Ahaz, the Faithless King

setting & personal example of idolatry, High places
.. hills. . overy green tree ; places where the abomin-
ations of heathen idolatry were common.

II. IponATRY PUNISHED.—5. Wherefore ;
because of his sin. The link between sin and its punish-
ment cannot be broken. Into the hand; into the
power. King of Syria; Rezin (sco 2 Kgs. 16:5).
Smote him; shutting him up in Jerusalem and
taking from him the port of Elath on the Red Sea (sce
2 Kgs. 16 : 5, 6). Damascus.” Seo Geography Les-
son. Theking ofIsrael ; Pokah. Greatslaughter.
In one battle 120,000 men were slain, v. 6.

20, 21. Tiglath-pilneser king of Assyria; to
whom Ahaz had applied for help. Distressed him ;
brought further evilupon him. Took away a portion,
cte. ; plundered the temple of its gold and silver
vessels to purchase the help of she Assyrians, who
accepted thoe gift, marched against Damascus and took
it (see 2 Kgs. 16 :9).

III. IpoLaTrY CONTINUED.—22-24. ‘Time
of his distress ; while under the oppression of the
Assyrians. Trespass yet more ; kept on in his evil
course. The gods of Damascus. Ahaz went to
Damascus to pay homage to Tiglath-pileser, and had
a copy made of an altar which ho saw there. On this
he offered sacrifico, thus forsaking the true God.
(See 2 Kgs. 16 : 10-13.) Help them. Ahaz ascribed
the success of the Syrians (v. 5) to their gods. Ruin
of him, etc.; instend of bringing the expected help.
V. 24 tells how the worship of Jehovah in the temple was
aotually suppressed in favor of heathen rites, and
Jerusalem was given over to idolatry. ‘

265-27, These verses tell how Ahaz established
idolatry throughout the wholo land of Judah, and how,
when he died, he was not thought worthy of being
buried with his ancestors. He stands out in the Bible
story as a glaring example of a king who forsook God.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
Danascus, the chief city
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tio metal and textile work, its convenionce as & market
for tho desort tribes and its roligious significance as
tho starting point of the annual Syrian pilgrim cara-
van to Mccea.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1, 2 What does the nume Ahaz mean? Whosoe
son was he? What kind of a.king was Jotham?
What is snid of the character of Ahaz 2 Whose bad
oxample did he follow ? Explain "'Baalim.” What
groat prophet set before his people the choice between
sorving God and serving Baal ? (1 Kgs. 18 :21))

8,4 Explain “burntincense.” Whereis the Valley
of Hinnom ? How did its name come to be given to
the place of overlasting punishmont? Describe the
offering of children to Molech. Where is the heathen
world said to be ' full of the habitations of cruelty ?"
(Ps, 74 :20.)

5 Into whose power was Ahaz delivered? Why?
Give the name of the king of Syria. Of the king of
Israel. Howdid they come to attack Ahaz? Describe
their success.

20, 21 To whom did Ahaz appeal for help ? What
bribe did he offer ?  What did the Assyrians do?

23-27 What form of heathen worship did Ahaz
copy® How cumpletely did he establish idolatry in
Judah ? -
FOR DISCUSSION
1. Does a son inherit the character of his father ?
2. Are we in any danger of becoming idolaters ?

A PRAYER

Father, let the knowledge that, “Thou God seest
me,” restrain us each one from wrongdoing, spur us
on to deeds of kindliness and helpfulness and love,
and save us from gricving thee by forgetting thy laws,
leading thy children into wrongdoing or dishonoring
thy name in any way. To all the world may it be
evident that wo are thine, and that we choose to be
known as thy servants. For Jesus’ sake we ask it.

N Amen.
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