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as its name indicates, depends in large nicasurc for its value upoin
cuthymol, a preparation that lias long been cmployed by surgeons
wherever perfect antisepsis vas dcsircd, and has morcovcr dcserv-.
edly gained univcrsal popularity because of its frecdoin fron danger
except to germ life,

To the mind of the writer this preparation Warrants spccific
ncntion inasnuch as it offers the ideal of a dcntifrice in that it is

at the same time a powerful antiscptic, rcasonably detcrgcnt,
modest in price, plcasant in odor, and cxceptionally grateful to
mouth and gums, while last, but not least, its use affords a positive
protection against foul breath and othcr conditions peculiar to the
nouth that lcad to retraction and softening of the gums, staining

of cnamel, formation of tartar, and decay ; it is likcwise a reasonably
certain guarantec against a number of diseases whiclh gain cntrancc
to the human organisni through germs in the mouth and digestive
organs.-Popular Science News.

THE TRADE IN CRUDE RUBBER.

This remarkable substance is obtained from the inilky juice of
certain trecs and different varicties of climbers. South America
is the principal source of supply-3razil, of the nany statcs pro-
ducing it, leading in quantity and quality, and having in its great
forcsts sufficent to mcct tvice the wants of the world. The best
is Para (fine, rnedium and scernamby), fron the great basin of the
Anazon, where more than eighty thousand seringueiros (gath-
crers) are engaged in the dry scason in collecting gum. White
Para, "virgin sheets," a nev variety in three grades, cornes from
Matto Grosso. Since its importance first began to be felt, this
gun lias exerted an increasing influence upon the spread of civili-
zation, especially along the Ainazon and Orinoco and their tribu-
taries and the great streais which pour out from the interior of
the Dark Continent. Para, formerly an insignificant village, lias
grovn to be a city of a hundred thousand inhabitants, with modern
features, and Manaos, up the river, is fast following it. India
rubber is the mainstay of the nortlhern Brazilian states, Bolivia
and Eastern Peru. Brazil lias a great advantagc in its immense
watervay; ocean-going steamers run tvelve hundred miles up
the Amazon, vhereas every African river except the Congo lias a
bar at its mouth and cataracts not far distant from the coast line.
It is, besides ivory, about the only cominodity produced in the
interior of a tropical country that will bear the expense of trans-
portation, often on the heads of natives along tangled man-paths,
to the seaboard. So in many places it has been the basis of first
commerce.-From " India Rubber and Gutta-percia," by Clarke
Dooley, in App1/on's Popular Science Mi1onthly for A/arch.
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