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pointed by God had struck, and the ?nan
wvas prcpared to do Hus vwork. The monk,
had got back to the Bible; and soon ]lis
stout armis wero striking- nt the root of
mariolatry, saint and ngel wvorship, and al
thiat mnass of superstition thnt hiad obscnred
anti overlaid the relig-ion of thc gospel;
soon, in trulmiet toacs, hie was prociimingy
that Saviour wvho hndt revealeti Himiself t'o
bis owa heart, and wiho lhad also uinveiled
the hecart of Infinite Love. And thon,
-iith. iwondr and dclight, ina sawv lioiv
vain and nseless wero human mediators,
wvhen tho one Divine Metijator hiad givea
himiselt a sacrifice for sin. Then with ail
thec freshnclss andi aptnreîof a new pr'otla-
mation of Ilthe glati titlings of greatjo0y,nien learncd that indulgYences, tortures,
penances, intercessions of saints ivere nat
neded to %vring for-,iveness froin, a Father
who Ilso loveti the ivoriti that lie gave his
oaly bcgotten Son that whosocver believetir
in hlim shoulti fot perish but hlave ever-
lasting life." " Goti is love ;" " Salvation
is Goôd'sq freo gift ia Christ ;"ý-this %vas
tbe vit:al message of the ]Reforniation.

Christ,"' said Luther, " is no ktvw-iî'r,
no tyrant, but a, Mediato>r for sins-a free
griver of grace, righiteousness andi lite.»'

ZOne resait of the lieformation ln Ger-
raany was hinimediate ontburst of sacreti
son,-, expressive of the glatiaess andi
triti)ph of the newlv bora gospel liberty.
A richi anti abunàant national hvmnl-
literature took, its risc at this era, anti the
grent stream of holv song stili rolls on in

the ]ati of Luther, ever iaecasiag in
volume andi fertilisiag anti rcfreshing la its
course through the ages anti gceitions.
Durin- the long, dlark pecrioti that precedeti
ih' ]Reforiiîa.tioni, hIe snigof God's

praises w-as a part of public worbipi from
wichl the peo>ple weco debarreti. Latin,
the tongue la %'hichà were written those
noble hymns nt whiciî we gnein laour
last pajier, liati becomo n dei language.
The hymns ivero not transîniteti into thc
vernacular tongues; the people ceaseti to
uadcrstanti them, anti ivere flot cacourageti

tsig thein. ]3esides, the nmusic iras so
conîplex that no oae col join ia it, un-
less he hand studieti it scicatificallv. The
Reforînation altereti aIl this. It sruck the
fliat rock, anti t'le streain of soag gnshed
fortli. Luther leil the waYn as a singer.
lle not onlY gý1ave the Bible to the Gerinan
people la ihecir OWTî tongue bult also a
hivmn-Ibo)k. Ile knew the power anti
valuec of many of those grand ol Latin
lîymlns that embodieti the piety of figes,
ni which lic hadl so often chinte in a is
intnusicry ; anti, pnrginpr them front irbat-
evur ias inscriptuir.l, 1lie ponreti "tlem
forth, fresh ami vigorous, la new transla-
tions, stiuaped with ]lis owa individuality.
Soînc of the bcst of thte old hymus ivero

thîwi employeti in the %vorship of the Re-
formeti Chureh. But this iras not ail.
Luther was a lover of musie antd poctry,
anti poured forth bis emotions la sacretl
soag of bis owa coînposing. Some of his
hymus are sang la tue Germaîî ehurches
to, this day, anti one or two hlave fonif
their Nyv into otîr English hymn-books.
Liaked ito familiar nielotiies or airs of
poptilar songs, thcy fleiv aIl over Germany,
stirrîng the popular lîpart to its very depths,
and carryiag, as nothing, cIse coulti have
donc, the faith they embodieti te the homes
and hecarts of the masses. There arc la.
stances on accord of whole towans beiag
Ny'on hy a single hymn to the NReformetl
faith. As it passeti froin haad to, land. or
from lhp to lip, one after nother, w-ith joy-
fnl voice, took up the strain,-and tue
gYreat Storm of song swept away the old
rubhishi of centuries. Luther's grandest
hymn is ndouhredly blis Tersion of bte
46th Psnlm ;-nDt by any mecnus a literai
rentierla,-buht while the thoughit of bbe
l'salin iB snbstnntially preserveti, that
thoughit is matie his w, anti licace hiat
sa cb power la awakeaing lofty aspiration
anti holy feeling in the hocarts. of others.
Ever silice, IL lias been the battie Song of
tue German Church, brentiing- courage
into, fiaint hicnrts la the tlay of peril, cIe-
vating uIl faitlî anti confidence of the
brave, anti inspiring hope vvlien the darkest
cloutis hiad gathereti. Luther comnposeti it
wlhen lie %vas on Iiis way to the Diet of
Wornis, and ire necti not wondtr that it
bias the iaspiritiag ring of martial munsic.
It is a chant of trust and triumph, %vortby
of the hiero iwbo saîti, -"were tlierc as malîr
tievils as roof tules la Worias, I would on.
irho, ivilei coîifrouiting eniperor, peers andi
potentates, tIniannessly answered, " It is
neither safe nor prudent 10 dIo auglit
agiiist conscience. Hiere Stand 1, 1 can-
aot othcrwvise. Goti assist me. Amien."
The following is Carlyîc's translation of
Luthcr's grantd bynîni

"A >fe srongttidour Gon is stili,
A trusty slîicid aniiiti ipon;
Itell hip ils cicar froin ail the ill
Tint liath lis now ovcrtaken.
Theancicî,t P'rince of Iteil
itati, risezi iith purpose fell;
Stroîîg tumait of Craft and P'ower
tie weanti t iis lueur,
On cairti is not bis relitowV.

«With ferce of ais WCe uothing cal),
Fial :on, ivcrc we tliwa-ridd-ui
Punt f .r u% fuglits- the proper Mais,
%Vlionài Goti iimsef imatit Nlltda
A*k yc, who is titis ,-.ine?
Chirist Jes s >lis uaine,
Thec Lortd Zebnoth's Soi),
l1e nud no otmer ne
Shall coupqer ta thse battie.
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