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CRUIS& AMOJVG HAIDA AND TLINGIT VILLAGES:. 7

left of the Ilalda natlon on the Queen Charlotte Islands The
Haidas numbered seven thousand in 1840, and counted over thirty

villages. To-day there are two inhabited villages and less than one - |

thourand Haidas. ~ They are a doomed race. Wars, smallpox, gross .
immorality, a change from old ways to. new wa)ls—-their fate is the

common fate of the American, whether he sails the sea i the North,
gallops over the plain in the West, or sleeps in his hammock in the

forests of Brazil. Masset typ’lﬁes in itself that process of change and’

decay which we find going on among the aborigines all over the con-

tinent. . The totem poles drop one by one; the great massive houses

of the old times, with their mlghtv (edar beams, slowly succumb |

to the wind and the weasher;: the old. grave posts totter and fall,

but their ranks aré not filled up. -In their stead are little stuffy,

propped-up cottages with'iron.stoves and glass windows, and by the
side of this modern village is the matble burying grou-nd with
marble columns brought from Vietoria. Masset is the Clyde of the

coast, and in the fall and winter the little street along the water’s

edge is lined with great cedar logs,-which are being chipped, steamed,
.. pressed, and fashioned into canoes, some over ﬁfty feet long.
Strong and well built, the Haidas make journeys in them of hun-
dreds of mx]ea——thm are the wkmgs of the New World. Another
important industry of the towil consists of weaving cedar _bark
into ' mats and baskets,. These mats are strong and well niade, and

" serve innuriierakble purposes, the chief uses being for the floor and -

for the outside covers of bundles and packages.  Biit their prin-
‘cipal .utensil for carrying is the whxte basket made of cIoaelv woven.

qplmtq of maple. : . :
The real interest in Masset; as well as that of other Indxan vxllages

“ . of this. region, lies in the pgst; and to the past we tarn. Beginning

C A

E whxch this custom was formerly carried. Of the tattooing little

, Wxth the ancient customs, we look in vain for the great labret or pr

ornament of old, which formerlv plaviéd such an important part in
" the fashion in deforrmtv ‘We did see one woman with a tiny plug
“in her lip, but from this one can form no ‘estimate of the extent to

remams, for the custom has long since been given up. But the

majority of the middlé-aged men and women have their arms and - '

legs tattooed; and by dint of much persuasion and a piece of silver
“we induced a decrepn old man to leave lis house. long enough to
enable us to carryVYaway the. photograph of his totem, whxch was
tattooed on his breast.

~ The phvsxcal characteristics of the Haidas are pecuhar and are to
be explained by the circumstinces under which they live. With
but little exposure to the sun their complexion is very much lighter

~ than that” of the coast tribes, and mdeed O'ften for fairness com-r



