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By Htctor Chuaxlswrlx.THE advent of Mr. Willard, after threos years'
Tabsenco in Englatid, heu been crie of the

refreshing ovents of the prescrnt season.
Mjr. Willard, wbo iti bis particular fld-that of
rte modern prose ditnna, is one of the greutest
actors in the world -always bas someothing
now and intcresting to engage our attention.
This year lie presented Henry Arthur Jones'
comedy, $Tire Rcgue's Cunîcdy,' wiih was bis chief
offering. In this wvork Afr. joues parteti witlî bis
nwn moral tenipermnunt for the notice, and trade
nuc attenupt to deal with the serious issues ut the
dlay. Ho proved that bis de.dre to imiprovo the
race with bis philusjophy ut lite lbas
beon the principle cause of the tch.
iiical defects ia nil bis other works.
«Th Vi ogue's Conmedy ' was perfect
in its developunient, and savored ut
Moliere in ifs %vitty unctuous relation
ot the adventures of a rogue -,vise
proys upon Raociety. 'Mr. Willard
was perfact. iv bis aplomb ia the
xnocking fauliion in which ho cheated
and lauglied at luja gulis, and in the
genuine heartiues, ot bis acting. Ho
introduceri ta us ans actress of un-
usual skili ini the pertson ut Miss
Olgas Brandon, a womnau capable ot

nxrsug a character not by spouted
phaebut sheer expressive pan-

tomi.xuo. MNiss Brandon ia an Anueri-
cars girl who bas gaineri a real posi.
tion un the Englishi stage.

It xnay bc somewhat illuminativo
ut nresenr, theatrical conditions te
luok over the season's record ut
Augu.4tin Daly, the niost ambitions
of Amnerîcan managers. The follow-

Iula list of the productions ait bis
theatre, in New York :-1 The Texnp-
est,' nineteen turnes; "Muci Ado
About Nuthing,' thirt-y four times;
' As You Like It,' fivo tines ; 1The
Wondér,' eighit Âimes; « The Scheell
for Scanda,' four tumes; 'London
Assurance,' oighit tiimes; Tiro Mag.
istrate,' twenty.three turnes; 1 Mcg
Merrilies,' seven tures; 'The Gleisha,'
161 times.

It will be seen that the performi-
atices of 'The Geisha' outnumbered
ail the other productions put te-
gother. The Jnpaaese comedy was
produced 161 tines against 108 pro-
ductions ut legitimate caunedy. It
inust bc tnlcen into cansizlertion that
net une ot the logitinuate pieces was
new te theatre-goers, and theretoro
nppealed on!>' te that portion of the
public uvhich is interested inl Shake-
speare and in old English comedy.
The Geisha,' on. the contra-y, was

absolutely now to the public, and
appealed nith greait success toeall
classes of the commnunity. Ev6rything conskxered
-fiftyoight Shakesperenu performances ini une
New York theatre is not a bari showving. 'Mr.
Daly's usual custuai of giviag unie Shakespenrean
rovival was oxtended by twa aew productions,
,The Tempest' and, 11%uch Ado About Notliing.'
The latter was mnaifcstly for the purpose ut ai-
lowing Mliss Ada Relhan to net the raie of Beatrice,
whiie 'The Tempeat,' like M3idaummer Nigh t'a
Dre.an,' was produced flot for the acting roIes it
coataing, but to show M.Nr. Daly's resourccfulnfss
as a stago mnnager. There are net înany actres
of thc day Who study and net five tio% raies in a
sermon, yot Miss Rehan lias dlone su, bier essays
consisting of Bentrice and Miranda ia 'The Taun -
peut.;' Lady Gay Spansker in Dion Boircicauls
1 London .4_-umnce ; ' Donna Violante in the aid
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comedy, The Wonder;-' andi tiîo clas4ic "yaNl, eg Merle. Mr. Daiy'4 ideit s"ecns ta bu11
that of running ,toniething ineretricious and un-
iniportant, liko 'Thoe o'h, fur tiit purposo ot
mnsking inoney to bn expcndùd on prodlucti.îî4 vf an
artistio and lîterary character. Thereforo no one
bans any riglit tu cossiplain becau'ie ýomet of the' pro-
duetionq in bis tlîeit re arc not wortby of itit noble
traditions.

Altogotiier Now Y-)rk bas shown a reaction in
favor of the litorary drania this season. Lorimer
Stoddard'a muoh talked of draniatization of 'Ts-4
of tire D'Urbervilius' wvas frankly literary in
character and a reveront reproduction of tire orig-
il. Its grt'rit succes3 ia une utf the bcst signs of
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tho trnies. Hardy's noble, healt.hful and puetie
intsterpiecu seeined alnuost tua fine iin its motives ta
bu adequctcly presenteti in a bold thentrit, ftraîne,
yet Stoddau-d lini suceceded, andi the spirit ut lus
work lias met withi public approbation that canout
b(, gaînsatid. Allusion waR inado lust mnth te
Julia Nlarlowe?3 nowv play. Very seldoun dues
ulho e'<;say* anything new. Her pu-eterence luas
always been for standard poatic warks- ut a t.ested
ciicracte-. Ia this Scotchî love draina, however,
adapted l)y J. 1. C. Clarke froua ' Leq Jacobites,'
by Fraricois Coppee she lias a real pince of litera-
turc whliciî gires lier the oppor&unity qhe de-qires;.
Tri Englisli it beau- tire very iasipid titie, 1 For
Bonnie Prince Charlie.' In tie riginalm it. folluw.-
the cuavuntionail forai of tire F recc po'tic draima,
anrd vua written in Alexandrines. Tho hi8toricai

bas4i4 ut the piece wvas tire final niiatu--rtie-ie of the
Suarti lin flue ott.iMî rising of 1745. l'îe luroie

backgrud ot the Jacobitii riwilli . ivea rare
draîtuatio force te tho pivco, ud tiiiow.s ita relief
the poultie qunlities, ut Mits Marlowo in the raie of
n boiggar înaid wvbo i% ins.trume(ntai in effecting the,
euscapte ofthae vousig PreLLnder.

Two dmanas by a elunrainq and puetie Englishi
wvriter, Louis N. Parker. luavo becti among Lire
real tiieatricial successes ut the year. 'Rsînr,
a tale ut life, and ut life's îueinorie.% bas beon
ticteri by JuLa Drewv with immense suceepq.
Another play ut biis, Tite Mafoer'which
discerning eniici bave pr'iounccd a wvork that
'vili liv-u, bas betin v'omy popular, ovea la thea

bands of tho a:'awing-rooem coin-
pan', ut Dail F4rc',Il'an's Lyceuni.
It ii Paid tîmat ilium is a great f uture
for this du-aina ut the plgrimîs, whon.
.4one day in the future it beconies
part of the poetie roperteire ot somoc
grent artist. la '<pite ot tho %vitiior-
itig effectof thé burlesque nd vanude-
ville wvhich, bave bcon su prevaleît. un
ilhe stage ut inte, sortie rùaliy beauti-
fui works bave titru'<L. their bieadn
above «rund, anti bioorncd tas bravc.ly
us cracuses la Mnrcb.

London't draînatie seasui, actually
begîns jusa4t whleî Atrierica'a seasoui i4i
closing. For thea edification ut thea
Etiflgb publie thore are this >.prihîg
two brîltiant essays ini the direixion
ut tiro philo4ophie draina by tire two
ominont and aunbitious playwrig,ý,tq
A. WV. Pisîcro andr Hemry .Arthur
Jones. L~othî dramuatistn hmave beon
tiiinkirg« upon tire problenis vt l.'vo
ia nuiddio age. Mr-. Pinero write.-
ot love at fort.v-five, andr Mu-. Joncs
of love at fift y. The brillant
dramarse erraic of the Saluirday Re'
vte?', LG'eorge- Benrnrd Shaw, lias beea
inisheivous ciuugl tu iook Up their
biographiè.s, and fanda tliat M r.
Pinero la above tortyfive, and Mr-.
Jo.vts la s'erging on fit ty. MIr.Joncs.,
bus depmctedl a ,rmat LAndon phv'<î-
cian, îvho, aftr a litetiino dlevotcd te
.science, talls in love v-ith a pretty
young girl whlo drops la te consuit

inis about the lîcaltît (J lier fiance.
Ho follows lier down Lu, tho appin
orcliardq aîîd peceful nietlodi ot
lier honte. She la Ulit daughter ut a
clergyman, andi lier fiance is a young
teinperanco ipcturer nîîd religioni8t
who is uiecreti>' a -alavu utf alcohol.
Tire great doetar licamoes pi)ssesser
of the secret, and tlhe prableni lies
betore lîim et wluether lie shall p!ay
the tattler, and reveal thîe truc '<tate
of afihirs; ta tire girl lie lovees ; or
wvbether lie aubaîll lot tlis girl un-

nirtin 'y ombau-kr upun iifelheng
unheppiness mith the hypocrite whun
siloves.. Ultimately avents reliera

the phlynician ufth ni ecessity ot either repugnant
act, and ie ovins a :'oang brido. Tire piece is -pooL-
ically anîd piioiorhicaliy dunc. Mr. Wilierd wifl
bu scon in tic piece ia Toronto -jext îeason.

Mr. Piuîero's dranua lu etititled, ' The Priacces
and tho Butter Ily,' wviîi the sub-title ot 4 Tire Pani-
-itic43,'P.ad i-4 time 8anie coinbination ut cyaicism,

poetry, wit and trivialhtv that 'Tiso Ainazoin' was.

Tht' picture wiie appears on t1iis page ie that
ot Mu-s. E. 0. M. Shipinan, tomnieri>' Miss Effie
EMaino Hlext. Airs. Slîîpmaa is a ciunrming yuung
elocutiùnint, whoso borno h, in Colorado Springs.
She is at present touring ini California. Hor bus>
batnr is tho able manager ot the famous Johns,%ni-
Staily conubination.


