CANADIAN MINING REVIEW,

THE PHOSPHATE TRADE.

Sintee our lust report on the phosphate indus
try of Ottawa county the transportation of ore
from the mines to the vailway tevminug at
Buekingham, and thenee to Montreal over the
Cun i Pacific Railway, has Leen  pushed
with reat activity., ‘The Riviere du 1.idvre,
dotted  with ore vessels plying between the
mines and the landing at Backingham, presents
i lusy scene, and ulthough there has been a
Large accmulation of ore since the close of
navigation last  year the increased  currying
facilities on the river fnsure its delivery at point
of shipment carly in the season.  As will be
seen by our statement of shipments for May,
some phosphate was forwmded from Montreal
during that month to Liverpool and Hambary,
the :omount, however, being Lut 1,562 bags
ground phosphiate and 737 tons crude.  The
tivst shipment for the yeuss was on May 12th
per S8, Keluceiler to Hamburg., Last season
the first shipment was to Liverpool per S8
Surniee on May 21st, and the shipments for the
wmonth aggregated 1,393 tons, all erude.  “Thus
it will be seen that between May 2Ist and 3lst
in 1335 the shipments of crude phosphaie cx:
ceeded those of this vear from 12th to 3ist of
May by 636 tons. This is aiccounted for
the present unsettled condition of the fertilizer
market in Eagland and on the Continent aml
by the fuct that miners show no desire to scll
andare not offering their ontput a present prices.
There Lias bzen some uncertainty with regard to
acesn freight, which has. in s measure, checked
the tbrw:u'ding of phosphate.  Miners ave not
uneasy as 10 the prospects for the future and
are sanguine that the fertilizer market abroad
will recover later in the seasvn and that Letter
prices will be obtainable for Canmading phos-
phate, wiich is always more or less in demand.
They are also hopeful of securing lower freight
vates thun are heing offered at the present time,
aud they have good veason to expect this.
Meanwhile the ore is finding its wayv to Mon-
treal in kge quantity and will there remain
reely to e forwanded when sold. It is not
fmprobable that in future « hurge quanticy of
wromd phosphate will be shipped to Hhunbuyg
and other European ports, and that there will
heneeforth be a luge and inevensing demand in
the Unted States for Canadian phosphate ina
ground state is alrendy assured.

The Yo nl.unl {3.Q.) Phosphate Mining and
Milling Company have taken orders thay will
tax their mitl to its full cupacity for seveml
wonths.  This company’s mill is one of the
amost complete of 114 kind in Ameria and per-
forms its work in o mosb satisfactory manizer.
The severnl operntions to which the ore is sub.
jected reduce it finafly to an impalpable powder
and by ingenions contrivanees a hwge percent-
age: of the foreign matix is expelled, thus
Bringing up the percentage of tribasic phos';h.\u,
of lie seversl wnits. The mica extrcted in
this wanner issaved and sold at a faire price.
In the Jast issuc of the Review we reported
sales of 4,000 tons of ground phosplate for the
Butio, Cleveland and Chicago mavkets.  This,
according  to newspaper veports, has  been
magniticd o 10,090 tons, hut we have received
no verification of these figures and are not in-
clined to think that any such quantily has been
sold.  This would represent quite one-thivd of
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the entire you's production, hesides which the
c.np-lulv of the mill is only 40 tons per day,
and it worked night and day it could not grind
10,000 tons in less thau six months, all tlnngs
considerad.

THE MINES. )

The force of miners employed in the dulicere
district hus not varied sinee the winter and the|.
wines are yichling ore in abandance.  Migh
Llock, the Union wmines, the North Star, the
Littls Rupids and the Euerald have llll"t, re-
serves of ote in sight and at other mines in the'
district  importang «le\'clopmunw havé  been
made. At the Glisgow-Canedian mine in the
‘Cownship of Derry, the shaft is now down 140
feer entting two pavallel veing, one of green and
the other of red and gieen phosphate, aggrega-
ting about six feet of mineral. The ore is of
very high grade and appears to bocomp.nmu\d)
freo from impurities.  Another instance of sue-
cessful deep mining is at the fattle Lake mine
where a lurge body of ore has been Iaid tave in
the bottom of the main shaft.  The ove here is
also very pure and the manager is of the opin-
i that all the small veins in the vicinity of
the shaft are feeders to this ore body. This
last mentioned mine is in the Township of
Templeton and has recently been acanived ly
the Angle-Cinadian Pl sphate (.omp.m) The
McLaurin mine in Templeton continues to
occupy 1 place on the list of hewvy producers,
ad many less important mines in the County
of Ottawa ;e contributing to the output of the
distriet.

Jwportant mining operations are going on at
the phosphate mines in  the Perth district.
Mesats, Wilson & Green, of Montreal, wre
opening up a very promizing location in North
Burgess in the intevest of an English company.
Soituble machinery has been erected on the
propevty which, it i3 expected, will develop
into a rich and valuable mine. ‘The Anglo.
Canadian Phosphate Company atre slso prepin-
ing for extensive operations on the tracts of
phosphiate land they have acquired in this
district. A mueh Iaiger quantity of phosphate
will b forwarded from the Perth district duving
this sexuson than was forwarded last year,
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Phosphate Quotations,

Companntavely little phosphate has vet been
sold for shipment and owners e holding back.
Shippers veport that at the prices asked by
winers, littde husiness cin be done.  Miners, on
the other hand, ciing to the belief thas prices
will stitfen, and ave not disposed to sell az the
present vuling quotation of one shilling for S0
per cent. with a fifth of = ponmy rise.  London
brokers 1eport that they ¢an sell Canadinn

apinersd phosphiate at Is. for 80 per cent., ex

ship Lowdon v Liverpool, and the lower grales,
viz, 79, 70 and 65 per cent., at correspondingly
lower prices.  South Carelina, and in fact all
mineral pllosph.ucs, have been selling: at lower
prices than last  year, notwldnsmndm-' that
manufiactunas are delivering largely to f;lrmcls.
The present sluggish condition of the market in
raw material is pavtly due to the season bLeing
i late one.
PHOSTUATE SHITHENTS FROX NONTREAL FOR 3av 1886,

Date. Veesel. Destination] Shippers Tons.
or agents.
May 2513, . Oxenhalome| Liverpool. {Wilson &
" v e » ('rccn... DT
. . . : Rohr.L Co} =0
May 12,8. 8, Kchwelder.] Hamburg. [W. M.
Rnowlcs|*1562 &ags

*Ground phosphate.

Ocean Freight.

Shipping brokers of Montrenl expressed sowe
uneusiness after the opening of navigation in
the St. Lawrence, on account of apparent un-
certuinty of freight rates fot phosplute trans-
portation. This, however, nppenrs now to huve
been unfounded, ns we learn of shipments hav-
ing alvendy been mido it thico to four shillings
per ton to Liverpool, and future shivments have
been contracted for at similar mates. The ruling
ocean freight rate for phosphate for this season
will, in all probability, be much the same as for
1880, viz : about five shillings aud sixpence per
ton,

Villeneuve Mica Mine.

During the past month the British and Cana-
dian Mica and Mining Company have been |
actively opening up this valuable property and
constructing a uood waggon road from it to the
Riviore du Livére. r  commodious cutting-
honse has been established by the company in
Buckingham Village, to which the mica is for-
warded from the mine in sacks after having
been carefully examined and split into conveni-
ent thicknesses. Experienced cutters have ar-
rived from Franklin, North Carolina, until now
the headquarters of the mica industry, and &
munber of boys and women ave employed to
split the mica for the cutters and to clean it
when cut into sizes prepantory to sorting and
packing it into 1 b, packages for the market.
The daily production of the Villencure mine
will soou reach one hundred pounds of mer-
chantable mica, which will be considerably in
excess of thut. of any other individual mia
mine on this continent. We purpose giving a
full deseription of this min: in our next issue.

. Qil Discovered.

Some excitement has been caused by the
discovery of oil wells four miles from Shequr-
andalt ot Grand Manitounlin, On May 17th,
while 2 number of men were boring under the
supervision of Mi: W. Thomus Newman they
stvuck oil atw denth of 58 feet. It spouted out
in a clesr stream over the heads of. those who
were drilling.  They continued boring, and at
adepth of 73 feet cane upon 2 vein ot mineral
water, iron and.salt, from which there wasa
stroug flow of gas.  Mr. Newman then proceeded
to Toronto, t.x)uu" samples with him, and has
since purchiserd tanks and pumps and will put
down the latter xs quickly as wells can be
bored.  ‘Upwards of 14 tons of wachinery ave
already on the ground and it is-the intention to
continue bormg to a depth of 300 to 400 feet.
The oil met with at 33 feet is swface oil of a
very valuable description and  peenlinely suit-
able for machinery.

Coar. 1x Fuasce.—The ontput of-coal in
Frauce in the second half of last year was
10,337,630 tons. This toful presents an in-
crease of 750,919 tons, as compared with the
output in the "first Tlf-of 1885, The produe-
tion of coal in France for the whole of 1885
was 19,534,311 tony, as compared with 20,
023,514 tons in 1884.

Discovery or Quicksiver MiNes iIx Rus.
sin—A. very important discovery of cinnabar
wines has been recently wade in- the mining
region of the Don, Russin.  The ore is stated to
contam from 69 to S0 per-cent. of pure mer-
cury.




