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Again, this afternoon, the oid familiar word, Thiank.,gtî
presses forward and demande a hearing.

This word jsean easy of utterance that very few stolp to t
what it metns and where it originated. Might it not be 1p
able to spend a few moments in conoidering itâ origin and ti, 1
ficance.

To find titis we have to travel a long %vay back, toal t
beginning of the agea. Tfhe earliest information is fuund IliD
Bible. In fact, the Bible contains mtore -,aried acc,,urt 0
Thankagivmng services and giftb than time %vill permit us tu t
up to-day, but it might he intereetin g to speak of a few of t

In Exodua xxxv., 20-22, wve have the account of the firet g
thank-offering meeting, when ail the people were askced tn, b
a willing offering according to their mneana to aid in tVie buil
of the tabernacle and tlîua he'p in the carrying <'n «f the Nw .rk si
the Lord. Would that we could say of our thank-offe *
meeting what wvas said of thie firat offering, for wve read nï
Exodua xxxvi. "The people brought much more than en,
for the service of the work wbich the Lord commnaoded e
inake." 'lFor the atuif tbey had waa sufficient for ail the % t
and too much." By their gif ta shnwiný that the old idle3 a:
thankagivîng waa that of offering soinethîtîg to the Lord a,,
as of thanking Him.r

In Leviticus xxiii. we flnd that the yearly thank-offering- ui
placed among the lawa of the people, and wvas called *1st
I"east of Tabernacles." It was kept after they had gathered d
the harveat for the purpose of ahowving their gratitude te il
Lord for wvhat He had doue, for them, thus keeping aive ni
memory of Hia mercies to them. rl

Then we pasa to the great Thanksgiving meeting held t]
David on the occasion of the 1bringing of the ark from Kirj N;
jearim, I. (3hron. xvi. We find in nearly ahl of David'a ]9sa iss
a constant exhortation to give thanka to the Lord.

Wben Solomon bad completed the building of the temple e
proclaimed a thankagiving of ail the people, thereby ackn n
ledginâ that the power to performn thia work had beengivenn

We xnight îmention fumerons other instances of pu R
-txanksgiving in the time of Hezekiah, Nehemiah and oth

nearly ail ths were connected largely with the work of
Lord. ln looking through the New Testament wve find contin D
réferencea to giving thanka flot only with our lips but ini a n
pgractical way. u


