
bis %vife arrivcd hecre-viz., sinco 14tlh June, 1857-and during thie tinie tbev
have labouroti lard ainong the rude anti ferocious Erromangans ivitti little appd-
rent sucoces. Privation s of the inost d21reasing kind have beexi cheerfully antiun-
coînplainingly borne, and the inany attempt9 Dinde against their livets, aithaoupl
hitlierto unsuceessful, bave rendiered thecir residence here continually foul of anx-
iety and alarni.

The cause eof the murder, 1 amn informed, andi fromru ny own oxperience I au,
certain te bc the case, le as lbllo%'s :-Several iuonth8 ago the nicasce, ivicbl liat
prcvîously raget inl Sydney, miade its appoarance in New Caledonia, andl( tiert',
notwithistandingr the oxertions of the Govertior andi the other officiais, it rapidly
mnate progress, and a serions inortality Nvas the resit. The infection wvas thence
carrieti by the variou8 trading vessels calling there to ail tho suirrountii islands,
andi feart'ul wvere the ratvages of the disteinper arnong the natives. At Lefoti,
Mare, Anoiteuin, Tanat, Sandwichi, Espirito Santo, andi Erromangra, thousantis
and theusantis tiicd-in faet soîne eof tIiese places have beon nearly dop)opula-teti.
Straiigo. to say, a sirnilar diseuse lias never before matie its appearance alluong the
natives, and they at once attributcd At te their coliînection witlî tho white muen,
and calloti it Il the wvhite inan 's curso." 'flic consequenica of' this idIC., espec.ially

r the more savago tribes, wvas natturally a bitter hosriiry against foreigners,
andi, singu larly enoigh, ainthte enily class wbo liai lad nothing ta do îvitlî
the introduction of the disituse, but, on the contrary, ivbe hi tricd ill muans in
their poNwer to avert the calainity-l inean tbe inissionaries. At AneiteutmNi bre
the mortality vas dreatil, tho natives repeutedly tbreatened te take tbe lire of'
Mr. andi Mrs. Getidie, andi tbey burnt down the twa bantisome eburches there.
.At Tanat mattors woeo equally bati; repeateti attacks we'ru Matie on Mr. Paton
andi bia property ; and I inyseîf, on on occasion, becard Miakti, tbo chic[' at Port;
1Rcsolution, tbreaten te take bis life if hie wouild not go away in tbo vessel wbich
hrougbit me there. Ilo refuseti to go, and bitherto bis iif* lias been spared, but
I inucbi fear that unleas ho lias loft before the tidings of the Erron)ingatn massa-
cre reaclies 'rana, lie will also lb.ll a victiiu. libre, liowever, tbe inalady bcing se0
virulent as te threaten the extermination af the natives, anti tbeir cliaractÉers bc-
ingr s0 savagely feroeious, tbe greatest anitnosity oxisted, toward tbe wbites ; andi
notvritbstandling tbat Mr. Gordon wvent daily froin snorniîîg te nigbît auionget, tbe
people, administering medicine, and cndenvouring te alleviate as Rîr as lit ini bis
power tboir niiserv, hoe 'ecaine tbe objeet of tlicir extre.ne batreti. Nuiivan, a
ebief, having been prostratcd by the diseuse, wbien aitnost tiying, sent for Mr.
G3ordou, wvho gave him some medicine. Nuivan dieti next day ; the tribo saiti
tbat tbe missioniiry hi dpoisoned titla, and it was resolveti ta kilt ail the wvbites.
A plan was laid, an(i se inigeniotisly artful was tbe sehenie tbat iati it net been
divulgtil by a friendly native, about tee minutes before the tune aptointed for
its execution. we 'veuld almost certainly bave ail perislied. 0f course, wbien the
party caie te carry their intentions into effeet wve wvere prepared, anti tbey Nvent
off disappointeti. Te idd te tbecir feelings of cnniity tow'nrds Mr. Gordon, tbere
~vas yct anotber reason, and te illustrate this 1 cepy tIse fellowing entry ln his
diary. Spenking of this singular disense, wvbicbi le strange and alarming te ail.
he wvrites: -1 t vas precceded by niearly an universal opposition te the Gospel,
and much reurder ana itiolatry. 1 felt sure tbat Goti wouli v'isit; tbenm in judo-
ment, andi Narneti thcm niost solcnsxly but a lew days before tbey w'ero attaeked.
Thle chiiefs, 'who maintain that, to give up tbeir idole ie the cessation af thecir
rule, oan bardly îîow persuade tbicir people tbatthis is net tbe fin'ger eof Jeliovali.'
-"1 warncd thoria te fiee fran tbe wvrai( ta corne, but tbey took net warning tilt
tee late.", Frein the diseuse folloNving close on these NVaIrningS, the natives beu
lieveti that the missienary lînti prayeti Cà Coti to senti it on thoin ; andi tii belief
reatily aeeortied wvith the fixeti idoas of' wvtchrat't wvhii obtain usiVersally in
tliis islanti. About two xnentbs age lie writcs :-" It senis thar 1 w'ns nearly
Illet about two Sa'obathis ago, sieur4 Biisskhill, as 1 iwas gotting on niy horse.
Ejoie circunistance preventeti-persaps the torrents of rain wliiel roll, while I
-was engageti as Pul anti Sulas by tbe Macetionian river stjie. ht le almorst im-
possible for a inissionazy te fitll ieta greater perids aiîîong suds a people, Ier their
bellot' in witcbcrut't le universal, andi tliey scern ta look upon mie as tticir destvej-
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