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I doubt not, are now ready and willing calmly and dispassionately to
hear what I have to say ; and if not willing to take my reasons for
differing from soie of them; still I hope they ure always anxious to
bow with deference to the Oracles of God. I say I hope they are.
They wvill cease to be brethrcn to the ancient heroes of the cross if
unhesitatingly they will nothear nl;at the spirit says unto the churches !

After a careful, prayerful, and anxious cxamintixon of the word of
God on the doctrine of remission of sins; under every dispensation, I
see a few grand principilcs ivhich have characterized every age, and
have been necessary to put the sinner into the possession of this great
boon ; namely, the knowledge of salvation by the .emission of sins.
These are: 1. Sacrifice; 2. Faith in God's promises ; 3. Some overt
act on the part of the recipient, showing his confidence in God, and his
acquiescence in God's plan of salvation.

Soon as man becane a transgressor, it is evident that God required
him to come to his throne through the medium of sacrifice ; connected
with which was the promise of acceptance. Whether the faith con-
nected with this vas a belief that the Messial should come, that he
should die a sin offering, or, siinply that God would fulfil the promises
connected with the offering of sacrifici, nght call forth some contro-
versy. I am inclined, however, to the latter conclusion ; although itis
evident that some of the ancients had cle, rer views of the coming of
the Lord than nany of us imagine. Jude says that " Enoch the se-
venu fron Adan, prophcsied-saying, ' Behold the Lord cometh with
ien thousand of his saints,"' &c. But taking into consideration al
God's dealings wih his creatures, I cannot doubt that when they came
to the ahar with their sacrifices, and offered theim in God's appointed
way they enjoyed ail that lie had promised. What these promises
vere is not so clearly -leveloped as the necessity of obedience. Abel

offered the Lamb, and was accepted-Cain, the fruits of the earth, and
was rejected. The former had faith, the latter had not. Now, Abel
could have lad no faithunless God proclaimcd, ere this, that le would
have respect to -such sacrifices; for "faith comes by hecaring, and
hearing by the word of God." These facts are suflicient to prove to
us that God had then revealed to his creatures, in plain language,
what lie required thein to sacrifice, in order to the injoyment of his
favour.

He, tien, who believed what God said and did what he commanded
was accepted. God required them to offer a sacrifice of certain kinds
of clean beasts at par.iular tines and uinder certain circumstances:
the volintary preseitaion of these ,acrifices ordmnarily showed the
faith and submissioni of the ind.vidual.

This state of things conti med, w itu but few changes, until the com -
ing of the great auti-type, of all the types. 'Tis truc the " law was ad-
ded because oftransgrebsion until the seed should come ;' but the prin-
cipal variations from the above principles were the union of tribes into
a nation ; ch mnging the priesthood from the head of a faniily to that
of de tribe of Levi, anld the appointnient of a particular place for the
offering of sacrifices.


