16

Ehe Eanavian Peestntevian Plagasine.

[July

out tho heant, pure and fervent, to the living Gel. The Tutk, and
Jew, cannot pray without tuening in the supposed direction of Meeea,
and Jeruaalem, and if they do not know tho dircetion, their relie
giona o not guaranieo tho success of their prayers.  Tho idolater
cannot pray cxcept when befota his idal, and he cannot eacrifico
cxeept besido his conscerated altar. o must have his sacted timee,
and places, gml objects of worship, and tako him from hia temples
and lis kdole, and ho is tahen from his religion, No leathen
form of worehip can bo cxported.  No heathen ean travel beyond
his native land and be teligious too0, for when ho leaves his coune
try hio leaves hia gods, and pastes, at once, nto the bleak region of
atheism. ‘Iho Hindoo, when taken from his eacred rivers, temples,
idula, pilgrimages, and holy scones, §s rendered roligionsdy help.
leas, and becomes godless and prayerless, 1lis religion isa fixturo in
Trdin, and beyond that itcannot gu. Bt hiero 1s iho contrast wath Cheree
tianity, It is the gamo oveeywhero: in tho hurning tropicsand the
ctgrnal winters of the poles: fur, the Cliristian recognising the spuritual
cxirtenco of God, and holding by a spititual worship, is ready on cvery
#pot, and at evety time, to call upon his Maker,  And when the minl is
imbued with this principle, and let man wamler where e may, and
when ho can lift his cycs ty Heaven, aad cven 1n unwhispesed langungo
breatho out his prayer to Ius Great Protector, ho carsies with i
overything that is vital in his religion. T'he templo of the Christian is
the wide carth on which ho dwelle, and tho Buing whom ho worships 1s
a Spirit, and his owa epitit pays its boly tribute to tho Parent of ats ex-
istences

We read in the Book of Judges, when a cotnpany of warlike Danites
cattied off tho gode, cpliod and teraphiny, from the houeo of Micah, “a
man of Mount Ephraim,” that he pursucd aud aaid, * yo bave tahen
away my gods which I havo made, and tho pricst, and yoaro gone away,
and what have T more?” Ilis gols wore his religion, and with them it
went ; and this is the frail foundation un which all iolarry rests, It an
material. It is porishable.  §t s hable to disaser. But Chusuanay
oxalts its hicad above all changes and acaidents. It carries m asclf the
very cssenco of immortality  for tako from o cliristien lus churchies, My
ordinances, his long accustumed furms , ayo, tahe from um cven tho Th-
blo itself, and yet his roligwn will live. It is tn lus heat, aad the
heart will find its God. It 49 this eparituality that adapte st unnersally
a3 the religion for man; but take that from it and it would be hike Sam-
son ehorn of his locks, ur by another cumparisun, diprive 1t of this, and
§t would bo liko taking tho very sap and vigoue from tho tree of lifo—
1t wan because tho heathen, systems had no spintvality ; becauso they
had loft the spiritual and taken to tho visiblo that they decayed 8o
:ay;idly, and wero so perpetually changing ; and, on the opposite, had it
ﬂ0i:yb;;(.‘ﬂ! for this epirituality in our refigion—wo may call it the very
onl of its existence—it could not have been matntained, Perscention
could waste it were it bound down to carth, or did the carth contain one
visible objeet essenuial to its Dife , but, a8 1t is, §t carries in itself its own
.indestructibility. It is thus Immortal, for being epiritual, it is beyond
the rgach of men to destroy it. Tho Christian may be persecuted, ho

., may bo exiled, or suffer on tho seaffold, or in the flames, but thero is
decply and rafely lodged in his heart, that which an enemy’s wrath can-
‘not reach, nor lis tortures extract.  Ho may bo rcnu.m\ in tho dengeon,
but o power, of manacles of man can chain down his spirit, as it rises
to tho very throne of God, to pay its yuered homago of devoti
“Fhicto is the clectricity of mind and thought, as on n telegraph of faith,
that eannot be restrained ; o, if you will, thero is tho law of spiritual
gr‘a !alion, as well as tho natural one, and by which tho mind of tho
Christian 18 drawn to tho Great Ceatre Mind, and no human power can
‘break, or derango, tho mysterious, and noble, and holy principle.

Now, to sum up this part in a sentence :—Man can form only systems
Jiko himself, full of crrors, and Hablo to decay ; but hero js a spiritual
faith adapted for man, for mind, for every place, and for perpetuity ;
and from the contrast wo havo only one conclusion wo can draw, and it
is, that thig s tho true religion, and that its Author is divine. Other
systemns, . Jiko tho grass of the field, have alrcady exther withered and de-
cayed, or, by their very naturo, are destined to perish, “but the word of
tho Lord endurcth for ever.  And this is the word which by the gospel
iy preached unto you.

Miscellancous.
SUBMISSION.

Thera iv  acetet fn tho ways of God
With Ilis own, whicli none others know,

That sweetens all ho docs: and if such peaco
While unider His afllicting hand, wo find,

What will it be to aco Llim as o js !

And past tho reach of all that fluw distuils

“The tranqui) soul's repose, to contemplate,

In retrospeet unclonded, nll the means

1ty which 1lis wisdom has prepared His saints
For the vast weight of glory which remains !
Come then, Afiliction, if my Father bide,

Awd bo my frowning frend; A friend that frowns
1a bester than a mmiling cnemy,

Wa weleamo clonds which br{hg tho former raln,
“I'hough they the present prospect blachen tound,
And ghade the beauties of the op'ning yeat,

That, by their stores eatiched, the canth may yicld
A fruitful summncs and n plentcous crop.

‘i Coxtrasses,—Chanty and faith make up one petfect paie of com
pasees, that can take the true lattude of a Christian’s heart s faith (e the
one foot, ditched o the centro immoveably ; white chanty walks about
in & petfect circle of benelicence* these two never did, never can go
asunder.  Warrantmeyourlove.  Idate warrantyour falth,—Ziieh, Hall,

Harrivess —Wherever lics the path of duty, wherever you may be
mnst ueeful, there the Almighty will make you most happy. Happincss
18 ot the oftspring and growth of indolent reposg in this world : aclls
denying excerclse is necessary o s production. :?hn iniagination of &
state where everything will be 1o oue tasie je ere folly. ~We must bs
content to take our ahare in the ills of life, and look for out chief hap-
pineas an tig world froin secking to do our Juty,

e that would reprove the world must be one whom the world cannot
teptovd,—Dishop Iorne.

. P A —

Tus. st s Leer—+Tam fallen,” cnicd Jeremy Taylor, “inta the
hands of the publicans and scquesitators, and they have taken all from
me  What aew ! Lt wolook about mo!  Thoy havolefi mo wun and
moon, tire and water, a loving wile, and many friends to pity me, snd
20mo to rolievo mo; and 1 can well discoureo; and unless I list, thoy
hiaso not taken wway uy merry counteaanco—and my theetful spleits,
and u ol conscienco , ‘they havo sull lefe mo sho providenco of God,
and all the promisca of the Goepel, and - my teligion, and my hopos of
hicaven, and iny charity to thetn too.  And still I'slecp, snd digest, and
cat, nnd dank; T read and meditato; I can walk in my nelghbor’s
pleasant fiolds and sco the varictics of netugal beautles, and dolght in all
that in which God delights, that is in virtuo and wisdom, in the whole
creation, and in God himself.”
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