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LITERARY DOPARTMENT

THE STORY OF LA ROCHE.
IN TWO CHAPTHRS.
cHAY T,

More than forty years ago an Euglish phi
Jo-apher, whose works have sivce been read
and admired by afl Europe. resided at a little
town in Francz.  Some disappointments in
lus native covatry bud firstdriven him abroad,
and he was afternards in. !um d 16 remain there
From having found, ia this reirect, where the
connectious even of naticn and language were
avoided, a perfect seclusion and retirenient
highly favourable to the developement of ab-
stract subjects, in which he excelled all the
writers of his time.

Perbaps in the structure of such a miod as
Mt o——-"s, the fiuer and more delicate sea-
sibilities ave seldom krown to have place, or
if originally implunted therey are in a great
measure extingaished by the exertiors of in-
tense study and profound investigations Hence
the idea of philosuphy 2nd unfeeling ness being
united hzs become proverbial, and in common
Yanguage the former word is often used to ex-
press the Jatter. Qur philosoplier has been cen-
sured by some, as deficient in warmth and
feeling, but the milduess of bis manuer has
been allowed by alls und it is certain that, if
he was not casily melted inio compassion, it
was, at least, not ¢ilficult to awzken his be-
nevolence.

One morning, vwhile he sat busied in those
speculations which afterwardy aston’shed the
world, an old female domestic, who served
him for a housckeeper, brought him word
thatan elderly geutieman and his daughter
had arrixed in the village the preceding evee
ning, on their way to some distant country
and gbae the father had been seized in the
night witha dangerous disorder which the peo~
ple of the inn where they Iodged feared would:
prove mortal t that she had been sent for, as;
havi ing some.\nowledgc in medicine the vx!lage'
surgeon b@ng “then absent ; and that u Wis
traly p pxteous to sec the good old man;’ " wh
stemed no* so much affiicted by his own dis,
tress, as by that which it caused to his daugh<
ter.  Her master laid aside the volume in his

A haud, and b;oke off the chaln "of ideas it had
"His of ht- own way exchanged

for acoat, and he followed his governant to
the sick man’s apartment .

*Piwas the best in the little inn where they
layy but a paltry one nolwithstanding, Dre
—— was obliged ta stoop as he entered it. It
was floored with earth and above were the
joists not plastered and hung with cobwebs.
On a flock-bed, at one end. lay the old man
ke came to  visit 3 at the font of it sat his
daughter.  She was dressed in a clean  white
bed gown v her durk locks hung loosely over
it as she bent forward, watching the languid
1,0ks of her father. Mr.——and his house-
eeper Lad stood some moments in the room
without the young lady’s being seasible of
their entering it.

¢ Mademoiselle!’ said the old woruan at lust,
in a soft tone.

She turoed and showed one of the finest
facesin the world. It was touched, not speii~
ed with succow 3 and wheun she perceived a
strangerywhom (he old woman now irtr Juced
tv her a blus'i at first, and then the gentle ce-
remorial of native politeness, which the afftic.
tion of the time tempered Lut did uot extin-
guish, cassed it for a moment, and changed
its expression.
and onr philasopber felt it stronzly.
not a time for words 3 he offered his services
in a few siucere ones.

¢ Monsieur lies miserably ill here,? said the
governant, *if he could be moved anywhere.’

+1§ he could possibly be moved toour house,’
said her master.

te had a spare bed for a friend, and there
wasa garret rcom unoccupied, next to the go-
ver:aut's. [t was contrived accordingly. The
scruples of the stranger, who could look scru-
ples, though he could not. speak them. were
overcome, and the bashful reluv.ance of his
daughter gave way to her belief of its use tv
her father, ‘T'he sick man was wrapt in blaa-
kets, and carried across the streelto the Lug-
lish gentleman’s.  ‘The old woman helped his
daughter to nurse him there. The surgeow
who arrived soon after, prescribed.a Jittlg, aod
nmature did much for him ; in a week he was
abie to thank his benefactor.

" By that fime bis host Had learned the name
2nd 'eharacter of his guest. He was a prote
tant clergyman-of Switzerlacd, called L
Roche, » widower, who had Jately huried his o
wife, aFtera lopg aid lingering illness, ff
which travelling hod: hion prescribed, and w;

""I'was sweetness all, however,
it wag




