,
or they wall iave to bo contented with lower wages

SMUGGLING INTO THE UNITED STATES.
UE New York Shipping List and Prices Current ot
May 11th says-—** Tho Commissioner of Customs
reports that during the year ending 3lst Dec, 1866,
{be oflicers of Customs for tho prevontion of smuggling
seizad contraband goods to tho amount of four hun.
dred thousand dollars, and that tho expense of the
wholo proventive gystem for thosamo time has not
been over two hundred thousand dollars, whilo the
revenuo servico cost from one and a quarter to one
1nd & half millions annually, and the valuo of smug-
gled goods seized by tho revenue cutters during tho
year does not oxceed ono hundred thousand dollars.
“Canadian Cuatoms officers aid smugglers to send
goods to this country, just as American Customs offi
cerswould aid smugglers on this side wero tho case re-
vereed It was 8o in former times between England
and France, untll both countrics modifod their absurd
revenuo laws, Tho smuggler elways beats the law,

«

smugglers novor can exist uniess tho law i3 so bad that
men desiro it should be beaten.

* 8inco tho abrogation of tho Reciprocity Trcaty
there hias been a largo increase in the trado between
Nova Scotia and Capada, There are now two lines of
steamers between Quebee and Halifax, and a lino is
to bo put on boetween Quebeo and Pleton.  Formerly
Nova Scotin received abont 306,000 bariels Flour frum
the United States aud 6,000 to 5,000 from Caunada.
Now the recelpts aro reversed, and about 7,000
barrols aro taken from tho United States and 500,000
from Canada *

This i3, at all events, a candid statement, and wo
think it is one, too, which will excite very grave
doubta regarding the wisdom of the fnancial pulicy
of the United States towards these 'rovinces,  Wo
shoutd like much to know wnat proportiun the tour or
five hundred thousand dollurs worth of eeized gouds
bears to the whole amuunt et sciac.l.  One thing we
may be quite sure of that the United States will furm
no exception to the ru'o that ** wherd there are high
dutfes there will be extensive smuggling.””  We know
nothing of the charge of cunplicity against the Cauan.
dian Custoras officers; it may be true, but we aro in-
clined to think ft s not At all eveuts, that isonly a
sido issuc, and i3 confessed to Lo ag likely to bo exer-
ciged on one elde as the other. I Eugland and France
found it fipossible to prevent smuggling until * Luth
countrier modified their absurd revonne laws,” wo
may bo quito suro that the thousands of miles of fron.
tier between Canada and the United States afford no
better opportunity.

The fact {s, intclligent Americans are beginuing to
see that tho abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty has
lost them a good customer, without preducing them

sny corresponding benetit in ather \\n%s. Thoy ate
beginning to tind, too, that the impoation of heavy
taxes upun the pecessartes of hite, tfor such to o targe
eatont must the lumber, tish and breadsiufls ot theso
Provinces bo considered, ) is not the best way of ene
abliug them to bear the burden of ther vast indebted-
ness, whilo as a meaus of forcing ug mmto annexation
it {3 worse than uzeless.  Frankly, we would hho tosee
better aud kindlier viens presail, and that the two
nations should be content to duell side by side, each
rcap('cunﬁ the othr's righta and institutions, and kuit
tugether by that vund ot peace which perfect fre. dom
of trade isso well calculated to perpetuate.

NEW BRUNSWICE RAILWAYS,
fPHE ninth Annual Report of the Railway Com.
l missioners of the VYrovinco of Now Brunswick,
has just been published—from it we gathier the follow,
ing statement of fucts:—

Revysoxn,
1866.
Passengors Ceee $653,931 32
Freight .....c.c0 o0 7268 61
Mailz, &c........ cere U130 7337 8
Total S148.330 67 $133.408 67

Tho total expenditure in 1866 was $96 570 21, and in
1865, £01 906 96 The uet revenue for 1566 was £61,760 46,
aganst $35,501 71 in 1865, showing an jncreaso of
$13,258 75. The quantity of sawn lumber largely ex-
cieded that transported in any previous year—the
fncrease over 1865 being 6 per cent..  Of *“mineral
products,” the increaso in conl was 780 tons, in Man.
gancso 636 tons, in iron 471 tous  The number of
barrels of flour and meal carried also exceeded that of
any provious year, and was greater than the number
carricd in 1865 by 13,178 bbls., or uearly 60 per cent.
The Repori remarks that **tho establishmont of an
+ efltcient hinie of steamers Letwecn the ports of Lake
** Ontario, Montreal, aud the Gulf ports of the Lower
« Provinces would largely promote the traflic, as thero
« i3 no doubt that flour and meal can be delivered in
¢ St John as cheaply and expeditiously by this as by
“ any other route.”

Tho quantity ot Agncultuyal products convoyed
was largely increased, wlile the products of the fish-
cries sent over the road were below tho average. Tho
number of passengers carricd was 4,658 greater than
in 1563. 1he expenses of locomotive power were
£1,463 S2 less than in 1565,

1865.
§/1.52) 83
61319 95

LETTER FROM ENGLAND.
COMMERCIAL REVIEW.
(Specral Correspondence of the Irude Review.,

HE hopos ot a peacoful gsettlement of the Luxem-
bourg question havo beeu almost confirmed, and
in the beginniug of the weok g very favourablo cffeot
was produced in trado. Yesterday howeverthe over-
whelmiog majority against the Govcrament on an
important clause of the Reform bill tl:¢ previous even-
ing, had its cffect upon business; and as Frlday is the

»

most important day in tho week, this was the more to
bo regretted, for the Government accepted the situa-
tion very frankly on Friday evening.

Tho two chicf features s trade this week havo been
tho comparatively large business donen cotton, {the
sales in Liverpool amounting to 59 0w bales, of wiich
the trado tovk 68,000;, and the increased stringency
in tho money market.  In tho open marhket the rates
aro now fully up to the bank mmimum o3 per vent.
Thero has been a further full in the price of raginay
sccurities, and aothing could be gloomicr than the
tono of tho market.

Tho Board of Trado retarns have been putiiehed,
and present a str.hing pictare of the eatent of our
trade, and the energy with which it has bren prose.
cuted in spito of tho great pawe of last year. Tho
money valuo although sumowhat less than 1866, 18
much greater than i ING, whilst the quantity o1 the
principal items, notally cuttun basiuereared. Ju fact
the falling off in valug os compared with 1864, 1s more
than accounted fur Ly the lovwer and more hoalthy
prices now prevailing.

The following is tho ueclaied value ot tho exports
in the three first months ot the years undernoted .,

1567, 1886, 1865,
£ £
Cotton yarn and Cotton

manufuactures . .. 16,074 00 19,010,000 12.655.000
Al other articles ... 25,008,000 27,950,000 22 US1000
12,082,000 46.991.000 35,036,000

The following s the computed real salne of the
imports i the theee first months of the years uuder-

noted ;= .
1357 1865, 1865,
£ £ £

Raw cottonn......oeven. 6,265.000 10,055,000 7.657.000

Breadstufls . .. 4 668,00 3. 350,000 1609 00

All other articles 13 348,000 12,013,000 10,658 w0

21 251 (MY 26,455,000 19.454,000

The fulloning are the retwns from the Laok of

England, compitred wath those o1 the preceding week,
and rame time Lust year:

May 1, April 24, May2,
1843, 1867, 1805,
£ £ £

Public Depusits.. ... T053,000  6396,0%  4.923,000
I'rivate Depunits - IGvow 19,554 000 18 588,000
Gov'ment Sccuritics... 12,886,000 12 236,000 10 044,000
Othier Secuntivs .. 1I9169,000 18,250,000  20.38).¢00
Notes in Circulation...23,300,000 23 12 000 22,873,000
Bullion........ .......19,249,000 19337000 13,729,000
Reserve, . .. 10,949, 11,215,000 §,606,000

Thore s an increase in the amount of the other
securities, and a slight decreaso in the bullion, :hew-
inﬁn nmore achiv e demand forace mmodation

cturns from the Bank of France at sawe periods:

May 2, April2;, May 3,

.1837. 1867. 1566

Fraucs Fraucs Francs
Treas'y Balance.. 90 189,000  106,955.000 91,855,000
Private Accts, . 305,034,000 301,631,000 230,523,000
Cemmercial Bills 642,853,000 532,863,000 29,388,000
Advances....... 186,655 000 186,352,000 150,000,000
Notesin Cire'lat'nl, 035,265,000 1,014,600,000 904,184 060
Cash.....o.ovent 198,607,000 780,657,000 524,890,000

The present return is rather favourable in the sense
that money is hikely to continue cheap. Thus is of
course chielly caused by the stagnatiun of trade.

May 4, 1857, I

PCSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS,
fPHE St. John Telegraph, after quoting from a lato
articlo published in the 7rade Review on * I'osal
Retorm,’ aud the abolition of postage on newspape:s
iu particular, thus continucs:

* If, under Union, with restiictions on trade aban*
doned and a wider tield oponed for the rabors of the
mauufacturer, the merchant, tho farier, the politician,
aud other cl of the nity, the efforts ot our
Lrovincial press are 10 bo shackled and thelr position
made worzo than at present;; if four-fithisof newspaper
subscribers in the country are to be mulcted in an
addition of lifty per cent. to the price of their papers,
or the circulating of newspapers seriounsly dimmchmi
by the imposition of the hated tax—the consequences
to tho Rarty 1w New Brunswick who wilt propose or
support such a measuro will bo very serious” The samo
remark will apply to Nova Scotia and Privco Edward
Island. Qur Canadian cotemporarics can not do
better than agitato this question, and eundeavour to
sccure for the whole of the Dominivn the advantage
now enjoyed by tho emaller Y’rovinces. Tho privilego
is ono worth contending for, and will bo highily prized
by the people. Beaides, it will probably happeu that
in waking changes in internal atfairs in the Union, the
Lower Y'rovinces may have to confurm in taany things
to tho usage in Canada; it will bo well, then, that
thero should bo a show of reciprocity in the burincss:
apd wo can not offer to tho larger Frovinces anythin
more worthy of imitation than a Postal system ‘whic!
provides reo transportation for the newspaper Press
of the country.”

The press of the Lower Provinces are unavimous on
this subject, and it is one too on which tueir represon.
tatives will bo certain to act togethor, so that it will
bo the fault of tho Canadian press it this drawback to
its influence and usefulness bo not soon removed.




