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t‘nﬂngs, a8 well as the necessn:y of a holyi

‘life. However, this brought light to him

. in some things, produced a sense of his sin-.

ful character; and a seriousness of purpo:e

" to amend his ways.

“Yet whether, says he, ‘sincere conversion

began now or before or after, I was never.

able’ to komow, for I had before had some
love'to the things and people that were good,
and a restraint from many sins. I knew
that Christ was the only Mediator, by whom
we must.have pardon, justification and life,
but I had very little sense of the love of God
in Christ to the world, ind to me, nor of
my special need of Him.'
theyr:—

‘About this time 1t plea.ed God that a poor
pedler came to the door who. had ballads
and some good books, and my father bought
of him Dr. Sibbs’s ‘Bruised Reed.! This
also I read,and found it suited my taste,
and was seasonably sent me;  which opened
more the love of God to me, and gave me a
iivelier apprehension of the mystery of re-
demption, and how much I was beholdea to
Jesus Christ)’

The following sentence or two are worthy
of special notice:—

‘All this while neither my father nor I had
any acquaintance or famillarity with any
that had any unlerstanding in matters of re-
ligion, or ever heard any pray extempore.

‘After this.we had a servant that bad a
little piece of Mr. Perkins's works—that on
‘Repentence, and the Right Art of Living
and Dying Well,’ and “The Government of
the Tongue,' And the reading of that did
further inforrm me and confirm me. . And
thus, without any means but books, Grod was
: ple«a. 2d.to reso]ve me for himself.

The next link in this chain is that .of the'
Rev. «Philip ‘Doddridge, D.D. His grand-.

lmthex ‘was the mcumbent of Shepperton,
neaz London and lns father was an oilman
in Lha.t clty. I-Ils mother was a daughter of
the Rev John Beaumann, of Prague, Bo-
hemia, the city of Jerome’s martyrdom. The
Romish persecutions that followed the ex-
_puision of the Elector Palatine I'rederic
.compelled him to fly from his country, and
&fter spending some time in Germany he
came to England, and became the master of
the free school at Kingston-on-Thames.
Philip was his mother’s twentieth child,
¢ighteen of whom died in infancy. Philip
was laid aside as dead, but there was a tiny
sp:uk of life, which the careful nurse kindly
nurtured, Of his mother’s first lessons
given to her feeble boy from the Dutch tiles
of the fireplace, the reader has often heard.
Doddridge owed something to Baxter, but‘
not so much wilth reference to spiritual
a.wa;keaing or converclon as to subsequent
edification. It was when he wias a student
under Dr. Jennings, at Daventry, and as &

young pastor, that he derived the chief bene-
with,

fit from DRaxter’s writings, “whiech,
Bishop Tillotson's works, were among his
greatest literary treasures,

.Doddridge’s exposition, or rather -para-
~phiase, on the New Testament, is a portly
and useful set of books, but no work of his

" has been so widely acceptable and useful—

e\ceptmg perhaps rome cf his hymns, such

as ‘Jesus, I love Thy charming name'—as his
‘Rn'se and Progress of Religion in the Soul.’
Tt has been translated into many langu,ag%,
and has, been instrumental in léading many
to God, and to_run for a.nd obtain t.he hea-
venly prize,

“Among many others t.ho celeb1ateﬂ Wu-‘

liam Wilberfoce may be, mentioned, as the
next link in the chain. Wilberforce came

into possession of riches while yet a young
man. He was a member of several London -
clubSma.nd a man of the wond C‘lub-hte
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But he a.dds fur-

‘started, discovered this fact.

-ing him the offer,

. v

assoclated with, gammg and ‘with free if ‘not .
Pleasure .

fast, living,-and fashionable life.
occupied much of his time. His ﬁrst visit-
to- the- Contment was with the" -celebrated
Mz, Pitt; the seeond time, in 1784 thh.Isa.ao
Milner, a Cambridge Senior ‘Wrangler, and
afterwards Dea.n .of Carlisle, and his mother
‘and sister.  His eonversatmns with Milner

did’ much to prepare him ‘for that radical
change of heart and life which soon took

place. ‘Milner appeared says Wilberforce,
‘in all respects like ‘a man. of the world;
mixing, like myself, in all companies; and
joining as readily as others in the pa'ev'alent
Sunday parties.’. ‘ R

But beneath this exterior powerful evan-

gelical influences were at work, and to his .

before they
‘Had'I known
at first, says he, ‘what his opinions wers,
it would have decided me against mak-
So true- is it that a. gra~
cious hand leads us in ways that we know

great - surprise Wilberforee,

not, and blesses us, not only without, but-

against our plans and intientions.’

Just ‘before starting Wilberforce had light-
ed on Dr. Doddridge’s ‘Rise and Progress of
Religion in the Soul,’ and had asked Milner
what he thought of the book. ‘It is one of
the best books ever written,’ was his reply.

", Let us take it with us and read it om the
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journey.’ - They did read it, and one of the
first results for Wilberforee was that he de-

termined to examine the bible for himself

on the momentous points to which the work

‘of Doddridge relates. . Another Continental

journey was taken, to Switzerland and Italy,
and they studied the Greek Testament to-
gether, dlscussmg with each -other the great
truths which came beforé them.

For a time Wilberforce endeavored to keep
up his usual manner in the company of the
various pecple with whom he mixed, but his
change in certain things began to attract at-
tention, and beneath his apparent cheerful-
ness there were working thoughts and senti-
ments which greatly agitated him, and which
deepened from day to day.

‘As soon as I reflected seriously on these
sub:ecw he says, ‘the deep guilt and black
ingratitude of my past life forced themselves
upon me in the strongest colors, and I con-
demned myself for having wasted my pre-
cious time and opportunities and talents, It.
was not so much the fear of -punishment by
which 1 was affected as a sense of my great
smfulness in having so long ncglected the
unspezka.ble mercieg of my God and Saviour

‘and such was the effect which .this thought .

produced that for months I was in a state of
the deepest depression from st1ong convie-
tion of my guxlt ?

- But the guod seed sprung up,zmﬂ bore
fruit, Thus he concludeg:— '

- syhich the world cannot give.

- -eign reformers.

e

“that he shou.ld save us' altogether, that we
may appea.r before God with nothmg of our
“own., God grant I may not -deceive myseh‘.

in thinkmg I £eel the begmmng of gospel -

comfort’, : ,
We come to one now nearer our ownrtime,

whose name has been familiar.to us from
our.childhood as.the author of.‘The Dairy-.

man’s Daughter, and other small works
which have been greatly blessed to the con-
version of souls in all paris of the world,
“The Rev. Logh Richmond had a son named
‘Wilberforce, and in his own account of his

reasons for giving him this name, he says:.’
‘But it ‘was not the tie of ordinary friend- .

ship, nor the veneration: which in comrmon
with multitudes I felt for the name of Wil-
berforce, which induced me to give that
"name to-my child; there had for many years
past subsisted a tie between myself and that
much loved friend of a higher, and more
sacred character than any other which earth
can afford. I feel it to be a debt of grati-
tude, which I owe to God and t{o man, to
take ‘this affecting opportunity of stating
-that to the unsought and unexpected intro-
duction of Mr. Wilberforce’s book on ‘Prac-
tical Christianity.’

mercy,. the first sacred impression which I
ever received as to the spiritual nature of thae
gospel system, the vital character of personal
religion, the corruptxon of the human heart,
and the way of salva.tlon by Jesus Christ. A .
young m1mster, recently qrdamed and just
entrusted with the charge of two p:mshe., in

spirit of the world a.nd Jounded my publm
instruotions on’ the enoneous notzons that
prevalled among: my aoa.demlcal a.nd nt’rary
a.ssoclat% The sm*zptural princ leg stated

.in the”*Practical View" convmced ‘mie of my

€rTor, led me to a study ‘of the seriptures
with an earnestness to which I had hitherto
been a \sma.nger humbled "my heart, and
brought me to seek the love and blessing of
that Saviour who alone can afford a peace
Through
the study of’ that book I was induced to
study the writings of the British and For-

their coclrines and with those of the serip-
‘turcs, and those which the Word of God
taught me to be essential to the weifare of
myself and my flock. I know too well what

has passed within my heart, for now a long.

period of time not to fecl and confess that

‘to this incident I was indebted orngmally,

for those solid views of Christianity on
which I rest my hope for time and eternity.
May I not, then, call the honored author of
that book my spiritual father? and if my
spiritual father, then my best earthly,
friend?’ o ’
If any argument were necessary to show

the vast importance of a liberal and world- .
wide dissemination of Christian literature,
. this would supply it; and it should encour-

age all engaged in this work, and not least
the great soclety which has done and is still
doing so much in this glorious enterprise.
It should teach wus, 2lso, a sometimes need-
{ul lesson, not to negleet small efforts for
domg good, nor omit to use every means Tor
dissominating the truth which brmgs salva~
tion to all who recelve it in the love thereof.
The apparently casual call of the pedler at
{he house of Mr. Baxter's father was the first
link in-a chain of events by which myriads
of souls have been made eternzmy holy and
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The - canse of temperance hag nothing to

hope, but much to fear from a license 8ys-
tem ~-Daniel Dorchester, D D.

et

What Infinite love that Christ should dle
for such a sinmer! and how:. necessa.ry is it -

I owe, through God’s

I saw the coincidence of




