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THE CATHOLIC,
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therefore, noet toresist the bishop, that you may be,
subjectto Godj for all those whom the Father |
ot the family sends for the government of his house,
vyt aught to receive as you would him that sends:
them” We will oot press the words of Saint!
Egnatius so far as to conclude that ke attached in-}
fallibility Badividually to each bishop, 'Thoze of

whom he speaks were personally kiown to him. )
He knew that their doetrine was pure Saconfom‘.m-:E
ble with the universal doctrine  that union reizned !

hetween them and the pricsts, between then and !
a1 those whom the Father of the family
had  sent for the government of his house. ;
Now this unity would hawe ceased imem-!|
Jiarely that a bishop taughtany dogma con- |
irary o the received doctrine of the Chiurch, as we |
have seen in the case of Paul of Sumosata con-
demned and deposed by hisbrethren. Thus, then,
we come to analyze the matter, we find:!
<hat it was upon the conformity with the general
doctrine of the bishops,that Saint Ignatius founded, |
on the one hand, the particular authority of each’
bishop, and, on the ather, the entire submission he
required to be paid to them by the people ; and by,
a more remote consequence, it appears necc‘ssal‘y.{
aceording to his principles, that the doctrine of the
great majority of the bishops must have been in-
fallible, otherwise the faithtul, by conforming them-
selves to the bishops according to the command of
God,might have been drawn nto error,without any
means of being preserved fromit. In aword,if we
understand the doctrine of this great map, he tea-'
ches us that the upity of the Church depends upon
the submission of the faithfiul to their particular
bishop, and on the agreement of the bishops among
themselves, thatis to say, that the supreme author-
ity given to the body of the bishopsis the safe-
guard of unity. We find the same doctrine tau-
zht one hundred and forty years afterwards by the
slin strious dector and martyr of Carthage. * The
Catholic Church is one,’, wrote Saint Oyprian, *|
and the bishops joined together are the borde of
this union,’* These few words comprise the whole
subject ot this and the preceding letter: they give
you in abridgment the entire theory ofthe unity
and the infallibility of the Church.t

*Ep. XXXIIL—~1“There is hut one episcopacy spread;
on all sides in many bishops united together.” Cyprian, !
in his Epta Antodianus, bishop of Africa, and again, in his |
book On Unity; The Catholic Church is united in all its
parts and lidated by the (glutino) of the bish-,
Jops adhering to one another. We who are bishops and |
who preside in the Church, we ought particularly a.mll
more closely to embrace and defend this unity.”—4}Born in |

120, martyred under Marcus Aurclius in 203
To be continueq.
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DEFENCE OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES,

By Demetrius A, Gallitzin, 2 Russign Prince ;
now a Catholic Priest ; addressed by him to a
reviler of our Holy Religion.

Continued.
2hall now, ina few words, explainthe doetrine of
}f)‘i holy Catholi¢ Church resbe'cﬁ,,g

. IMAGES, PICTURES, AND RELICS.
Much jndeed need not he said on that subject, to

lapprove, as conformable to the word of God and of

iirents and friends ?

those who are candid, and provided with the least
share of common sense ; {o these, who with seeing
eyes will uot see, and with hearing ears Will not
hear, too much has been said already.

The general council of Trent declares, that
“ The sacred bodies of the holy martyrs, and of
other saints, who were living members of Christ,|
and the temples of the Holy Ghost, which bodies)
will by him be raised to eternal life and glorified,
ought to be venernated by the faithful on earth.”’—
Conc. Trid. Sess. 25. ¢ Also that the images of
Christ, of the blessed Virgin, and of the other
saints, are to be retained, especially in churches,
and that due honor and vencrationis to be given to
them, not that any divinity, or any power, is to be
believed to reside in them.”” The catechism of the
council of Trent adds, ¢ istud maxime cavendum,
ne quod Deo proprium est, cuiquam praterea tri-
buant,”? T, 2, p. 603.; < particular care must be
taken that none be given what belongs to God
alope,”

Here is nothing but what every Christian must

reason,

St. Jobn the Baptist venerated the very latchet of
our Saviour’s shoes. Mark i, 7.

The Israelites venerated the brazen serpent, a
type or figure of Christ. Numb. xxi.

By the command of God, two images of Cheru-
bims were made and placed on the ark, Exodus
XXV,

The primitive christians venerated the very
shadows and garments of St. Peter and St. Paul,
and received particular blessings thereby. Acts
v. 15, and xix. 11, ’

Roman Catholics venerate the images of Christ,
of the blessed Virgin, and of the saints, on account
of their prototypes. None of them are so stupid as
to believe, that any divinity, any power or virtue
resides in auy of those images,

How many, both Protestants annd Catholics,
keepthe picture of a great General, and exhibit
the same in the most conspicuous place of their
houses, certainly with the view of showing honor
to his memory. Nobody, in his senses, ever tho”
of condemning that practice as superstitious.

How many Protestants have hung upon the walls
of their houses, the pictures of their degeased pa-
How many a Protestant child
will honor the picturg of a deceased parent with a
costly frame ; look at the picture with sentiments
of respect and veneration, perhaps bedew that pic
ture with {ears of sorrow and gratitude, nay, with
the most sincere affection press that picture to its
lips? S8ir, will you accuse that child of supersti-
tion?,
Let prejudice subside, and now substitute a
Catholic in the room of the Protestant, and the pic-
ture of Christ crucified in the place of the picture
of the deceased parent : pray, dear sir, will you
not permit that Catholic to exhibit his crucifix in
the most conspicuous part of his house?  Will yon
not permit him to look at his crucifix tvith respect
and veneration? Will you not permit him to bedew

Nay, with the most sincere love and affection to
press that crucifix to his lips? And suppose that
Catholic should allow an honorable place {o the
picture of the most blessed Virgin Mother of our
Savieur, and likewise to the pictures of the holy
Apostles, and of other servants of Christ, woull
you condemn him ? would you accuse him of su -
perstition 2 1 cannot think so.

I'have spent many happy moments before the
celebrated picture of Guido Reni, in the gallery
of Dusseldorf, in Germany, which represents the
assumption of the blessed Virgin, and I must con -
fess, that I was struck withawe, § found myselt
in a decp contemplation, MYy seul, as it were,
withdrawn from its earthly habitation, and elevated
towards the mansions of eternal bliss. The heav .
enly looks of the Virgin,as expressed in the picture,
pointed out to me the proper object of my affeci:
ons. With the deepest sentiments of my own un.
worthiness, I had the most exalted ideas of the dign:-
ty of man,& it was with regret Ileft the spot, when
called away to my lodgings.

Religious pictures, in general, are well calculs-
ted both to enlighten and to edify. To enlighten,
by exhibiting the most remarkable and prominent
facts belonging to the history of religion ; to edify,
by kindling up the fire of devotion. .

What place then, could be found more proper
for religious pictures, than the church, the house o
God, the sanctuary where the tremendous sacrifice
is offered, and where the sacraments, the divine
mysteries, are administered., That place, above
all others, is the place of devotion, and it is there,
that, by hearing the word of God, by offering up
our prayers, by meditating on divers religious sub
jects represented by our pictures, meditating on the
religious and moral virtues of the saints whose im-
ages arc before us, meditating especially on the
great sufferings of Christ, as represented by our
crucifixes, on his immense love for sinners, &, i:
is there, I'say, and by such means, that our piety is
both enlightened and inflamed.

Syperstition ! ! 1-—Amiable superstition {ndceq,
which is productive of so much good! And docs
not zeal for the cause of religion suggest a sincare
desire, hat the erucifix, and other religious picturcs
would be substituted in the place of many of these
pictures that often adorn the walls of our people o
fashion, to the detriment of both religion and morajs®
Would not that zeal which attacks our religious
pictures, and exhibits them most shamefully, as (he
objects of our superstitious Wworship, be more mer
itoriously employed in condemning those indecent,
immedest, and truly scandalous pictures, which .L_Q
defiling the imagination, and tarnishing the purity
of the beart, are well calculated to extinguish de
volion, cr the love of God altogether, and therefore
to produce an effect the very reversé of that pro-
duced by religious pictures : and ifthe command-
ment of God ¢ Thou shalt not make to thyself any
graven image,”” &c. ever was intended to be under
stood in the literal sense, Was'it not principally with
regard to such images oF pictures as have a ten-
dency, by defiling the imagination, 'and corrupting
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bis crucifix with tears of sorrow and gratitudc?—|!

the heart, to withdraw from the gredt Creator, that



