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 Notes by the _Wafr.

Cako,~—Or moal, if it pleases any
ono to call it so, as wo saw in tho Jast
number of the Journal has fallen vory
much in prico. So much cheaper is it
then it was eight or ten yosrs ago,
1hat tho computation of valaes of cot-
tonseed- or lirseed-cako published in
tho reports, &c.,of tho stations in the
Thited-States need gorrection.

In that usoful publication, Stowarts
¢ Feeding animals,” the theoretical va
lao assigned .

To cottonsced meal is $2.30 por 100
lbs. or 846.00 a ton;

To lingoed-meal, $1.81 por 100 1bs.
or 836.02 a ton;

To flaxseed, $2.47 per 100 lbs. or
£49.40 & ton.

Now wo perfeotly agreo with ounr
friend, Mr. Wm. Ewipg, that, in spito
of the chomists, ¢ wo novor could sco
how it is possible for cottonseod menl
lo bo as digestiblo as linsced meal ”;
for every ono knows that, owing to its
conslipating quality, tho amount of
cottoneged meal given to cattle must
be restricted to at most four or five
poonds a day por head, whilo, of lin-
sced meal, 14 lbs. & day used to be
the ordinary tation of fattening beasts
in tho Jastern counties of England,
when we wero furming thero. And
however much inolined we may bo
to stick to our old friend crushed
flaxseed, we must confess that, with
linsoed-cake at §22.00 a ton, we should
prefer using tho meal, thst requires
no proparation, to bothering ourself
with crushing and steoping the flax-
seed.

Flazgeod,—OfF coursc tho seed must
have fallen in value proportionately to
the fall in tho value of the cuke or
meal. Bot what an immeonso prico
Mr. Stewart puts on flaxseed! Flax-
seed, or linseed as wo English csll it,
weighs something like 416 lbs, the
imperial quarter, or 52 1bs. a bushel,
50, at tho prico givon by Mr. Stewart,
tho bushel of linseed should bs worth
$130. Wo bought, oven as loog ago
a8 1885, plenty of linsced at Sorel for
70 cts. and 80 cts. a bushel.

With linseed-meal to keop up perfect
digestion, pease-mesl to givo firm solid
flesh, roots or silage for succulency,
aud goud straw for * ronghage ™, feed-
ing well-bred stook for the batcher
ought to pay even now, in spite of the

3| competition of the Western ranche-

men. Weo grieve to eay so, but though
our housoe i supplied by ono of the best
Mountreal West-end butchers, we have
not tasted a pieco of tender beef for
many a day. Old cows and working
oxen are nct likely to give tender
meat.

Canadian cattle.—Monsieur Couture,
in a letter to tho Journal d’Agriculture
4 propos of an urticle by M. J. B.
Plante, warns peoplo not to imagine
that ¢ doep red " is the ususl coloar
of the Canadian Cow.

“ On the coatrary,” says M. Cou-
tare, ¢ that colour is an unfailing sign
of impurity of blood, and shows that
there must be a cross of Ayrshire,
Shorthorn, or especially Devon, in the
family.” Ho always rofases entry to
the hord-book to any so siyled Cana-
dian cow ifshe is dcop-red in colour.
Mr, Conture mentions another errorin
M. Plante’s essay : that good butter-
cows are nover whito. *“ The colour
hus nothing to do with the richness
of the milk. Thero aro Jorzoya thut are
quite white, as thore are Shorthorns
of that colour, and yet, in spite of that,

‘jeomo of them give vory rich milk.

t And,” ho proceeds, *¢ it is by no
means wise, by way of causing abigher
appreciation of tho value of tho Capa-
dian cow, to depreciate tho qualities of
the other breeds of milch-cows ; this
should bo most carefully avoided. Tho
plain trath should be told aboat them,
and it is this : the Canadian cow is of
all tho breeds that ws havain this
country the ono best suited to tho
Capadian farmer, becauso she is tho

casiest fed , sho has tho best hoalth,
and gives tho most milk from ono
calving to the uther, aud this milk is
almost 83 rich as tho milk of the best
butter-cows.

It is truo that tho milk of tho Jerscy
is, in goneral, the richest of all milks;
that the Ayrshire, particularlyin sum-
mer, gives 8 great flow of milk; lot us
add, if wo choose, that cows of both
thuse breeds cost too much for their
keep, and do not pay ro well for it as
tho Canadinn cow, and wo shall bo
within the boands of truth: but we
must not go boyond that.”

Milk-fover.—!f a cow is,us she snoula
bo, dried off sbva 6 wecks bofore caly-
ing, care should bo taken to watch her
dejections, and if any signg of costive.
ness appoar, 8 mash of bran and lin-
goed meal should be given daily up to
the birth of the calf. An occasicoal
dose of Epsom-salts—1 lb.—with some
oordial admixture of ginger, carra.
way sceds, &c., will do no harm, if the
cow is in high condition ; but, in our
oxpericncs, tho orushed flaxseed has
geonorally ; wo may almost eay inva-
risbly ; answered overy purpose.

If tho placente, or afterbirth, does
not como away within a few hours
after calving, a weight, of about 2 1bs,
attached to it will, if it is not rotten,
hasten its soparation. Why lot the
cow eat the placenta ? Nobody seoms
to know, and yot a writer in IHoard
says the oaglht to bo allowed to eat it.

The calf —As we havo often said
in this periodical, do not on any ac-
count let tho cow vven sco the calf'; if
ghe is provented smelling and suckling
it, sho will not know its voice; take
it away quictly as foon as it leaves
the dam ; there will be no hollowing
or bawling about if you do, and tho
mother wiil settle dowan to her rest
saud food at once.

Milk the cow as =00n asshe is quiet
ed ; coverup tho calf with softstraw in
awarm place well away from the cow,
and do not trouble yoursolf to dry it,
ag that only serves to gloe the hairs to-
gother ; if left to itself the moistare
will soon evaporate and tho bair be
left dry.

—

In formeor days, the new-born calf
used to be eprinkled with salt and the
cow was encouraged to lick it,
for tho purpose, it was eaid of
giving her appetite for the mash
that  was always administerod.
An absurdity, of course, for, if the
cow 15 all right, she will take the
mash freely enough, as her labour
will be suro to have made her protty
thirsty.

If youn want to provent your cowa
giviog a large flow of mulk, lot the
~alves suck thom for twelve or fifteen
weeks. That is what tho Hereford
breeders did. Wo bave often scen
great big lamps of calves that would
wo'gh from 300 to 350 pounds, run-
ning aboutin the Shropshire meadows
tugging away at tho cows! Thero is
such a thing as Aabit ; if a calve takes
oight quaris a day from its dam’s
udder, that dam is not going to tron
ble horsolf to produce twelve quarts;
consoquently, sho will not get into
tho habi¢ of giving moro than the
calf needs, and the bad hsbit gho will
incensibly acquire she will infallibly
hand on to her descoudants. From
all we hear, tho Galloways bave suffer-

od frou the enumo cause. Howover,
this practice has, wo believe, fullen
intv diguso with every broed, except
whero pedigreed hords are kept. Thero,
tho ~='y use made of tho cows being
to produce oualves, ns soon as possiblo
aftor calving the cow is dried off, and
no doubt the ecalf is all tho bettor
for it.

How many days usaslly intorvone
betweon concoption and delivery ?
Lord Spencer's table, a8 most trust-
worthy one, runs as follows:

A RECKONING TABLE FOR THE OALVING

OF COW3.
e ,__,_._:

A T
Bulled. cale. Bulled Calve.
Jan 1. Qct. 13 July 16, Apriv 27,
— 13 - M- - i,

- 2 - 10 Aug. 13, May 25,
teb., 12, Nov. 21 — T — 8.
—_ 2. — R, ~ept. 10, June 22,
Mareli 12 Dee. 20— 2L — 6.
-_ 2, — o Oct. N July 20,
April - 9o Jan. 19, — 0, — 3.
—_ M, - 24Nov. 5. Aug. 17
May 7. Feb. 16} — 19, .= 3,
- 2 - 2.{0cc. 3. Sept. 14,
Jane 4. - 16,1 — .- 28,

- 1% Murch 30} — 3l Qct. 12,
duly 2, Aprit 11

Best Food for Calvea, — New milk,
3 times a day, about 8 quarts; for
the first ton days or 80 ; then gradual-
ly substitute skim milk with a trifle
of boiled flaxssed, or what is better,
crashed flaxseed stoeped in plonty of
boiling water. As the calf gets on,
say, at 6 weeks old, s little pease-
soup, strained, may bo added, but the
crushed flaxseed is the main point.
Avoid cottonseod meal for calves as
you would avoid poison. Do not tie up
calves: let thom be koptsegarato,if you
please, but at liberty. Castrate tho
males at a month or six wacks, tak-
ing care that they are not suffering
from either too costive or too looze a
state of the buwels at the time.
Heifors are novor spayed in this coun-
try, but in Englend it i8 a commeon
practice. Thoy thrive amasingly after
the oporation, and there is no animal
fetching so high a prico on tho Trondon
market as a spayed ¢ home-bred”
heifer, if well faited.

Weaning calves.—Calves should, of
course bo wesned from milk gradual-
Iy, and not before they aro frota 3 to
4 months old. Wo have no exporionce
with whey as a calf-food, but with the
addition of tho flax-seced and poase-
meal, it would answer well, if it is
sound : wo do not fancy any sour
food for calves until they are well on
to 6 months old. In our own breeding
days wo used to tako great pains to
use the skim-milk in a perfectly fresh
stato; and always warmed it up to
somoe 90° or 95" more cslves are
affected by ‘scour” from cold milk
thao from any other cause ; ground
oats unsifted, too, are very apt to
produco diurthea ; tho husk of that
grain scoms to produco 2 peristaltic
action of the bowels. Tho best cure
for the complaint is « Dwight’s mix-
ture,” in doses of from 30 to 50 drops
according to ago. Mr. Tuck, Mossrs.
Daweg' farmer, st Lachine. in1889,
found it most usofal among their
Jersoy calves, of which provious to
ita uso, a largo proporiion died . sup-
posed to be from the too rich milk of
their dams ; but that is doubtful.



