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THE BIBLE IN SCEOOLS.
REV. D. J. MACDONNELL, Af.A., II.D., TORONTO.

(For Tira blo<rtigy.)

MEN vould hardly fight aboutMthe best niethod of going ua ladder; but a hundred battles havebeen fought on the best method oftraining a child." So wrires theauthor of Ecce Deus , and it is tvi.
dent that the battles have not aibeen fought yet. We need not
wonder that diversity of views shouldprevail regarding the matter of religi-ous teaching in the Public Schools.I .ccept Mr. Le -Sueur's open
letter " -in the issue of the .o•n1hy
for December as the honest and can-did expression of his convictions on.this subject, and I shall endeavour tostate rny objections to his position in
the spirit of candour and equity »in 'vbich he desires that discussion
should be carried on.

There are at least three disinct<luestions which need to be answered,
and which are variously answered;
i connection with this matter: ( )Shall there be a religious element inthe education of our children in thePublic Schools ? (2) Shall the Biblebe used in imparting religious in-structioñ? (3î If so, under what

1

conditions or limitations shal it be
used?

I aSnot quite sure what answer
Mr. Le Sueur vould give to the first
que.qtion; but, if t have not misap-pre! - ided the drift of his letter, hewould answer it in the negative. True,he speaks with approval of recogniz-
ing or beng conscious of "a Cause
behind ail other causes," and of feel-
ing Ithat the true word and righte-ous deed have a warrant higher than
human society con vouchsafe"; but
he does not adm;. that this beliefabout Ithe supernatuial" shonid beinculcated on the children. Two
passages in hi§ lefter seem to imply
the contrary :

() In this country we are sup-
posed to enjoy religious 'liberty. By'
this I understand that all creeds,
positive and negative, -stand on an
equality before the law-that, so. faras the action of the State is concern-
ed, no man either reaps any advant-
age or is- placed at any disadvantageon account of his religious opinions."

(2) "Upon what will you chieflydepend tô promote that object (i.e.,


