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without having consecrated to prayer a good pro-
poction of lns time, amid all lus manifold labours,
so it seems well worily of bemng coasidered by us
all belore the Lord, whether we tway not be
preatly wanting alite to ourselves and to ovur
ministry, in reepect even of the mere time spent
by us in this exercise. At the same time, it is
very clear that the apostolic purpose coutd only
have found its adequate seahization, and can only
tind it among ourselves ut tus day, in the spirit
of a Penicl-like carnestaess, and fasth, amd hume
ble and holy resoluteness—in the tpirit of han
who ¢ went up to the top of Carmel, amleast him-
self down upon the carth, and put his fuce
between his kuees, and said to his servant, Go
up now, look toward the sea; and he wentup,
nud looked up, aud said, ‘I'here s nothing; and
hie said, Go egain seven times! —in the spint of
prayers which, like Paul's ¢ coaflicts” and * agoniz-
ings? 1aking hold of the Divine Word and power
aud grace, should reverently refuse to ke a de-
nlal—in the epirit of prayers answering in some
measure to the deep itics of the winistry on
the oue hand, and the fulness of the promize of
the Holy Ghost upon the other—unswenng in
some measure to those blessed words of the Lord
Jesun, ¢ Which of youshail have atriend, and
thall go to him at nidnighs, and say uuto him,
Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of
wine, in his journey, is come 10 me, und I have
nothing to set before him?  Aud he from within
shall anewer and say, Lrouble e not; the door
is now shut, and my children are with tiein bed ;
I cannut rise and give thees 1 say unto you,

more distressing, by the remaining depravity uf’ growth and when in full leaf, A plant muet bo

his own heart. S tempts and entices o on
all hands and at all nmes, and o he gives way
for an inctaat to the miluence, Mis progress is
thus fur arrested 5 uny, hie setrogrades und lns
work is to be dode vver. At oae time every
thing appears propitivus ; his cource i3 plamly
marked out; his buth s uunavermy s he leans
upon Cheist; heaven svems ulmost within his
grasp; he walks wahont weanmes; he runs
without fainting; he mounts up with cagley
wings: then, again, clvada fower and ob core his
prospect 3 s cflorts are feeble: his determina.

tion weakened 3 he loses sight of hes Abnighty
helper ; his corruptivas struggle for the azemn.
deney, and talvation seems next to nopossible,~
Now, indeed, the gate is strajt, and the hilt Di¢
fieulty seems incurmountable.  Fne teqins of the
Gospel are still ¢ take of the waters of hife frecly,”
the compassion ot a promsing-God issull un.
changed, ike fuve of Chnst is as inexhauztible vy
ever 3 but hie tuls 1o reahze these blesed yuths,
and the unbehef of his heart unfits him for waking
advantage of them, while at the same time 3t exe
poses hita 1o the fiery darts of the eaemy.  ‘Lhus
it is that there iy not a single ditticuity m his way
except those of his own creation.  [{ad his sur-
1eader to God been perfect; had he ever maia- |
tained u viglant watch; had hie clung to Chinst i
with a 1enucious grasp, as all bis sulvation and
desitey, he would have encountered no such
LEVOUS ICNEISes.

Here, then, the Christian may learn some sa-
lutary lessons,  He is strantened not jn God, but
in himsell. s sin i3 the obetacle in his way of

though hie will not rise and give him, b he
is his friend, yet because of his importunity, he
will rise and give him as many as he needeth.
® 3 @ & [fye, beiogevil, kuowhow to give
good gifts unto your children, how much wmore
shall your beavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to them thut ask him. We will give ourzelves
continually to prayer.

¥ s ae———
SALVATION EASY AND DIFFICULT.

There are two ciasses of texts in Scripturc ap-
patently contradictory of cach other. The one
repeesenting the ease,and the other the difliculy,
ot obtaining salvaticn. On the one hand we have
presented 10 us the fullness of a Savior’s love, the
sufficiency of his atonement, the unqualificd free-
ness of the Gospel offer, the readiness with which
God pardons and accepis the siancr, without
righteousniess or merit 6f any kind; and, un the
other, we are jorewarncd of termble conflicts, of

the straitness of the gate and the varrewness

of the way by whichheaven is 10 be entered, and
of the difficulty with which cven the righieons
are saved. The solutivn of the sceming discre-
pancy is simply this: God, on the one baad, re-
woves all difficultiesin the way of a sinner’s ac-
ceptance, and mokes the terms of his reception
the easicat possible; on the other, the native de-
pravity of the human heart in a sease rencws
and multiplies the original difficultics. Ta this
view the salvation of the sinper becomes a mat-
ter it once of the easiest and most difficult
i eat, If the fullness of the Gospel pro-
vision be regirded, the sufficiency of Divine grace
be rclied on, then is salvation easy; butif the
sinner retains an evil heart of unbelief, and clings
to his beloved sins, obstructions of the most for-
midable kind spring up in hip path. The gate of
entrance is strajt or contricted, just because it
will admit no one vho reiains hissins. A camel
can fot go througli the eye of 2 necdle, and no
more cen a tinner pasy this gate if he carries
along with him the barden of hissins. Of this
he must be divestc!, and this can not be done
without’ sore conflicts and persevering struggles.
God makes the way casy, sin makes it difficalt.
A magmay be regenerate and not fally sanc-
tified; sud itis the effort to retain this sanctifica-
tion that keeps the believerin 3 state of painful
auxicty. Every step of his progress is resisied
by the great adversary of couls, and what is atill

!

suceesg, izcan not be tampered wath in 323 dightest !
form with impunity.  One act of forgrtfulness of |
God, one neglect of duty, one sinful indulgence
in act or temper, may amd will bring uttendant
difticulties wihich he will find it hard to over-
come.  Iflie withes a comparatively easy course,
he must hate sin unqualitiedly, ucder whatgver
aspect it is presented; he must crucify it in his
heart and members. Ile must remember, too,
and remember always, that hig safety and com-
fort depend on lis clinging closely to the side of
Chiist, so as always to realize his presence, and
to be sure of his present help.  fIis object must
be definite and ever in sight, to lay hold of eter-
nal life, and against every thing which tenda to
obscure and lexsen theimportance of thig, e must
vigilantly guard. TIn this way his striving will
not be in vain. IHis Saviour will not withdrdw
from him while he confidingly and aflectionately
trusts him, and no enemy shall defezt hin while
ciothed with the armour of righieonsnese.  The
difficultics of salvation will be obviated, and he
wilkzo on his way yejoicing that o foll salvation
is prepared for i, and the most ample aids fur-
nished for its final pussession.— Prestyterian,

Strexeta 1x WreakNess—God watched over
his own work, and was pleased o f.asten jt.—
Zuingliug’ defeat lay in his etrength.  Strong in
body, strung in character, strong in talents, he
was to see all these varieties of strengils broken,
that he might thereby become such na instrument
©s God loves 10 emnploy. e stood in need of 2
baptism, that of adversity, infinnity, feebleness,
and pzin. Such a bapiism Luther had received
at that period of agony when the cell and long
passages of the convent of Etfurt resounded with
his cries. Zuinglius was 1o receive it by being
brought into contact with sickness and dedth.—
The heroes of this world—the Charles twelfths
and Napoleons, have a moment which is declsive
of their cascer and their glory, and it is when
they all at once become conscious of theirstrength.
There is an analogous moment in the life of God's
heroes, but it isin a contrary direction; it is
when they recogaize their impotence and nothing-
ness ; thenceforth they receive strength from on-
high. Such a work as that of which Zuioglius
was 10 be the Jostrument, is oever accomplithed
by maa's natural sirength ; it would immediately

wither awzy, like a tree transplanted after ite full

fechie in order to take root, und u grain of corn
must die in the ground before it can yield a full
winen,  God led Zumglivs, and with him the
worle of which Lie was the s'ay, to the gates of
the grave,  Juwas from amoug bones uad dark-
nees, and the dust of the dead, that God is pleased
to take the instruiments, by means of which he
illunines, 1egencrates, and revives the earth.—
D’ Jubigne.

A Cvrniso Rurnoar,—"The Rev. Mr. ‘P—of
Virgiuia was st the B—Springs, aund there was
danieing in the billcautm every night.  He wasa
Lanhtal pastor s wad one of his members, night
after nighe conducted her little daughier to the
vootr, znd fooked oo with the greatest interest
whiie alte mingled an the dance 5 and whean she
came away, late at night, broken down from fa-
tigee and excitement, that mother would com-
pliment and praise her for her elegant pesforman-
cea.

Ouae day the pastor gought an iaterview with
the mother, and at empted to show her the fear-
fu! consequences that would probably result from -~
hee mivguided course.  She set up the usual de-
fence, that dancing i3 an clegant accomplishment,
ete. At lagt when every argument had-failed to
couvince her of ber folly and madness as a pro-
fexsed Chrisian wother, in pursuiog a coutse
which was o injurioss to her child and so re-
proachful to religion, ke said,* My deas friead,
that child"—pointing 10 her little davghter stand-
ing by her side, and angry with the pastor be-
cause of his opposiiion 10 her mother’s course—
“that child had better bave uo mother, than to
be cursed with one who, under the gub of re-
ligion, thas traius her vp for the vanities of this
world, and for the world of woe—Am. Mes.

UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY.

Contributions received by the Upper Canada
Bitle Society, up to the 19th December, 1853,
towards the “ Jubilee Fund” of the British
and Fyreign Lible Socicty.

Colleetion, Sceond Congregational 8. S., Rich-
mond Street, Toronto...cevvieiee.a £0 11 3
Do. Freo Church, Petetboro’, per
Rev. J. M. Roger, coevncevenieeenne ' 5 0
Do. do. Boundary Liune, Cavan, do. 1 8
Peteshoro’ Brauch Bible Society..... 25 0
Collection, Pres. Church, Secarboro®,
Rev. J. George....... creeevsrersenes B
Do. Congregational _Church, New-
market, Rev. Thos. Bakeryaeeiinen 8
Do. do. Whitby, for China, Rov.
J. T, BYIC.ceeeenr easssieenenens vesoe
Do.  Preshyterian Church, Clarke,
Rev. S. Porter .
Do. Jubilec Meeting, J.ondoa. ..
Druzumondville B. Bible Socicty....
Chippawa, Juvenile Collections......
Caledonia, Collection at Mecting, for
ChinRececee ceciorcrsoneaee £3 14 9
Do. Freoe Church, Rev.
Mr. Black, do.eceess 3 3 6 -
Do. Church of England,

)

0
0
0
6
0
8
0
2
0
0

Rev.B. G, Hilldo... 1 5 0
Do. United Presbyje-
sian Church, Rev. Dr.
A, Fertier cevevneneeees 415 0
Do. do. Juveaile; for
China.eerieeenteneennes .215 0
1516 3
Onzario Branch Bible Socittyeewsees 5 0 .0
Pont Robinson, Juvesile Collcctions, 2 4 103.
Monna, Central, Oureeavevessess 013 6
Fergus Branch Biblg_Socicty, for '
1028, ecerernrescns .£3 0 0
Do. Collection, Jubileo
Mecting,for Colportcurs 3 0 0 .
0.0

Collection, U. Présbyterian” Church,
West Flamboro’, Rev. T, Christie,

£10 0




