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“THE OANADA LUMBERMAN, \

A SEORT LOOK AHEAD,

T .0 Northwestern Inimberman has tho follow.
fug article on tho prospocts of tho Jumber
trade:—

The wmoney obtained for farm products is
what every rotail lnmber dealer bases tho succoss
of his buainess upon. In tho absoncs of good
crope and fair prices comparatively littlolumbor
is usod. Tho prospexity of a villagu is gauged
by tho prosperity of the farmers in tho county
surrounding the village, and,this being tho casc,
the aucoces of the lumber trade outaide of the
Iargost citios hingea largely on crops aud tho
pricos obtained for thom,

The yicld of small grain this year haz beon
bountiful, From some scctions thore have
come complainta, but investigation has proved
that such complainte wore due in part to poor,
grumbling human nature, Not a small procen.
tago of the peaple nover mako note of sny days
exoept the cloudy once, The sun shincs for
others, they think, and not for them, Theso
peopls, no matter how prosporous, are nover
contonted, If their whoat fields produced 30
bushels to the acre thoy would call thomsoclves
poorly off becausa it waa not 50 bushels, and i
it grow in flour in their pantry bins they would
think that paturo was doing thom o wrong
because 1t wes not in baked loaves.

In some dlstricts corn is out of the way of
froat, while in others a hard frosze would dam-
sgoit, The sesson hss beon so cool that an
oatly frost has been  cpocted, but in the great
corn belt it has not yet como, and in a very fow
daya from now it can come with impunity.
There is every indication that the corn crop
will bo immense. ‘Thoe Wost next year ought
to be a country wall stocked with wellfed hogs
and cattle, Last season a large number of
cattle wore sold in certaia sections becauso their
ownars could not feed them proporly, and, of
course, on the heels of such a condition, tho
number of hogs in the yards this season is com-
parativoly small,

Still, with guod erops of small grain secured,
and an immense corn crop neatly assurod, the
tumber dealers are seriously askin, themselves
what the outcome will bo, Will tho farmers
scll their grain and corn, or will they hold
them? And, if they do scll thom, will tho
prices warrant improvemonts to an oxtent to
consume o large quantity of lumber? Itis uo
wonder that theso questions aroe asked by the
lumber dealers, They come very properly into
the consideration of their busineas plans, and it
would be a poor busincss man who would not
givo them thought.

Thet the farmers will sell the bulk of their
farm produce cannot be questioned. Thoy
raised it for the purpose of tuming it into
money as quickly as poasible, and they will do
it for tho simple reason that thoy waunt the

money. Dobts aro due and must be paid.
Improvements in various directions must be

made on tho farms, and it will take money to
mcake them. It is not the disposition of but a
small class to make overy thing count for tho
bost. Sacrifices are made overy day in thu
Yusiness world in order to get ready money.
So many farmers will scll their crops that wo
oxpect for tho noxt few months the railways
will have about all they cando. In times of a
bountiful harvest, no matter whother prices
wore high or low, such has always been tho
case, and this year will not be an oxception,
There are sumo mon who will hold their wheat
and com, but they will be few when compared
to tho groat number of producers, And what
objoct havo thoy in cribhing ther products?
Crops generally in Europo aro good, Thoroe is
a probability that the European powers will be-
come engaged in war, but the probability is
rather remoto. All tho peoplo of tho old world
aro not 80 hot-headed as tho Froneh, for which
fot us bo thankful, no matter if our wheat and
corn scll for a few cents a bushel leas than wo
would be glad to get for them. This not an
eraof high prices for any linoof goods. Itis
an era of overproduction, and naturo ceoms de-

; sirous thiy season of pointing out to man that

sho, as well as he, can takoahand atit. Tho

\ most panguine do not even predict that asy
.; boom in pricos is likoly to occur in the immed.

iato futuro, Pleaty to ¢at, and pleaty of houscs
tolive in, at moderate prices aud reats, isthe

reducing their output ; the Jumber manufactur-
ors aro {aking steps to bring about the same
rozult—all acknowlodging that in order to go
faster they must first drepare by going slow.
Such conditions do not point to high prices this
year for wheat and corn,

Tho sccond queetion that tho lumber dealers
aro asking thomsclvos ought to bo readily set-
tlod. Good crops aro nlways productivo of in.
creasod activity—an activity that is graded by
tho prices obtained for tho crope, If high
oriccs wore realired this scason, busines so
brisk that it could be denominatod a boom
would bo the result.  Thers are no such indica-
tions, howevnr. Tho realization of such an
ovont can be expocted to bo but partial.  Theroe
will bo a quickoning of trade, but uot in o do-
greo aa to show that the flouris wholly propared
for tho leaven yot. "This, bowover, must bo
borno in mind—we are all hopeful. A partial
success loads us to bolidve that the nextstep
may take us to a success that'is unqualified,
and wo discount the future. Such crops as we
have aro inspiring, and men on tho strength of
the inspiration will buy as many of the nocossi-
ties and luxuries of lifo asthey oughtto, Thair
crodit will bo extended. Neglected improve-
ments will be made. More monoy will bo in
circulation. More mon will bo employed, and
a better feeling will prevail. Another fact
that wo should not lose sight of is that tho peo-
ple of our great country keep marching right
on, They nve all the time reaching out,
and every stop neccssitates commorcial transac-
tions,

Under such conditions.there can be no such

thing as halt in tho lumber trade, this ycar or
any other year as for that matter. Lumber in
the very nature of things must go forward
steadily. Tho amount of lumber that is used,
and bas been used during tho past year, wo be-
lisve has been underestimated because so much
has been said and written about overproduction.
Because lumber hns piled up on tho mill yards
and docks many are of the opinion that business
has been dull at the consuming end of the line.
That does not necessarily folow, Tho facilities
for producing lumber have been largely increased
year after year, There really seems to bo no
Iimit to them, and with the prescat mill capacity
tho demand that would call for all that is
turned out would be such as no mon has ever
soen,
Judging from the evidence with which wo
come in centact constantly, we see no roason to
think that tho retail trade for the noxt twelve
montha will assume smaller proportions than
that for the twelvo months past, but rather
that it will bo larger. Xt is safe to assert that
in tho next year 6,000,000,000 foet of white pine
lumber will be put into buildings and improve-
ments, and if the dealers distribute that
amount from their yards, the year will certain.
1y not be onoe long play day.?

CONOERNING OHEESE AND OHERESE
BOXES.

We clip the following from tho Glengarry
correspondonce of tho dlontreal Witness .
One of the principal features of noto which
soemod to interest our visitors on that day, and
wo are not surprised to hoar it, 18 the checso
box manufactory of Messrs. McPharson, Mer-
rill & Schell, directly under tho personal super-
interZunco of Mr, J. T\ Schel, ono of our latest
and most enterprising citizons, The factory
was built about cighteen months ago in con-
nection with their saw and shinglo mil}, for the
purposo of manufacturing choeso boxes to meot
the demnnd of the factories undor tho direct
contral of Mr, D. M. McPhereon, our ¢ cheese
king.” Tho enormous quantity >f ono thousand
boxes » day are mado and despatched toall
parts of tho country and accross tho river St.
Lawrcenco, and a largo quantity of material
ready propared is shipped daily to all points.
Last weck over seven thonsand boxes of choeso
were thipped to England from the different
factorics, and Mr. McPherson has secoived fur-
ther orders from tho Old Country for ten largo
cheeses, cach to weigh from seven hundred to
one thousand pounds. Tho aversge yield of
cheesos of tho different factories, so far this
summer, is soven hundrod per day, a decidedly
cacouraging outlook. A factory run with such

good effect in a amall placo like Aloxandria,
hoth to the working classcs snd the storee. To
such of our rcaders who mny chanoo to visit
Aloxandria, wo fecl sure a visit to this factory,
to witnces tho manufactoring of thoss cheeso
boxes, will prove intoresting, With that in-
domitablo push and onterpriso which have char-
actarized Mr, O, T, Scholl sinco his arrival in
Aloxandris, he has planted in our midst a most
flourishing concerr. Wo how learn that this
gentloman is about to ercot & nowe saw mill at
or noar tho ¥ Dingwall Farm,” in the fourth
concesaion of Kenyon, adjacent to tho track of
t .a Canada Pacific Railway, which will give
him splendid facilities for transporting lumbor
and cord wood, etc., to Montroal and the Amer-
fcan markots, Such busincss speoulations aro
all worthy of success, bringing with thon as
thoy do a homomarket forthe deserving farmeors,

CONSB1.LVATION OF FOREHNTSH.

Mr. R. W, Phipps, whoso activity in the
political campaign of 1878, will bo rememborod
by most people, is now visiting tho capital for
tho first time and in an official capacity. Afew
yoars ago ho was appointed forest conservator
by the Ontatio Government.  In that position
ho has shown himself to bo surprisingly effi-
cient, and collected a mass of information
respecting the foroats of our provinee, and the
best mdans for their reproduction, which is in-
valuablo, Ho intends to go along the Canadian
Pacific as far as Lake Nipissing for the purpose
of personally inspecting tho forests of the
Ottawa Valloy and iatermediato district, and
determiuing what suggestions aro necessary for
their preservation and roproduction. In his
next rvport tho result of his visit will be pub-
lished, and we auticipate it will contain somo
fine specimons of word painting descriptivo of
the Ottawa Valloy’s forcst wealth and sconory.
While in this city Mr, Phipps has boen inter-
viewing individually the prominent lumbermen
and soliciting their co-operation in proposed
measures for forest preservation and roproduc.
tion. They have invariably approved wannly
of his aims, and promised overy co-operation
in their power. It is probable a general moot-
ing of lumbermen will bo ealled, for the purpose
of conference with 3r. Phipps and an exchango
of viows,—Ottawa Free Press.

A DULL WINTER,

Tho coming winter is likely to be tho dull.
est in tho lumber trade which this district has
yet scen.  There have been very fow sales of
lumber this summer and all the mills are over-
stocked in consequence, The Parry Sor °
Lumber Company’s mill here has beon closed
down, possibly for the scason, and, unless
shipments are made immediately, tho Conger
Lumber Company’s mill will bave to shut down
for want of piling ground. Tho mills at Byng
Inlot belooging to the Georgian Bay Consolida-
ted Lumber Co., aro also to be closed down for
the scason shortly. Thoe upper mill 13 expocted
to run about threo or four weeks and tho lower
mill is to run only about two wecks and, it is
gsaid, will be closed down tho whole of next
summer. All the different lumber companies
aro going to largoly reduce their winter opora-
tions in ths woods and thr cut of logs this
winter will not »e ono-half as large as that of
former scasons. Altogether the outlook in tho
lumber ¢rade in theso districts is anything but
promising.—Parry Sound Star.

SBPONTANEOUS EXFPLOSIONS.
Herr Bachr, of Dresden, hasboen conducting
a scries of experiments in tho Royal Theatro in
that city, whose results aro of the highest im.
portanco in clucidating the causes of the spon.
tanoous explosions that somotimes occur in
flouring mills, He has found that tho lenther
bolts cmployed for the transmission of energy
in manufactorics are sygch rapid gencrators of
cloctricity that flour malt and other finely
divided forms of dust may bo spontaneously
fired and oxploded thercby.,  Accidents of this
kind, dus no doubt to tho causo exposed by
Professor Bachr, havo froquontly taken placo
in largoanills in this country; and, as any fincly
divided forms of dry combustiblo matorial is
liable to bo thus cxploded, tho contingency is
ono sgainst which proper provision should be

the outlook, Tho iron, cotton and coal men are

activity and push must naturally prodnco a

modo,—~Exi

THE PALMETTO.

Another uso has been discovered for the onco
universally despised palmotto. 'Tho fine fibre
obtained from the inner lining of tho bud is now
manufactured fnto a snbatance so clossly ro-
sembling human halr that it is employed a2 n
subatitute for tho genulne artiole, aid now
ormnaments tho graceful hoad of beauty. It can
bo bad of any longth, and being capablo of
taking any oolor, the ladlos tan now indulgo in
brown, flaxen and auburn treescs. Thus, not
only tho hat, but tha glossy locks upon which it
rest, aro now furnishod by the palmette, from
which eource also como the fau to cool the
brows and the matorial to stufl matircescs
whercupon to roposo the wearied body. Taper,
fibor, hats, frng, hair, ete., aro now fornishod
from palmetto, and it will yot-provide matorial
for cordsgoe and clothing.—Ex.

NEWLY-DESIGHNED MACHINES,

Tho Egan Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio,
have just completed sovoral nowly-designoed
machines of special interest to large number of
wood-workers on account of the many fino
points embodied in thoir constduction. "Among
the number wo may mention their fast-fooding
special flooring machine, which will turnout
first-class quality of flooring, in either hard or
soft wood, at tho rate of 100 lincal foot per
minute. This machine is provided with throa
pair of Iarge feeding rolls, and it will work
Jtuff nine inchos or 14 inches wido by thres-
inches thick, finishod sizes. Their now salf-
foeding rip-saw is woll adapted for uso in any
factory whero a largo amount of tipping was to
b6 dono, aa the work performed by it is much
moro rapid, [as well as moro smooth and even
than can be dono by hand. The company have
already placed soveral of oach of theso machinos
with parties who bad thoroughly canvassed the
market and finally decided on the Egan Com-
pany’s make.—Zumber Trade Journal,

A BRIGHETER OUTLOOK.

The import list this weok is & somowhat
formidablo one, and includes 25 vesscls from
Swedon ; 13 from Russia, and cight from Can-
ada. There are 25 steamers and 35 sailing
ships, making a total of 60 again=* ‘4 tho cor-
rosponding week last year. At th . time thore
wes & masked preponderanco of sw. ~ars, 46
being of this class ; so that though the presont
woek's import is undoubtedly a heavy one, it is
not 8o large, fortunately, as twelve months ago,
Trade is now duller than it was then, though
tho prospect of improvement is somowhat
brighter than it appeared the autumn of 1883,
Then there was nothing to ground any hopes
upon of a changa for the better, Now the out.
look is much brightor, and in the preseut un.
settlod state of the foroign markets; and tho
disturbance between Franco and the Chineso
empire, the chances of the shipping trade
improving aro overy hour becoming greater,
The blockado of tho Chinese harbors would
throw tonnage on the market ; but to carry on
such a distant war the French will be compell-
od to utilizo all their vessels for transports, and
in this way tho Mediterrancan trade will be
almost ontirely in our hands.—Timber Trades
Journal.

Tees Planting in the orthwest,

Onn of the measures beforo the Northwest
Council, now in session, is the introduction of
an ordinance providing for the encourngement
of thoso who will undertake the work of plant-
ing out trees on tho prairies, both for the pur-
pose of raising timber belts on such pertions as
are of little value for cultivation, and to creato
wind-breaks around homestoads and along
tho rosdsides for sholter and shade. Iu cither
caso it i8 most desirablo that tho encouragument
to bo given should bo of a liberal nature. There
is nothing, we beliove, in cithor the climate or
tho soil to militato against success, except that
the varicties of trees to be triod should be thoso
best adapted to exposure. Tho experiment necd
not be a costly ono, and a beginning might bs
made by planting out thoso sorts that aro in-
digonous to the country or to localities with a
winter climato cqually as cold.— Calgary
Herald,
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