
I. N.omi A\. Rurx. 14. Tlieyliftedl beauiful ana touching appeti orfabra. 0 n
ip their voice,-The two dautghteis.in.lawV loving daughter. She liad counteci t'ho cost
wcpit as if instead of îîvo voices there h4d been and fier heart's desire was to live and (lie a
1)ut one. tlicrvey). Wept again-Sce verse wozshipper of the truc God The piety <'f
.o. Bath, at firsi proposed to retoarn watla Na..mi biad wvon lier affections and commcnd.
Nnomi. Orpah kissed lier mother-in-law. ed to her the Go(! %ýhom sàie vor~l *ppd<
--he did flot wvait to hear Ruth's decision, or Il Like David's lamnent over Jonathan Rutb's
perhaps she lcnew what it wauld bc. She %îvords bave sunk dccp into the human heurt.
inay have frit that, after ail, two uf thcrn As an ex"'pression of? the tenderest and most
%vould bc a burden upon Naanîi. She loved faithful friendbip they are un:ivallcd. The
lier country and bier gods botter than thte land sianFIe dignity of the iteratian in varying
-of Irael and jehovali. 1' Orpah's kiss shew- phrase tilt the climax is reachod beyond wvbicli
et] thai she bad an affection for Naoini, and no promise could go, the quiet fervor of the
%,.as loih to part from lier, yet sIte did flot love feeling, the thouglit whicli seems to have ai-
lier wcll enough ta leave bier country fur hier most a Christian depith-all, are beautirul

,e. Thus many have value and affection pathetic, noble. From this moment a chtiras
for Christ, and yet fait short of saivaton by lingers about Ruth and she b.-comes dearer ta
him. because they cannot find it in their licarts us titan any wcnian of wbr'r'a the Hcbrcwv
to fors.. tze other things for him. They love records tell." (Watson~). ' "Ruth's passion-
hinm and 3'et leave him, because îhey do not ate borst of .,nderness is immortai. It bas
love him enougît, but love other things botter. put into fitting words for ail gencrations the
Thus the young man that wvent awvay from dcepest thoughts of Ioving hearts, and cornes
Christ went away sorroavfui (Matt. 19: 22)." ta os over ait the centuries betwveen as warm
<lHenry). Ruth' cve unto her-Na argu- ani living as wvben it welied up from that
nients or entreaties couid move bier. Hler gentie heroic sont." (Maciaren). Thy God
dIecision %vas irrevocably made and it ias not my Gad-"l Since the God of fisrael is the
the creatore of the moment. To go backc was truc ground of ail the love wvhich she feit for.
ta renounce the God of hier busband and lier Israeliîisb friends, il foliows that bier con.
plonge again inta the abyss of heatbenism out fession of him is the keystone of bier vdwv."
of wvhich Naomi's piety had raised hier. Every (Cassel). (Matt. 5: 16; 2 Cor. 3: 2, 3; 1 COr.
pore and holy affection of ber nature conspired 11: 1; Phil. 3: 17; 4: 9; 1 Pet. 2: 12).
to strcngthen lier resolve. She lost nothing 17. There wil! 1 be buried-She aband-
that she wished to keep?. Her people, bier oned even the tombs of bier ancestors. No
country and her God were ta be found wvhere oriental is indifferent regarding bis place of
Naomi dwelt (Prov. 17. 17; 18: 24). liorial. Ail desire ta lic beside tbeir kindred.

15. Her people and ber gods-No re- CmaeJacob's wish (Gen. 49: 29.32> and
proach is intendcd in these words. IlHer Joehs(Gen. 50: 25, 26). Sec also i Xings
daughters-in-lawv bad said ta lier « we xviii go 13: 22. She gives berseif up whally and for,ý

wihthe ,oM pe.' It grieves Naomni ta ever ta the people of God. ?he Lord do- lao
lie obliged ta tell th,ým, Nith aIl possible to me-This is tbe first occurence of the,
tenderness, ibat iii the sense in which îhey 1-ebrew formn of a soleitn oath (i Sam. 3: 17;
unean il, ibis is altogether impossible. It Wvas 14: 44; 2 Sam. 3- 9, 35). It is equiv'aient ta
neccssary to intimate ta tbem that a deeper IlI swear that death, and notbing but deatb'.
than unerely national distinction compels their shaht part us." "lSite puis hersel on oath,
present parting: that wvbat hier sons had donc and invokes bis scvercst penal dàspIeasure if
in Moab, ivas flot custornary in Israel, that her she should staffer anytbing less uncontroilable
personai love for themn was indecd so great, than deatb ta part ber from bier mother-in-law.
that she would gladly give thcm other sons, "lSa" stands in misty indefinitencss, as a
if she bad them, but that the oeople of Israel danudy veil, two-thirds concealing, and one-
'vas separated fromn aIl otber 'nations by tbe thîrd reveaiing, whatevcr barrid inflictian-
Gir of Isracl. Orpah undcrstood ibis. could by drainatic sign be reprcscntcd or bint.
Sîrong as bier affection for Naomi wvas, lier 1 cd." (Hcrvcy). .Andmore also-Lit. "and
naturai desire for another resting-place in a~ so may lie add ta do." There was first of ail
husband's house was yet sîranger; and as she 1a fuîl imprecaian and <lien an additional
could flot hope for ibis in Isracl, site took ' bittock ' ta, tend intcnsity ta tbe asseveratian."1
leave and went back. For the same reason (Hervey). By using these words Rutb sbows
Naomi spcaks more plainly ta Ruth: tby tbat she was already a worshippcr of Jehavah.
sistcr-in-law returncd home ta lier people and 18. Stcadfastly mindcd-Rutb wvas "-a
ta hergod. I is not mnat ive belong ta differ- flxed stýar." She had made a deep and calmn
ent nations, but that we worship différent resolve that would not lie repcnted of (Rom.
God's, that separates us liere ai the gates of 14: 7, 8; Isa. 44: 5). Naarni gladly "1gave
Isracl." (Cassel). Il'God .wrestied with Jacob ina" and urged lier no mare. In. religion
witb desire ta be conquered; so Naamni, no there is no cscape.froni personal decision ; na
doutât, opposed Ruthi, h oping and wisbing one can drift ta saivation wvith campanions or
that she herseif might be foilcd." (Fuller). witb a churcli. Ia art, in literature, in ardi.
Naomîw NastestingRutb. Coin. Lukc 14: 26-33. nary morality it is possible ta possess some-
<josb 24: 15, 19; 2 Kings 2: 2; 1luke 24: 28). thing %vithout any special effort. %We gain it

16. Entreat me not ta leave thee-A unconsciously by association witb tbe (;ultured
(193)


