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01d Apple Trees,

Mr Bateham, of Cleveland, Ohio, a sexagenarian, who
iy accounted an authority on fruit, writes a very sensible
and practical letter on the above subject to the Country
Gontlo-man,  Having bestowed considerablo attention on
the deterioration of orchards 1 the older suttled regions
of his own and other states, he is convineed that a large
number of trees have outlived their period of usefulness.
On this point he says :—It seems to bo the eommon bolief
that there is no limit to the natural age of apple trees.
But this is cortainly a mistike.  Wo all know that the
peach tree usually fails to Ly protitable at 12 or 15 yoars
of age, and the cherry and plum average only 20 to 40
years ; the pear in favorable circumstances, 40 to 50 years
—in rare cased a much longer time  So, also, the apple
tree has its natural limit, and although, like man’s life,
the duration of the period of heslth and vigor varies
greatly, according to constitution, nature, climate, ete.,
its approaching termination i3 clearly indicated by signs
of debility and disease.  On very deep and favorable soils,
and where the treos are not damaged by severity of climate,
apple orchards are oceasionally foynd bearing fair crops of
fruit at 80 to 100 years of age, but theso are nearly as rare
as for their owners to live so long  Very fow farms havo
soil of the Yest kind for an orchard, and everywhere our
climate is either too warm, or at times too cold, for the
best health of the trees. Injury by severe cold, blacken-
ing all the wood, except as new growth is formed, I am
convinced, i3 & very common cause of the prematuroe failure
of orchards ; but starvation, in consequenco of exhaustion
of the soil, is still mmore common, and this is a more diffi-
cult matter to remedy than most people suppose, especially
when trees have attaned full bearing size.

Speaking of thie effects upon:trees of periods of heat and
drouth, the vriter says that if the parching time comes be-
fore summer growth has taken place, it destroys all the
feoding rootlets that extend themsclves in spring into
the surface soil, thereby vastly injuring thoe tree; and he
deprecates mere top-dressing and shallow ploughing as a
remody against the evil. ‘I would manure heavily,” he
says, *‘and plough deeply in cho fall, at tho risk of break-
ing somo roots.” .

“Trees of from forty to seventy years of age,” he con-
tinues, ‘‘aro capable of bearing only every alternate year,
and then their fruit is deficient in size, and of second class
quality. Old orchards, t00, ars much more infested with
the codling moth and other insects of every description.”
The remedy he offers is to cut down all over-aged trees,
leaving only a fow for family use, until such time as young
orchards can ba planted and commenco to bear. Those at
first retained may thon bo got rid of in thesame way, and the
ultimatum will be a thrifty young orchard, bearing uniform,
aunual crops of good fruit. Of course, he adds, care
should bo takon not to sot the now tress on the ground
formerly occupied by the old ones, and if they can be
plauted at a considerable distance from the old ground, so
wuch the better.

What I Kuow about Parsnips.

Eprror Caxapa FARMER :—I will now endeavor to show
how farmers can grow tho parsmp for profit. I have scen
no writer as yet that (dircctly) gives instructions about
growing the parsnip further than this “cultivate the'same
as for carrots.” Now, farmers at the present raise but few
carrots and no parsmips, and so thewr expernicnce amounts
to but little more than nil.

The parsnip is one of four vegetables: belonging-to- the
umbelhiferous class that igure so prominently in all market
gardens, namoly, the parsnip, parsley, celery and the car-
rot, and as arule neither has enemies-to preyonit. I
think the sclo cause of the farmeTs ignoring this valuable
root is for want of knowing how to grow it, or how much
it is worth, or clse that it is a garden,.and not a field crop.
Perhaps the most cconomical distance for rows is twenty
inches, and tho plants 24 inches apart in the row, which
will produce in round numbers fifty thousand. roots to the
acre, and, allowmg ono pound per root, the: yicld will-be
25 tons. But, should this appear too glowing, stnkeoff
one-third, and say 15 tons per aere, when this latter weight

3
will moro than equal 30 tons (')f turnips, I must promisoe
that every farmor has a portion of his land that is naturally
or mechanically drained, otherwise no great results will
follow.

Thore is no land moro suitablo for this crop to follow
than that which has borno a crop of early potatoes, When
tho stalks are all cleaned off, harrow 1t well different ways,
and let it lio a fow days, after which plough not loss than
10 inches deep, if it is necessary to hitch up the third
horse. This shuuld be done not later than tho first weok
in October. It ehould lie in this condition for a weck
when it should bo again well harrowed. The compost
heap should now be in a condition to afford 12 good loads
of well rotted manure peracre, spread broadeast and ridged
up in the manner below illustrated.

I know of noono practising this mothod but myself,
Mark off a distance, say 30 feet at A. A. parallel to C, C.
Begin the first ridge at A. 1. At the other end haw to the
left and come down to the line D.D., leaving as a centro
B.B., then haw to the left, ploughing another ridgo to tho
right of the first, which makes the sccond ridge at 3.3,
and so continue till the first panels E.E. and C.C. aro com-
pleted. The last time, when going up 5, gee, by turning
to the right, and buck at E.F., which must be parallel to
E.I., and so continue till & whole field, or any part of it
is done. In this method of ridging thero are two things
to observe : First, your left hand horse becomes tho furrow
horse, when, by adjusting the bridle of the plough, aridge
can be made of any width from 18 to 30 mnches. These
ridges, when so made, are just hali done. The second
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tlung to note 13, when you proceed to sphit or thush them,
you must begin where you end the first time, and end
where you begin, following the samo direction as at tho
first, and no short or odd bouts can possibly occur. But,
before this second operation of ridge-splitting is done,
thero is one thing of paramount importance: to all others
to be attended to in root-growing, namely, the.subsoiling
betweon tho ridges. 'The heaviest subsoil ploughs are not
neoded for this business, a3 depth is the principal thing
required. The way to perform this work is to drive two
horses tandem, the operator to drivo with one hand and
hold one handle of the plough with the other, as when the
work is donoe, not & footstep (man or horse) should be im-
pressed ortthe disturbed subsoil; and this is done by the

man walking in the next furrow to be done.
- Punricoras

Continued next month,

Growing Peaches in Cold Climates.
Concluded.

Peach trees do wonderfully well an tubs, pots, and vases,

as may be seen 1n any old country-orchard- house, where‘

they are invariably grown in that manner, and wath great
success. The dwarfing of the tree does not-affect tho mzo
or quality of the fruit, norits quantity ; far more mischicf
isdono by rampant growth than by.any.amount of dwarfing.

Of course by {his system artificial watering of the treos
is rendered neccessary. Whero tho necesaary irrigation
can bo obtained from natural sources, or from water works,
no difficulty on this head can ariso; where it cannot, the
treos must bo regularly watored as they aro in tho o.chard
houses,

Traos for this purposo ought to be grafted or budded on
the best and most dwarfing growth of stocks whi.h can bo
had. Thoe permanency of tho tree is thuasecured. Amer.
ican peach treez seldom produce more than five full erops,
and aro then replaced by younger plantations. English
wall fruit peach troes last in full bearing as long as any
other fruit tree. The writer has pruned and attended to
trees fully thirty years.old, but which still continued in
full and perfect bearing, and seomed to produce quito as
good crops as younger trees.

Tho same treatment may be oxtended to the more tender
kinds of grapes, which wintsr-kill, and which require
asgistance in the fall and summor, whon tho black board
would supply the necessary amount of heat. Glass fronts
could bo added by loose fismes and thus all the best kinds
of grapes would bo socured to parfestion,

To guard against mice a tray of poisonoed grain beneath
each tree, when laid down, should be used.

Another incaleulablo advantage would be secured by
thig systom: the roots of tho trees beiny 8¢ ‘absolutely.
under control, the application of the *“special manure”
the peach requires, would be easy. Peaches, hiko all other
fruit trees, aro subject to years of barrenness, or a com-
parative failure of crop, and thero is no doubt that this
might be remedied or at all events greatly relioved, by the
application of ‘‘special manure.” What that manuro is,
can only bo ascertained by burning the peach stones and
analyzing the ashes. ‘Theso -at onco tell the tale. It heo
long been proved that the mineral clements of plants are
dfrived or manufactured by the spongioles of the roots
from the soil alone, while the soluble portion of the f{ruits,
roots, and seeds, are derived from tho atmoespliere,

The doctrine of special manures is now 82 well under-
stood in Britain, and on the continent of Europe, that no
farmer raises a special crop without purchasing tho special
manure to apply to it. IIe uses all the ordinary reanure
he can obtain, but in addition applies tho rpecial manure,
and from this fact special manure manufacture has Lecome
a very largo business in all countries where tho manures
are used.

1t may bo safoly said, that when once this system is
inaugurated with success, no gentleman’s garden will be
without 1ts sapply of peaches, nectarines, and other doli-
cate winter killing fruit which in other respocts will with.
stand the northern chmate. Where water-works are to
be found, or irrigation easily had, the boxes will bo planted
in long rows about 14 or 15 feet apart and will be com-
manded by a single pipe stretching from end to end with
a amall aperture opposite cach tree, and a stop cock at the
end, the entire trouble of watering the trees would then bo
tho mere turning off and on of the water, for of course tho
boxes may touch one another in the rows,

The writer believes that tho bettor plan of growing the
wall fruit class, would be, merely nailing- the principal
branches to the boards as they extend, and allowing the
trees to take & natural growth after that. This would re.
quire loss praning and attention, and tho pressuro of the
weight of the trees on tho branches, when put down for
tho winter, would always keep tho beanng branches enfite
ciently near to tho boards tonsuro the benehit of tho radie
ated heat from the biackenod surface.

So far this plan has been'submitted to two of the'most
cxperienced peach-growing establishments :n tho northern
portion of Amorica (which is tho doubtfal ground of thé
peach, and the only part treated on,) and has met with
their unqualifed approval. One-of these establishmentsis
1n Canada, and the other in the Northern States. As their
opinion was askod, without tho idea of publication, the
names are not mentioned, but they can Lo obtained at any
time by application to the Officé. of the Caxava Faruce,
Both thess cstablishments proparo peach trcos for this
especial purpose.

The Canaduan firm says . *I have carefully read the en.
closed paper, and I know that the gentlemen in the County
of Prince Edward have grown peaches in tubs in tho open
ar with success, merely placing the tubs with tho trecs
therein during.winter,.under cover of an outhouse or shed.”

The American firm (and they are the largest nurserymen



