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r delight- "And wvhen t-hey heard it, thev
giorified the Lord."

But nov comLs 3to the front an incident
in the history wvhich ail orthodox theolo-
gianb pass by when possible withou- notice.
The account reads as foliows, "Thou
!,eest, brother, hou' many thousands of
Jews there are %vhich believe ; and they

* are ail zealous of the iaw : And they are
informed of thee, tlbat thou teachcst ail] the
J ews wvhich are amnong the Gentiies to

* forsake Mc.ses, saying that they ought not
to circumeise their chul Iren, neither to
wvalk âfter the -astomns. What is it there-
fore ? the multitude must needs corne to-
gether:- for they will hear that thou art
corne. Do therefore this that wve say to thee:
We have four men which have a v'oi on
thiem: Themn take, and purify thyseif
with thcm, and be at char.ges %vith them,
that thcv rnay shave their heads - and ail
mav know that those things, whereof
they were informed concerning theve, are
nothing ; but that thou thyself also w~alkest
orderly and keepest the law,.»

Noiv, nothing is clearer from the episties
of Paul, than that this repoil conccrning
him, wvhich hiad reached Jerusalcm, %vas
correct. And yet, here seems a scherne
conceived and carried out to deny its
truthfulness. Certainiy, if the incident is
correctiy reported to us, there wvas inten-
tional deception pr-acticed by ail parties
concerned. Hence, as to this passage in
the New~ Testament Scripteres, ini place of
fearing that the higher or lower critics
rnigh t discover that it had been tampered
wvith by copyists, our hopes are 'aIl with
them that they may make some such dis-
coveries, for almost any conceivable change
would be for the better rather than be an
injury. For this is that same Paul who, in
his epistie, wrote: "And flot rather (as
've be slanderously reported, and as sorne
affirrn that we say), Let us do evil, -thet
good may corne ? whose damnation is just."

But it is a legitirnate criticismn upon 'the
actions of any man who is khown ro be

both honest and clear-headed that they
rnust be interpreted s0 as to neither make
irn a foot or dishonest. Hence, %ve openly,

refêse to let this incident cast a blemigh
on the uipriglit character of this apostie of
rigrhteousncss. Wc wvould require the
sanie incident to be confessed to b>' Paul
hîmseif before w~e could give it our fuit
credence, or at least, be circurnstantiaiiy
toid by more than one hîstorian. WVe
simpty don't bciieve tltat thîs is a correct
account of what: %vas then donc; %vhich is
tantamount to bel-evýing that Paut and the
other aposties wcre not a set of accomplish-
ed deceivers.

As many as like ina>' take hotd of the
other hiorn of the diiemma. But, they ca-n-
not accept the accourit as given in the
Acts of the Aposties as truc, and at the
same. tirne believe Paul and the eiders of
the church to bc honcst men, ivithout, at the
same time, lwriting themnselves down assanc-
tioning the doing of evii that good might
corne.

Paul seems to ailude to this incidenc ini
his epistie to Galarians, or if not to it, to
somethîing sirnilar, where he tells of being,
forced to have Titus circumcised to please
sorte false brethren at Jeruisaiemn. Andi
vet. hce adds " To wvhom %ve gave place
by subjection, no, flot for an hour."

Tien, in the sa.rnc epistie, he tells of his
having pubiiciy rebuked Peter for a
species of deception %vhich w~as as in-
nocency itself whtn cornpared îviti îvhat
Paul is affirrned by Luke to have donc.

Peter>s act ivas, that wvhilst lie freely ate
and fcilovsghipped %vith Gentile christians
in the absence of Jewishi converts, he
wvouid not do so îvhcn the latter were pre-

sn.And vet, IPaul 'vas fired ivithindig-
nation over a niatter so simple and harm-
iess in conîparison wvith wvhat lie is aileged
to have donc at Jerusaicrn! Vcriiy, if the
account in Acts is correcct then was Paul
the prince of hypocrites.

\W have dwett on this phase of the
nurrative under consideration, for their 5sakes

TRE EXPOSITÔR


