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NOTICE.

Subscribers finding the figure 4 after their
pame will bear in mind that their term will
expire at the end of the present month. Early
remittances are desirable, as there is then no
loss of any numbers by the stopping of the

paper.

FRANCIS MURPHY.

The readers of the MessencEr will remember,
the incident narrated in its columns not long
ago, of a captain who having negligently
searched for a sunken reef, declared that it was
not in existence; his mate subsequently search-
ed for it, found it and had it marked on the
chart ; still later the captain being in the
vicinity of the rock ‘whose existence he dis-
puted, when a terrible storm was raging, re-
solved to sail over the spot, steered his course
too true, the vessel struck and sunk, and many
innocent ones lost their lives thereby.

Such men as CGough and Francis Murphy
having experienced in their own lives the ter-
rible, offocts of intemperance, form  the best
charts orbeacons to warn dthers of the rocks
to avoid. Mr. Murphy was bern in Ireland in
1843, and when but sixteen years old emigrat-
ed to New York. Being of Roman Catholic
parentage he was not, when in Treland, suffer-
ed to attend the Irish national schools, and
thus his education was limited. Having
arrived in New York he was induced by an
acquaintance to go to Quebee, Canada, where
failing to obtain employment, he proceeded to
Montreal. Here he was engaged in a hotel,
fell into drinking habits, and in two years lost
his situation. He next removed to New York
State, and for six years, during which time he
was married, was employed in farm labors.
Withan elder brother; he then entered into the
business of keeping a hotel in Portland, Maine,
and his former partner retiring he wasleft sole
proprietor. Inthiscapacity,at firsthemet with
considerable financial success; but soon; his
appetite overcoming him, he became too fond
of his “ bitters,” and finally at the end of his
ten years’ proprietorship the hotel was closed
against him, and he was aruined man in the com-
mon acceptation of that term. His wife dying
after this, he was recalled to his proper self,
aud he determined, God helping him, to live,
from that time ferth, a sober man,—and not
only that, but devote his life to resoning others
who had fallen as he himself had... .

His first public lecture was delivered in

- April, 1870, in the City Hall in Portland, just
three months atter abandoning the saloon busi-
uess. He had a host of acquaintances in the
city, and on the mere aunouncement that he
was to lecture on temperance, the hall was
crowded, and the energy, earnestness, ‘and
pathos of his story, which those present knew
to be true, made a profound impression upon
his audience.  Before leaving the hall, more
than fifty applications were made for his ser-
wvices as a- lecturer. - His popularity may be

anderstood from the fact that he delivered |

some thirey-eight or forty consecutive lectures
*in that city, concluding his work, by forming
¢+ “ Reform Club.” ot

Subsequently he labored in other parts
of Maine, in Rhode Island, in New IIa.mpshire,
and in-the West. When his fame was first
extending beyond New England, Miss Frances
E. Willard, of the Women's Tempe#ance
Union of Chicago, invited him to that city
He lectured there for some time to immense
audiences. Many thousands of depraved men
were reclaimed by him, and when he left Chi-
cago uo less than seven different Reform Clubs
were organized. Indeed, everywhere he has
gone he has met with extraordinary success
Eight lectures in one Tllinois village resulted
in the voluntary abandonment by their pro-
prietors of the fifteen saloons of the place,
His personal magnetism is mueh spoken of,
and he tells the sfory of his own life ' with a

pathos which moyes every hearer. At the old I than
Orchard Beach Camp-meeting jn 1874, which |
was conyened at his instance, Dio Lewis was|
announced to follow him, but the Dr. declined, | fails
saying, “1 cannot make a speech after Mr !
I have heard speeches for forty |

Murphy.

FRANCIS MURPHY. -

N EDUCATIONAL REFORM.
" ., ' BY PROF: LOUISE M. HODGKINS. -

A
womat to whom I believe every New England
girl, aspiring to the highest culture now with-
in her reach, is indebted. When Mary Lyon
said. ?enty-ﬂve years ago, “There is a de-
fect in our présent system of education ; know-
books increases faster than knowledge
ter. There .were more strong char-
acters fifty years ago, because know and

reflection were better balanced,” she spoke as
she lived, in sigﬁiﬁcant'%x;ophecy, and’ at the
standpoint 6f to-day. Those whe have had

to do with schools and their students cannot
fail to see that this defeot has grown with,

though not in consequence of, the endless
“making of many books.”
Nothing, perhaps, is contributing to in-

orease this unequal development of the acquis-
itive ;zd reflective powers of our young people

the system of mental training pursued in
4 majority of our high - scliools, academies,
semingries and collegés. Soearcely a curriculum
is offered an American student which not only
encotirage, but absolutely precludes,

in y;h‘%ﬂ;me or four years prescribed for its

complétion, all possibility of reflective thought.
Meanswhile, a most undesjrable habit is formed,

years, have been on the vostrum myseif for l of substituting knowledge about g subjeot for

over twenty-fiye years, but T have never heard
such s speech as his to-day, In. God's name,

|
!

keep that ‘man telling his story. all . over the |

the mastery ot it.

Tn & catalogue which' represents scores ‘of

our public aud private iustitutions, we
three months the ‘allotted time for the pursuit

land, every night, as long as his breath 'azlgd‘!o'f such studies as astronomy, history—inchi-

strength are spared.”

-

weeks i 26, 1 6tood by the grave of a |

a general sense ; while one year is assigned
for each of two or three modern languages.
The most faithful student necessarily leaves
his alma mater, falsely so called, shamefully
deficient in so far as he desires to make any
practical use of the studies hs has professed to
acquire, and of which dishonest profession his
diploma is the seal.

nless our student be able to take some
post-graduate course in the various schools
which have sprung up in answer to this ue-
cessity, his education is but a tangle of broken
threads—a long list of beginnings, only valu-
able in so far as they contribute indirectly to a
more easy grasping of the life-work subse-
quently chosen.

I asked a prominent educator not long singe,
why certain studies might not be thrown out
of a course in order to double or treble fhe
time given to those that remained? The an-
swer was, “—— and colleges offer this
course, and no competitive institution ‘can af-
ford to de less.”” ““ Then why not extend the
time required to complete the course ¥’ * Be-
cause our students will go where they can'be
graduated in the least time.” :

If the American student is so anxious to
begiu life “ out in the world,” that he forgets
that the only perfectly developed manbood
_ever realized on earth, began its public career
at thirty, why: ma{thare not be some method
provided by which he may bedome, though

SR i

For instance, might-not a éo-openﬁve 8ys-
tem be established among institutions of k¥n-
dred purpose, united by denominaticnal .or

I branches. ,

‘ pﬁﬁtiegl ties? Let that school which offers

unusual and prolonged advantages in’' two or

‘| three companion sciences, as botany, matural

hListory and Zzoology, do it at the sacrifice of

‘| some others, which, on the other hand, shall

be equally well taught in a sister institution.

‘| In the same manner, let one modern languago
|in each take the place of two or three, but
-| three years be given to its aoquirement.

1 have in mind an instance when, with one
‘exception, an entire classin a modern language
made a request to ocontinue its pursuit a se-
‘eénd year, instead of taking up another to
‘which eq insufficient time was to. be
allowed. This petition was refused on the
ground that it might establish a precedent,
not. than which could have been ‘morc
desirable. : BEL

Less than three or four years given to such
studies as history, modern lan or liter-
ature, can give tﬁe student no claim to profess
a ge of them, much less to attempt to
mmhh knowledge to ‘others.

4 will suggest some farther means:of
enting our higher institutions from set-
ting their seal to a document whose contents,
by & common understanding, deceive uo oune,
gnd are becoming less and less valuabls, be-
cause more and more meaningless to the pos-
gessor P— Zion's Herald. by E g

SASRELEENE L

Dsisgase oF Ovr Owx CavsiNg.—On: an
ayerage, one-half of the dumber of out-patients
treated by a hospital-surgeon suffer from dis-
eases due primarily to a want of knowledge of
the laws of health and cleanliness. . The igno-
rance of hygienic laws, which affect so dis-
astrously the health of the rich a8 well as the
voor, exists chietly in regard to dress, ablution,
wnd ventilation,—Popular Science Monthly.

—_ President' Angeli, of Michigan University,
said of  women students, in his recent annual
report; These are distributed as follows:
medicine, thirty-seven . law, two, homoeopathy,
two, literature, sixty. The experience of ihe
last jyear confirms the opinion se have been led

5

| $o form by the experience of previous years,

that women who come here in good health are

able to complete our gollegiate or-professional

. | courses of study “without detriment to their
| ding ancient and modern—1literaturs, used in R S Pl I



