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€ qq uiny M,.wd ‘as orystal)
u’;ﬂ d i
em?o xed upo the pic e,

lﬁ the' lndy thoogﬁt‘ ‘hersel

"npfc [bgwtiful thl

Wﬁhl
don t think 1 who y like

g | et

1 must jbuy, it T ﬂ;mk
{iVery ahol’ Yot 1ady * T thought, Bhie
uurveye«tmﬁu mmf crnicany-cm gur

4Tt is too morbid uuq tou but I have
& ddok &t home where it will, ﬂnt fit—my
cbdnbcrol hotvors, T c&lVit.” ‘You can’ wee

| of twenty summers; .+

i hottmmid.d-rmylﬁma i#f7yod like.
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< Lant | somebody: find,

' {hita 'Tor me,” wit tbellr of & duchéss.

) These was a furtive looking.about, then
a b

i
¢ Mt. Delaficld, I would like to bny your

cture, »
I te.ﬁ“

¢Tdon't wish to -sell it
coolly.
: sbe nndeninnuum gesture—jost  a

“|1ittle saucy wave of the hand,

g2 wnnt to buy it. How Tmiich do you
ek 7

The gald..hravn oyu veto ﬁud .upon
Ty fnce with 8 quict apdacity that amazed |
me. ‘T named & sum that T mcant should} '

mru; I;:t & dollass?
¢ Twe -ﬂvg un o] 4

y yr%?end my urvunt in
&o m ft down.’,

“Very
tk e mon(l
; mu 'deemey!r, T d6n‘t Welsh to well

' [y pieture.’

“Por the first time she seemed to compn-
thénd’ me.

“ Pon't'wish 16 sefl-it ! * What did ' you'
paint it for? lthmumupdnted their’
p;:mel to hll ;'“hier eyes sparkling as she
9|

vAnN uﬂmm notulikn ! Teaid,' sharp-1 valu
ly for1 was wexed fitst at her a-umum,und

afterward ather pertindcity

Bhe looked st me rather curlaully, as if
I were some: phenomenon.

¢ Haven't you any.more like it in your
head 7

¢ I'don’t know.’

¢ T should hope not, she said gravely.

tWhy ?

¢ Bec:use it wouldn't be good for you.
There’s somethmg dreadful about it.’

‘ Really, Miss Vandermeyer,’ I remarked
mmnmﬂy, you ure peculmr 1 don’t
understand why you should want the pic-
ture.’

¢ ¥ want it becadse 'in some moods I like
to look at such ‘things.’

I reflected a moment.

¢Can you afford to give twenty-five hun-
dred dollars te indulge & mood ?

¢ If 1 please,' she said,with a little saucy
shrug ‘of her shoulders:

¢ Véry well.:. Lwill'sell it 40 you, then’
—her eyes gleamad—* upon condition that
if T choose, I/ may some day buy it baeck.

¢ Y knew you would sell it.-to me, she
said, with-an air, of triumph. . ¢ Yow'll never
want to buy it back:'

“ Why not ?

'Yt won't be rich enough.  Artistaare

wx J\oor are they not?’

tmvcr, but stood in haughty
gilence.

she glanced up at me: and then her eyes
filfed with Sudden tears.

“Did T wound you'? I never meant to do
go!

1 was mollified directly.

“T see, you did not.”

¢ Youn'!ll fotgive mie, then? with a smile
like sunshine. 'Wm yop call upon me to-
morrow and receive the money for'the pic-
tyre?’ Sheputacardinto my hand, and

looked atne with sthe  frankest, ‘sweetest
face in' the'woild; said, ¢ Now would yoa be
good ‘enpugh to take me'to my friends? I

aim 50 near-sighted: I can’t see 8ctoes this
Fgreat gallery.’ ,

“Near-gighted—+~with . those eyes? .}
was very bluatly, put,byt 1. was nogeurtier
in those days; and L could quly hope, that|
she would recognize: the complnpent and
forgive the nw}\uugnen. Buf she startled
me,

¥Yes.  They.don't’ Yook 80, do  theyr
with the most charming simphclly

“T took et across thé gallery, bowed my'
Retracing my steps,
I met my friend Mason.”
¢« Delafield, iy dear fellow; what in ‘the
name of all that’s woniderful have you been
doing 7' hé exclaimed

' * Nothing' that has nny harm in it, 1
hope*

“What hava't yow béen'seen for half an
hour in close confab with Miss Vandermey-
er'; and didn’t/you: i Y

1 And what.of it®.

(What of it 2 | Wby, Miss Vlndeumye!
ix w;r;h :w bnndrednmumd lll'l

nide
A‘nd is. the. ;‘Qmigﬁ,uuvm
0 ttle . w
%‘B&h :gly one fngl; in,
w )

"Why herg;:rtu is suth a trrible bug-
"8he wans o be wooed for her own
W ot self ; But she knows how potent are
18 charms of gold ; and so the poor little
rcc 1k doom
llqe ‘I hever dare
“How deddful 1
16 be" worth & fortane’’
“Magon deft iné; and T saw- him dmlhg
round Miss deermeyer in company witly/
& trdop of other foolish mothi; all the -resk
dﬁhhvmna ; and the Jady, holding her-,
self Joftily in berrqueenly.:

t Jova|
t ever
“Shie

a 'vow that night, sisting before my amall

Yy b
1,was not.g

14

oing &oth!nkuyﬂnng mom

in & Abon;hor, an;oad -1 found, however, .that

Miss, Vondpuueyer dauced before: my  eyes
as shut. them 5 and her vqf‘r,:e I{ke

w"’!.-l‘:i’”“" i 1o “%tng m{’?"ﬂ:

&' to forget her

,.o ved to begit ‘to'dd $0"‘in’ fhe

o] Bakdin the am 1 Ewoke mm*my bﬂ&*
ountlly Tmpréssed by

nmmou

nm like ascene
s real evens in

ﬁt’%*“*‘ﬁm s b

“hat nurph ui
{ from’#ome fairy tale

\,wunle'ﬁ
'| flgction

w&‘m. Upbn & Titts re-
I‘n’ueuberéd that 1" was' to" call

upon ‘Miss Vandesmeyer that day.
I weant, aud'a ‘footman usliered ‘me into

5. those |atmosphére wag warm), &

f olu and lan

«Oh, Misg. Vahdermeyer 1* oried the rest|work
1in chorus

turned fher eyes 3 108, , 8. maan ¢ placed.
‘I'slie 'was before m“opq 'm ;P “

wph'petultcenblcy—lbr“
anybody.
tamhiortno e

gyuce; minded|
fhath not in the Jeast, As for.me, I made|ly.

fire, that I.d not-fall into hor hﬂn or lose|
"neart fo her.

ey wm-gm Bﬁﬁl? wuion] jai-apacious duwing-mm where it - seendd

thatall - Sorts. of bea uﬁf things ‘were
ggougeddnﬁclm confusion. 1 had
not waited h\lf & aninute ~before,  Miss
mdenneyer came . in, vmd said, if I
fplonvd IJHJ td‘ go up m-- tb her

Ve 'Movu. 28, I0ss; | UP
ﬂigMnﬁ.et m;ﬁ uu we l‘elched the npper.
story) Vandermeyer pushed
aside & door, #nd I ‘entered what decmed’'a
fllry dbower. I had left winter out of doors
Lhere if se ,summer. hed,
wooed to linger all ¢ f‘\rou the year.
7«! 'fragrant with
the bloumiigﬁwm A n:t lighum:
‘in“thro ringing . qui
thé: «niruv‘floul geauty o? the pictured faces
‘that were'everywhere. An
oddly carved:writing desk stood 'in ome
corner, a2 um&w uble vm.h some preuyf

upon it

the strange’ b«nﬁnlgm who smade the
place her home.
" “Come; hers;’. .said Miss. Vnndsmeyex,
leldhrg the way across the spacious room.

I4ollowed, ahd saw my picture hung in
fit company,. one or'two weird §dcvs .above
and beside it, and & companion piece—a
desolate moor, a wild crag, and an eagle
sailing henvﬂy through an empty, gray
sky——just opposite.

¢ How: do you like it ¥ said Miss Vander~
meyer.
""V'ery nu:ch It could not be better

< Thisd is uychmbcr of borrers. 1'come
and sit here when I feel, ﬁerce, she .said,
avith an air of frankness.
- Rierce :
¢ Yes. {Whan things dm'tgo as I Yike.
Doi you net, find s great many things | very
provoklng‘?'
“,Lde; but you--{ shouldn’t think you
conld bunnoyed !

‘ Why'? .Becsuse:1 am: ﬁck‘?'

u’ﬂy :

ou don’t knew: wyﬂnng about it then
you ﬂun-k theit ‘one éan’t be miscrable with
a fortune,’ she said. «

‘T wish I bad.’ -

“What? What do you nu.n?’ her bright
hazel eyes fulf of surprise.

1 believe I meantthas: l wish -that T

a fortune,’ I said, ) 8.

¢ Do you ru.l!y |

¢Indeed Ido” ' '

& Now $liatia 0dd,’ with & queer look in
her face.' .

“How odd ?

¢ Oh, they ener&lly say that they .don’t

Teast ; ‘that they would
theitu sgm tht.theypufer pow-
erty; or, at least, a ‘modest competence,and
sl such—stuff.’ '

¢ They sayso. \Who?

¢ Ob, some people,’ she returned, that
mischievous light dancing in her eyes.
¢ What made you think I was going to tell
you my secrets 7 And the little faicy walk-
ed away with a make-believe hanteur.

I followed her out from the comparstive
gloom of this part of the apartment into the
sunshine that flowed over the flowers and
climbing plants. A piano stood open, its
white keys gleaming.

¢ Won't you play to me, Miss Vander.
meyer?’ Isaid ~

“Not

¢ Excuse me~you are mnof
then ?’

¢ Oh, yes, I plsy well enough ; but when
I bave people who can say anything, I'd
rather talk’

So we talljed ; and.l.watched ber beanti-
ful face, wondering at its mazvelous power
of expression, admiring thé exquisite tint-
ing of cheek'and lip, and the splendid gold
of her hair.

I put her into.a picture I was at work
upon that afternoon—it -was just the face T
had needed. Having this to do, of course
T.was obliged to think. of her more or lers;
byt I definjtely declined to begin the next
day to forget her.

It does seem, however, as'if everything
conspired to make one forget a good reso«
lation. I always did dislike combating
obstacles, and wbhen I found that the fates
were bent upon keeping Miss Vandermey-
er in‘my mind, I yielded gracefully I hope
comforting myself by thinking that she
must soan go out of town for the summer,
'snd then I could apply myself to my bnai-
ness without hindrance:

Hheumonths drifted by. One day I re.
ceived a tiny note, rose-scented, and ad-
dressed in her own exgumte hand. She
had.goneto her 'y at -Stat
Island: Would I come. to. dinner that
eveaning ? only a friend or two, no cere-
mony, moonlight and boating'!

I went, taking a late afteriicon boat. The
red shining _of the setting sur upon the
windows revealed the house, a roomy
qumnt matsion, gabled, and half hid by
luxnn-ntireu. Miss Vandermeyer look«
‘¢d'fresh and lovely in. her pure muslin,
somé jeuumme sprays with waxen flowers
clingiug about her bright, nppling hair,

¢ gknn y6u would come, she said, her
“We

mausical,

beautiful eyes smiling upon me.
only wanted you to make up our party.

¢ You are very Kind. Whom have you
‘here?

¢ Only my dear old guavdian,Uncle,Lake-
man, you know, Nellie Damer, and Mr.
Fred Dacroft.’

¢ Fred Lacroft ¢

¢ Oh, you don’t-know him ; but he's such
a nice fellow.'

It.is mot plrtlcullrl_v delightful to hear
another mdn praised as a good fellow, by &
QuUDE lady—satdeast-] didn’t find it so. ° I

Do doubt d.should hate  Fred Lacvoft.
Hg was sure to be a detestable snob. I felt
that I had found the enemy of my life. So
I accompanied Miss Vandermeyer’ to’ the
dpwlng room ,-and there was the impudeat - -

‘flqm.g chess with Mr. Lake--
mn most assured aod At-homes
lik&’air imuginable. '
3t Delafield——=Mr: Lnoron, said Miss
Vandermeyer.

Fhowed, but lcowhd as’ ﬂem am
could: and ‘was ocondcious of hu-
tionto throw him out of the n.lndnv

¢ Would you like a game of chess while
weare waiting for .dinner?’ asked Miss
Vandermieyer.
¢No, I Mk yon, ! mpondod morose-

" What, don’ t like nhels?'

¢1 think it ddes very well for boys,” I
teturned, with a tremendous effort to be
sarcistics

Miss Vandermeyer blnshed a lu.h and
‘glancéd shyly at Mr. Frederick Lacsoft;
but that !nd'lvidul ‘only atroked his rious-
tiiche, ‘and gave:a . law, ‘meHow, &
moved laugh, thns,n.d@m insujt 'to- injury,
‘!kuuronxly tempeed to challepge him_
allwsﬁot.
"AW ¢idme fut’ and .annousced 'din-
fier” " Tt-was perved fn.'a little vine-hung

summier. air was all about us; the modn
was risging just over the vn.t.er,snd the birds

Continued on fourth page.

blebny opening toward the river. Tho soft. -



