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Old Apple Trecs.

Mr' Bathetn, of Clevelnd, Ohio, a sexagenarian, who
is aecounited ait authority oit fruit, writes a very sensiblo
and practical letter oit the above suibject te the Countr!/
Getl.a i aving bI etawel consideraleh attention oit
the leterioratitn f orcharis im the older suttled regions
of his tni nt oether states, hie is convinecd that a large
nunber of treps have outhived their period of usefulness.
On thie point lie aye -It seeins te bu the commn boliof
that theru is no limit te the natural cge of applo trees.
But this ii ccrtiiily a mistike. We al kniow that the
peach tre usually fails te bi prolitable at 12 or 15 years
of age, and thie cherry and plein average only 20 te 40
years ; the pair in favorabhetm-ustances. 40 te 50years
-n rare casca a nuch loiger timte So. also, the apple
tree ias its natural limit, and althougi, like nana life,
the duration of the period of hecalth and vigor varies
greatly, according te constitution, nature, chinate, etc.,
its approaching tornination is cleairly indicated by signs
et dcbility ael disase. Oit very deup and favorable soils,
and wiere the treos are not danagod by severity of chiate,
apple orchards are occasionally foynd bearing fair crops of
fruit at 80 to 100 years of age, but theso are nearly as rare
as for their owners ta lire su long Very fow farme have
soil of the h est kitd for an orchard, and overyhviere our
chiate is ither te wari, or at times te cold, for the
best iealth of the trocs. lnjury by severc cold, blacken-
ing ail the wood, except as new growth is formed, I am
convinced, is a very conmon cause of the preinattro failure
of orchardu ; but starvation, iu consequenca of exhaustion
of the soi], is stîll more common, and this is a more diffi-
cuit mtatter te remttedy than imost peuple suppose, especially
when trees have attaied full bearing size.

Speaking of the effects upon-trees of periods of leat and
drouth, the irriter says that if the parching time cotes b.
fore summer growth lias taket place, it destroys ail the
feeding rootlets that extend thetîselves in spritg into
the surface soil, thereby vastly imjuring the tree ; and lie
deprecates more top.dressing and shalilow ploughing as a
remody agnainat tie cvil. leI wvoutd tîtanure laeavily," ho
Baya and plou.it deeply i ieh fawi, et toa risk et break.
ing somo roots." ,

"Trees of froin forty te saventy years of age," ho con-
tinues, " are capable of boearing only every alternate year,
and thon their fruit is doficient in size, and of second class
quality. Old orchards, to, are much more iested with
the codling moth and other insects of every description."
The remedy ho offere is to cut down ail over-aged trees,
leaving only a few for family use, until such time as young
orchards can ha planted and commence te bear. Those at
first retained may thon b got rid of in the saine way, and the
ultimatum will b a thriftyyoung orchard, bearing uniform,
aunual crops of good fruit. Of course, ho adds, care
should be taken not te sot the now treas on the ground
formerly occupied by the old unes, and if they can ho
planted at a considerable distance fron the old ground, se
much the botter.

What I Know about Parsnips.

EDrTOR CADA FARMER :-I will now endeavor to show
how farmers can grow the parsnp for proit. I have seen
no writer as yet that (directly) gives instructions about
growing the parsnip further than this "cultivate the same
asfor carrots." ow, farmers at the prosent raise but few
carrots and no parenips, and se their experience amnounts
te but little more than nil.

The parsuip is one of four vegetables belonging-to. the
umbeliferous clas that figure su prominently m all market,
gardons, namely, the parsnip, parsey, celery and the car-
rot, and as a rude noither bas enemies-to prey on it. I
think the scie cause of the farmeAs ignoring this valuable
root is for want of knowing how te grow it, or how much
it is worth, or ease that it is a gardon, and not a field crop.
Perbaps the most econoamical distance for rows is twenty
inchos, and the planta 21 inches apart in the row, which
will produce in round numbors fity tiaousand roots te the
acre, and, allowing one pound per root, the yiold wilIlbe
25 toits. But, should this appoar too glowing, strike.off
ono-third, and say 15 tons per acre, when this latter weight
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vill moreo than equal 30 tons of turnips. I muet promise
that overy farmer has a portion of hie land that is naturally
or mechanically drained, otherwise no great results will
follow.

Thoro is no land more suitablo for this crop to follow
than that which bas borno a crop of early potatoes. When
the stalke are ail cleaned off, harrow it well different wvays,
ant let it lie a few days, after which plough not less titan
10 inches deep, if it is necessary to hitch up the third
horse. Titis should he done not Inter than the first wook
in October. It should lio in this condition for a wck
when it ahould be again well larrowed. The compost
hcap should now bu in a condition te afford 12 good loads
of well rotted manuro per acre, spread broadcast and ridged
up in the manner below illustrated.

I know of no ote practising this mothod but mysolf.
Mark off a distance, say 30 feet at A. A. parallel te C. C.
Begin the firat ridge at A. 1. At the other end haw te the
left and cone down to the line D.D., leaving as a centre
B.B., then haw te the left, plotghing another ridge te the
right of the first, which nakes the second ridge at 3. 3.,
and se continue til! the first panels E. E. and C.C. aro con
pleted. The last time, when going up 5, geo, by turning
te the right, and back at F.F., which must be parallel to
E.E., and se contiue till a whole field, or any part of it
is dette. lit this nethod of ridging there are two things
te observe :First, your left hand horse becomes tho furrow
horse, when, by adjusting the bridle of the plopgh, a ridge
cat be made of any width fron 18 to 30 inches. These
ridges, when so made, are just half donc. The second
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thing to note a, wien yen proceed tu split or fihnîsh them,
you mnust begmtî wihere you end the first time, and end
wiero you begmt, followmtg the same direction as at the
first, and no short or odd bouts cen possibly occur. But,
before this second operation of ridge-splitting is done,
thcre is one thing of paramount importance te all others
te be attended te in root.growing, naenoly, the .subsoiling
botween tLo ridges. The heaviest subsoil plougha are not
neoded.or this business, as depth is the principal thing
required. The way to perform this work is te drive two
horses tandem, the operator te drive with one hand and
hold one handle of the plough with the other, as when the
work is dono, not a footstep (man or horse) should ho im-
pressed ot the disturbed subsoil; and this in done by the
man walking in the next furrow te b done.

Continued niez nonth,
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Growing Peaches in Vold Climates.
Concluded.

Peach trees do wonderfully well in tubs, pot@, and vases,
as rhay be seen in any old countryorchard house, where
they are nvariably grownin that manner, and wath great
succers. The dwarfing of the trc does not-affect.the size
or quality of the fruit, nor its quantity ; far more mischief
isdoneby rampant growth than by.any.amount ofdwarfing.

Of course by .his systen artificial watering of the treos
is rendored tecessary. Where the necessary irrigation
can be obtained froin natural sources, or froin water works,
no difliculty on this ead can arise; where it cannot, the
trocs must b regularly watored as they are in the o.chard
lieuses.

Troes for this purposo ougit te ho grafted or buddecd on
the best and mont dwarfing growth of stocks vhLh can bo
had. The permanency of tho tro is thus secured. Amer.
ican peach treer seldon produoe more than fivo full crop,
and are then replaced by younger plantations. English
wall fruit peach trees last in full bearing as long as any
other fruit tree. The writer bas pruned and attendcd to
trees fully thirty years ,old, but which still continuced in
full and perfect bearing, and seomced to produco quito -a
good crops as younger trees.

Tho saine treatment may be extended te the more tender
kinds of grapes, whieh vintor-kill, and which require
assistance in the fait and summer, whon tho black board
would supply the nîecessary amount of heet. Glass fronts
coul be added by looso fienus and thus aRl the best kinds
of grapos would ha socured te perfection.

To guard against mice a tray of poisonod grain boncath
each troc, wi'hen laid down, should bo used.

Anothor incalculable advantago would b ceoured by
this system: the roots of the trees being so 'absolutely.
under control, the application of the "spocial manuro"
the peach requires, would bu easy. Peaches, hko ail other
fruit trocs, are subject te years of barrenness, or a com-
parative failure of crop, and thore is no doubt that this
might be remedied or et ail events greatly relieved, by the
application of "special manure." WVhat that manuro in,
can only b ascertained by burning the peach Stones and
analyziug the ashes. Theso at once tell the tala. It hua
long beea proved that the mineral clements of plants are
del-ived or manufactured by the spongioles of the roote
froin the soil alone, whilo the soluble portion of the fruits,
roots, and seeds, are derived front the atinosphere.

The doctrine of spocial manures is now sa well under-
stood in Britain, and on the continent of Europe, that no
farner raises a special crop without purchasing the special
mtature to apply te it. lie uses ail the ordinary mantire
ho eau obtain, but in addition applies the rpecial manure,
and from this faut special manura imanufacture has becomo
e very large business in ail counîtrias where the manures
are used.

It may be safoly said, that whon once this system is
inaugurated with success, no gentleman's garden will be
without its snpply of penches, nectarines, and other doli.
cate wvinter killing fruit which in other respects will with.
stand the northorn chimate. Where water-works.are te
be found, or irrigation easily had, the boxes will bo planted
in long rows about 14 or 15 feet apart and will bc con-
mandad by a single pipo stretching froin end te end witi
a small aperture opposite each tre, and a stop cock at the
end, the entire trouble of watering the trocs would then b
the more turnng off and on of the wator, for of course tho
boxes may touch one another in the rows.

The writer believes that the botter plan of growing the
wall fruit classe, would be, merely nailing- the principal
branches to the boards as they extend, and allowing tho
trees te take a natural growth aftor that. This would re.
quire less prüning and attention, and tho pressuro of tho
weight o- the trees on tho branches, when put down for
the winefr, would always lceep tho bearng branches sufil.
ciently near te the boards te msro the beucht of the r.di,
ated heat fron the bliackenod surface.

Se far this plan bas beon-submitted te two of the mest
exporienced peach-growing estabhshinents in tho northern
portion of Amarica (which is the doubtful ground of thà
peach, and the only part treated on,) and bas met with
their unqualifiod approval. One -of these estabishments ia
n Canada, and the other in the Northorn States. As ticir
opinion was askod, wthout tho idea of publication, the
naues are net mentioned, but they can bo obtained at any
ime by application te the Ofiloe of tha CASADA FAr.mr.
Both these establishments preparo peach trocs for this
special purposo.
Tho Canadien firm says . "Ihave carefully rend the en.

lod paper, and I know that the gentlemen in the County
f Prince Edward have grown penches in tubs in tho open
ar with success, merely placing the tubs with the trocs
therem during.winter,.under cover of an outhouse or shed."

The American firm (and they are the largest nurserymen
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