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TO TIE SISTERS OF CHARILY.

She once was a'lady of lionour and wealth,
Hrghrglow'd on ler features thé roses of health ;
Her vesture was blended ot sith and of gold.

And her motion ghoak perfumic fram every fold ;
Jdoy reveli’d around her—luve shane ot her side,
Aud gay was her smile, ns the glance ofa bride 3
And liglit wus herstep, in the mirth.sounding hall,
Whei she heard of the daugliers ef Vincent de Paul.

She felt.in her spint, the summons of grace,

That call'd hier to live for the suffering race;

And heudless of pleasure, of comfort, of home,
Rose ghickly like Mary, 2ud answerad, “ ] come 3
BShe put from her person thetrappings of pride,
And passed from her liome, with the joy of a bride,
Nor wept at the threghold, as onward eﬁc moved,—
Far her hieart was on fire, inthe cause it spproved.

T.osteverto fashion—to vanity lost.

*S'hat beauty that once was the song and the toast—
No more in the ball.room, that figure we meet,
Butglding atduskto the wretch'sretreat.

Forgot in the halls is that high-sounding name,

For the Sister of Charity blushes at fame;

Forgot are the claims of her richesand birth,

For she barters for heaven, the glory of earth,

Those fect that to music, could gracefully move,

Now bear lier alosie on the mission of love;

*Those hiands that once dangled the perfume and gem,
Are tending the helplest, ot lifted for them ;

‘T'hat voice that once echa’d the song of the vein,

Now whispers relief {o the bosom of pain;

And the hair'that was shining with diomond.and pear],.
Is wet with the tears ofthe penitent gick

Her dowp.bed a pallet~her frinkets a bead,

Her lustre—~one taper that serves her to vead ;
Hersculpture—the crucifix nail'd by her bed,

Her painting—one print of the thorn-crowned head ;.
Her tushion—the pavement, that wearies her knees.
Herusic the psalm, or the sigh of disease;,

The delicate lady lives mortified there,

And U feast is forsaken for fasting and prayer.

Yot not to-the service of heart and of mind,

Ara the cares of that heaven.minded virgin confined,
Like him whom she loves, to the mansions. of grief,
She hastes with the tidings of joy and relicf.

She strengtens the woeary—she comforts the weak,
And soft is her voice in the ear of the sick

Wheré want and affliction on norals attend,

The Sisters of Churity there is a friend.

Unshrinking wwhere pestilence acatters hisbreath,
Lik: an angel she maves, *mid the vapour of-death,
Whern rings the loud musket, and flashes the sword,
Unfeating she walks, for she follows the Lord,

How sweetly she beadso’er cach plague.tainted face,
With looks that are lighted, with_holiest grace ;
How kindly she drcsses cach suffering limb,

For she sces in the woundedihe image of Him,

Behold her. ye.worldly ¢ behold her, ye vain ¢

Who sbrink from the pathway of virtue and pain ;
\Wiio yiell up 1o pleasure, your nights aud your duys,
P rgethu hfservice. fo grtiut of praise,

Ye tazy philosophers—self.geeling men,~

Yo fireside philanthropistg, great at the pen,

How stands in the balance your eloquence weighed.
With the Jifeand the deeds of that high-born maid ?
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THE SISTERS OF CHARITY.

David Paul Brown, Esq., (whose lecture on Shaks™
peare, we shall never forget) has secently delivered a
lecture beforo the Carsoll Institute of Philadelphia, on
the Sistors of Chiarity. The Philadelphia Mercury says

“The lecturer entescd into a statistical detail of the
migin and organization of thesociety in Europe under
St. Viacent of Paul in 1614, and also of its establishe
ment in the United States ; evlogized in the most glows
ing and beautil language, the devotion and charity of the
Sutprnood on all occations: but especially during the pres
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Yearly Report o) the Zospital for 1843
Whele No. of admissi '8¢ : 5012
. Foreig:Mrs, . 3859
“ - United Siares, 1074

s Unknown; 79 .
‘No. resident in this city & years,, 1150
L o € under 8 yerrs 8784
Whole No. admitted of yellow fever, 153
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¢« died, 487
“  that occured in hospital, 53
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Of which 67.are in thé Insane Department,

In 1eferenceto this.instiintion the Editor of the Coii-
cordin Inielligencer suys: '

“When. we take jatv :consideration the fact that it is
sustained-alone by-charitable donations, etc., the antount
of good dispenscd to the poor, friendless and unfortunates
secms truly wonderful. During 2 recent trip-to the city,

patients.remaining iri the hos- " *
T 429,

we had the pleasare of visiting thé institution, in compa-.

ny with one of the gentlemen alluded to, and were much
aratified to find the sick wards throughout, most admira-
bly adapted for the comfort of those within its walls.
There was an air of. neat cheeriness about the whole es-
tablishment which gave it rather the appearance of a
houso where healih. reigned supreme 5 and but for the
long drawn breath, the hurried groans of the unfortunate
sufferers, such indeed it might seem to the stanger.”

And such is the concurring iestimony, of sects and
denominaiions, in-cvery city blessed by the ministrations
of these devoted women, to their zeul through the most
trying scencs, and the:r perseverance even unio denth.—
Abriel,

FIRST RLEFORMERS, THEIR VIOLENCEL,
BY REV. DR. FLETCHER.

During the first struggles of the revolution which the
reformation very naturally excited, it is reasouable to
look for violence and amimosity. The ntroduction and
growth of the reformation did not,in any respect,resemble
the introduction and growih of Christinnity. Boih were
conducted on verty appasite plans and by very opposite
principles. Vhile Christianity was ushered in, and ac.
quired the influencs by the arts of meekness, the refor
mation was begun and increased by the arms of violence,
while the former atisacted prosclytes by the gentle elo-
quence of truth, the Iatter excited {ollowers of the more
powesful vociferations of calumny and insul, The
powerful object of both,. it is true, was the samo, the

scformation of crrer and the establishinent of virtge,
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But while.thegigosties of Christianity reformed’ erro®
and csmblishdé;'\'irluc, every amiable quakty which-
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could recommegd or enforce cithor, shone conspicuous, -,

both in their gj'y}rucler and their?gonduct.—DMild, mods
ust, clidsig; hiwyble, pationt, aud. beneficent, they earn-
ed lhoz%i&‘mﬁhq‘ of truth by the triumphs of holmess,
They {Eﬁigﬂgd;lhe universe, by exlibiing in their own
conduct the pattern of true perfection. Far different
from this, was. the conduct of the first reformers,
Setting out, like the infuriate Jacobins of France, with
the subvession of law, decancy aund order, their victo-
ries were sedition, plunder and excess.-~Profesaing .to°
correct V,Q.‘s}, they spread disorder; affecting to recall
Aruth, thex gave birth to every form of falsehood The
reformation, in effect, was the contest of party against
power ; or effort of fanaticisin labouring to pull down
what its leaders were pleased to term superstition and
idolatry.—These leaders wore men who would have fig
They had the passions which

{oppositior but enflumes 3 and.they possessed that rough
{kind of eloquence, which is, calculated:to awuko enthus

siasm, and impose on ignorance, ‘Some,.of them if we.
dredid only the ‘accounts shich 1bgms§‘lygi_s,1’1ﬂa‘v§.;£“ur-
nished to cach dther, were fanatics in the maotle gi",»x;gli,
gion ; some. of ﬁ§e'rr:i-l;)-l)ocri!_e§,_ under the veil of piety.;
some of them plunderers, under. the mask of zeal 3 some
of thém monsters, w:thout mask,.mantle or any veil’

such principles, it is only consistant-fo expeci all those
gredt excésses which attend on gredt revoldtions ; the
injurious artifices by which violence proctres abéttors,
and the Jow expedients by which party insures its vic-
tories.  As for these latter ircuistances, theéy were
not merely consistent, but necessary : because, if it were
necessary to destroy popery, it wis necessiiry'ta prove
it gulty! il necessary to plunder the Church, it was
necessary to demonstrate its idolatry 3 i necessary
to abolish continence, fasts, penince, conlessions,
it was necessary to vilify audarm the public ani.
mosity against them.  This, Erasmus observes; tha
leaders did most effectually, in their harangues and ag-
dresses to the populace. ‘¢ Jn these harangues,” sayvs
he, *¢ they inflame their fury and madness ;they. inspire
such rage that they seem ever possessed by an evil
spirit.”? ‘

After the estanlishunent of the reformation, it mighy
have been expecied, or hoped at’least, that the violence
which had formed it would abate, und those ignoble nuxs,

{iliaties be dismissed, which bhad -contributed so powers

fully to its successes. But such was not the case. ‘The
springs of t0o many passions had been put in motion to
subside casiiy ; and the impulse was 100 strong for the
vibrauipn 't cease at vnce. Violence and illiberality
s1ill continued to support the reformatign, which violence
and illiierality hud established. The fanaticism, ambis
t:on, interest, or-jealousy, of its lending members, siill
thought it wise to retain those means for its preservava-
tion, which had assisted sp nobly ip its ereciion. These,
therefore, with occasional bauses and abatement, bave
continued to be cmployed in cvory Protestant govern.
ments in Europe, unul the Inte happy dawn of liberali-
ty and benevolence. 1t is only within the short inter-
val of a few years, that the sword of persecution has
been hung up in the temple of concord, and that the
Catholic can say I do not jremble, to-day, for my life,

‘my property or my [reedom. :

whatever: Fron: men of such chiractérs; drimed- with ©



