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GRADING N SCHOOLS

»

Superintendent Eaton Suggests That
Individuality Is Better Than
a Machine System.

A Conference Favored With the
City Council to Reconcile Dif-
ferences of Opinion.

There were several interesting sub-
jects discussed at the echool board meet-
ing last night, the most important being
a report by City Superintendent Eaton
suggesting that grading in each particu-
lar school should be dealt with accord-
ing to the peculiar circumstances and
conditions and not by a set of arbitrary
standards as at present. The report
read:

¢ Permit me to recommend that the
resolution of your board requiring that

promotion examination should be ¢ abso-
lately identical and uniform ’ for corre-
sponding divisions in all the schools be
rescinded. The effect of such action
would be to leave the matter of grading
where the regulations of the department
leave it —i.e., in the hands of the princi-
pals and their assistants in theig respect-
ive schools. My reasong for s0 recom-
mending are briefly as follows:

¢ The resolution in question was
adopted primarily to remedy an unsatis-
factory condition that at that time ob-
tained in one of your schools, and, in
fact, I presume, e¢s the readiest means,
then at hand, for estimating the relative
efficiency of the various teachers. The
conditions are now, however, material(ly
different. All of our echools are fairly
well organized, and you have an officer
whose special function it is to guarantee
the character of the work done in every
class-room. I am of opinion, moreover,
that the process”oi grading in each-par-
ticular schooi should be determined by
its own peculiar circumstances and con-
ditions and not by a set of arbitrary
standards that ignore an inevitable di-
versity in those conditions.

« If it were possible, as the pregent
gystem of unifsrm promotion exumina-
tions contemplates, to keep classes in
different parts ¢f the city marching along
with equal step from year to year, it
would serve no good purpose to do so.
Oa the contrary it is not uniformity, but
individuality that should constitute the
aim of all our schocl contrivances, and
in proportion as we strive after the
former we arrest the development of the
latter. After all, it is only a uniformity
in percentages and not in the mental
product that can be effected at best. It
ia the business of a perfect machine to
turn out a uniform product; but such is
not the function of the school. The
regulation in question by go much gives
the character ot a machine to our organ-
ized school work, and to a serious extent
has tended to the substitution of de-
liberate and persistent cramming for the
terminal examinations in the place of
rational teaching,

¢ If, ladies and gentlemen, the reasons
I have suggested for the rescission of the
resolution referred to seem of sufficient
weight to warrant you in at once adopt-
ing my secommendation I shallegladly
hold myself responsible for a material
improvement, in consequence, in the
character of the work done in notf a few
of your class rooms.’’

ustee Marchant said the trouble
presented itself in mot having uniform
grading, that if a pupil left one part of
the city and went to reside in another
school district there might be difficul-
ties. .He thought that the same limit
table should be used in all the schools.
Though perhaps competitive teaching
had its evile, laxity of system might also
have its disadvantages.

Supt. Eaton thought Trustee March-
ant misinterpreted the suggestion. He

did not ask that all examinations be
-done away with and each school go its
.own way., What he did mean was thatg
the same exsct questions should not be
-get for every school, but that the exami-
nations be arranged by the principal and
-staff of each school according to the par-
‘ticular conditions of each class. :

Trustee Belyea was against machine
«education, and if he had known such a
resolution existed as mentioned Dby.
Superintendent Eaton, he would have
moved for its ‘removal long ago. Pro-
motion had for its object the grading of
the pupils to the best advantage accord-
ing to the conditiona of each particular
school. He did not believe in cast iron
uniformity for all the schoole—it would
be much better to have individuality.

Trustee Hall, as the matter was of
great importance, moved that the report
fie on the table for further considera-
tion. '

This motion was carried.

The proposal to pay the pupil teachers
and provide some means whereby the
Superintendent could give them special
instruction caused a good deal of discus-
sion. :

Trustee Belyea did not believe in hav-
ing pupil teachers at all, but thought
that only efficient teachers be employed.

Trustee Hall agreed with this.

Trustees Marchant and Mrs. Jenkins
believed in giving Victoria boys and
girls a chance, and that' the suggestion
that the city superintendent should give
them special instruction was a good omne.
Trustee Marchant moved therefore that
pupil teachers be paid $6 a month,

'Ftii’stee MecMicking was in favor of
waiting until the deadlock as to esti-
mates was settled before deciding the

question, and suggested the whole mat-
ter be left over till next meeting.

Trustee Belyea, to bring the matter

squarely to a head, moved the following
amendment, which would make the
board decide at once whether they would
.do away at once with the pupil teacher
system. This amendment was that the
‘board employ a competent teacher whose
gervices could be available as a subasti-
tute in such schools as the board may

‘ on the advice of the superintendent di-

rect.
Trustee Marchant opposed the reso-

lution on the ground that in the absence
of a Normal school something had to be
done to train teachers. The motion
would take away every opportunity for
British Columbia boys and girls to be-
.come teachers.,

Trustee Hall did not see that the board
should make training schools for teach-
ers out of the public schools.

Trustee Mrs. Jenkins supported Trus-
tee Marchant’s resolution.

Chairman Hayward did not think the
amendment was in order.

Thereupon Trustee Belyea a fe‘led
from the decieion of the chair, ur upon
the question being put the chair was
sustained.

Trustee Marchant’s motion was lost,
and the report wae then laid over again.
The alterations and repairs committee
was authorized to outfit the secretary’s
office in the city hall at a cost not to ex-
ceed $150.

Trustee McMicking seconded by Trus-
tee Belyea, moved that the government
be waited upon with the view to the
early establishment of a normal school
in this city.

Both mover and seconder spoke in
favor of the motion, and thought it ad-
vigable to see whether the government
intended to do something in the direc-
tion indicated this year.

Trustee Marchant moved the resola-
tion of which be had already given
notice, to ask the government to estab-
lish a university, to take the form at
present of a degree conferring body.
Trustee Hall eeconded this. .
Trustee Belyea thought the motion
was about fifty years ahead of time. It
would be the Iaughing stock of the whole
country as long as there was no estab-
lishment here that could qualiiy persons
o take degrees. )

t Trustee Marchant did not see what
arm could be done by bringing the
matter before the government, and upon
the question being put the resolution
carried.

Miss Agunes Deans Cameron, principal
of South Park school, sent in another re-
quest for an additional teacher in the
South Park school, urging this on the
score of the overcrowded condition of the
echoul.

Trustee Marchant felt that at present
the board could nct increase the staff of
the school in view of the peculiar state
of the estimates, and also as it was not
advisable to add a teacher in the middle
of the term. He moved accordingly and
the resolution was carried.

Among the requests for supplies for
the school was one from FPrincipal
Gillies of the Central school for a map
of the Dark Continent, some black ink
and a black board. . )

The various requests were referred to
the supply committee.

A letter from the Mayor suggested,
with reference to the difference of
opinion existing between the Council
and school trustees regarding the school
estimates, that the trustees might as
soon as possible take action to enforce
their demand as against the council.
T'he council would consent to a submis-
sion, to the Supreme court, of the ques-
tion between the board and the council.
If in favor of the city, then the trustees
might apply to the legislature for such

mendment of the law as may be neces-
sary to enable further sums for school
purposes to be raised outside of the
amount furnished by the per capita al-
lowance and the special tax for school
purposes. The council’s legal advisers
had stated the matter could be determin-
ed by the courts within a week, and
practically without expense.

A letter on the same subject from
Messrs. Yates & Jay, the boards legal
advisers, stated that they did not seeany
reason why the board should recede from
the position it had taken. It was not
for the board to apply to court. If the
city refused to pay any accounts duly
authorized by the board, the board’s
creditors could secure judgment against
the city. If it was the desire to let the
board have full control of the school
funds in the city this could easily be
attained by a friendly interview between
the board and the city council whereby
the necessary changes in the school and
municipal acts might be decided on, and
then application could be msgde to the
legielature to have the acts so amenned.

Trustee Belyea was of opinion that the
suggestion made by Messrs. Yates & Jay
tor a conference with the council be
arranged.

Trustee Marchant was in sympathy
with the motion, but he would go
further, and if the conference came to
naught, he would suggest that the Min-
ister of Education be seen to have the
act amended so as to have the powers of
the two bodies distinctly separated.
Trustee McMicking favored the con-
ference, and Trustee Belyea’s motion
was carried.

From Capt. Grant and Trustee Mrs.
Grant was received a letter thanking
the board for its sympathy in their be-
reavement.

Trustee Mrs. Grant reported that the
supply committee to whom had been
referred the question of books of refer-
ence had come to the conclusion that
Chambers’ Encyclopedia and the British
Columbia Year Book would be the best.
The difficulty was that Chambers was
perhaps too costly. The Year Book,
however, would be within the means of
the board.

The purchase of Year Books was de-

cided upon.
The reports of attendance for the
month of February showed: Average

daily attendance, 2,013.02; average ac-
tual attendance, 1,988.41 ; pupils actual-
%;%tending, 2,253 ; average per puril,

THE STIKINE RIVER.

Progress Made so far by the Expeditions to
Glenora.

Hon. Edgar Dewdney, of tbe Klon-
dike Mining, Trading and Transport
Corporation, returned from Wrangel
yesterday afternoon on the Amur. Dur-
ing his stay at Wrangel he saw Mr. C.
J. McLennan, who is in.charge of the
Corporation’s expedition up the river,
and had come down with one of his men
who was ill. Mr. McLennan reported
that he had fifteen miles of road opened,
but had halted at that distance up the
river with his force for the present.
The Mackenzie-Mann party had over-
taken him there, and he intended te let
them take the lead in opening the road
further. The party were comfortably
located on an island. For some distance
above this point the snow was quite soft
and frost would be necessary before a
sleigh road could be made. Meanwhile
parties having dogs or dragging their
own sleighs were going along up the
river. The travelling was reported to be
very good above the canyon. Along the
fiiteen miles of road opened by Mr. Mec-
Lennan’s party there were a great many
people with teams, waiting for a way to
be broken through the soft snow above.

C.P.R. Receipts. .
MONTREAL, March 10.—(Special)—The
C.P.R. traffic receipts for the week end-
ing March 7, were $454,000; for the
same week last year they were $325,000.
Fur slci;aﬁing bags. Extra
heavy blankets, B. Wiliams

& Co.

L

ROBBED W

A Klendiker Relieved of a Large
Sum of Money Yesterday
Morning.

High Life Arrested on
Suspicion.

the Queen’s hotel, was robbed early yes-
terday morning of $400 in cash,and late
last night Richard Dalton and an associ-
ate named Kersey were arrested on sus-
picion of having committed the deed.

days ago en route to Klondike. He had
a large amount of cash with him and
seems to have been very careless with
it. On Thursday night he became in-
toxicated and did not return to his hotel
until after midmight. He went into
the lavatory and fell asleep. When
he was wakened about an hour
later and put to bed, it was discovered
that $400 in cash was miesing from the
inside of his coat pocket. The matter
was at once reported to the police.
During the time that Hassen had
been lying acleep in the lavatory Dalton
and Kersey, who were not guests of the
hotel, were noticed going in and coming
out of there, and consequently sus-
picion fell upon them.

Detective Perdue while investigating
the case discovered that Dalton and
Kersey had been indulging in bigh life
during the early hours of yesterday
morning. They had visited the different
variety show houses and epent money
freely on champagne. In all the
detective traced six $20 bills which the
pair had changed, and all of _these were
American bills, such as Hassen had
lost. One of the proprietors questioned
Dalton as to where he had got so much
money and was answered by Kersey,
who eaid: “Oh, I gave it to him.
smuggle whisky into Alaska and make
lots of money.”” Dalton said at another
place that he had won the money play-
ing black jack. Neither story proved
plausible, as Kersey was known the
afternoon before to have very little
money, and so was Dalton. The latter,
in fact, had applied to a friend for the
loan of 50 cents. In tracing the move-
ments of the men Detective Perdue also
found out that Dalton had not been en-
gaged in gambling, as he had stated.

When the arrest was made Dalton
was found to have $100 on his person.

Dalton came to the city some time
ago with the Kickapoo Medicine Com-
pany, and has been practically stranded
in the city since that organization left
him here.

While being robbed, Harsen Lad about
$200 in another pocket, which was not
taken from him. He will probably con=
tinue his journey North after a prelim-
inary hearing on the charge against the
prisoners.

William Henry Kersey also was ar-
rested, after one o’clock this morning.

TWO YEARS FOR REFLECTION.

Dalton and Kersey, Convicted of Robbery,
Acknowledge Their Guilt, With
Variations.

Richard Dalton and William Kersey,
the two young mren arrested Friday
night on suspicion of having robbed R.
H. Hassen, a recent arrival from Boston,
admitted their guilt in the matter at the
police court yesterday afternoon, and
were gentenced to two years in the
penitentiary. The facts of the case as
told to the court by Datective Perdue
were in effect the same as related in yes-
terday’s issue of the CoLONTST.

When given a chance to say some-
thing in his own behalf before sentence
was passed, Dalton told how he had gone
into the lavatory of the Queen’s hotel
with Kersey, while Hassen was lying
there asleep. He did mnot touch
him or see anyone else do so,
but after they had got outside Kersey
handed him about $200 in $20 bills. He
did not know that this money was stolen.
He had never before been’ convicted of
any misdemeanor except drunkenness.

Kersey gave a direct contradiction to
the statements of his associate, and
shifted the responsibility to him. Ker-
sey came to Victoria some time ago from
Vancouver, where his parents reside.
He had been convicted in Vancouver
once on a charge of stealing 40 cents.’
The magistrate, in delivéring sen-
tence, remarked on the youth of the
prizoners and gave them some good ad-
vice to think over during the term of

enal servitude which is before them.
f&[t. Hassen will recover about $125 of
the stolen money, but he is not quite
sure whether he will be able to.continue
his journey north on the amount which
he will then have.

THE LADIES LOVE HIM.

Such Is the Peculiar Hallucination of De-
mented Lee Toon.

Lee Toon, or Lee Tong Tum, as he
called himself when arrested Friday
night for loitering around the Dunsmuir
residence, will have his mental condition
looked into on Monday afternoon. He
stood in the prisoners’ dozk at the police
court yesterday and modestly admitted
that half a dozen white women were
anxious to marry him. There is noth-
ing attractive about this unfortunate in-
dividual, except it be that there is a
strong hint of lunacy in the expression
of his face. That he is crazy beyond
doubt was the conclusion arrived at bty
the magistrate, the interpreter and
others present in the court.

The interpreter, who knows the pris-
oner, says that for nearly a year past he
has been possessed of a mania in regard
to his own attractiveness. He wanders
about at nights and loiters around differ-
ent places awaiting the arrival of some
woman with whom he imagines he has
an appointment. The fact that the ex-
pected one does not keep the engage-
ment does not seem to bother him or
change his mind in the least as to the
fidelity of his imaginary bride.

S AR

THE police magistrate yesterday gave
a severe lesson to a couple of sneak
thieves, Daniel Cullen and J. McDonald.
They stole a hat from one of the rooms
in the Russ house and also carried off
half a dozen shirts from a Johnson street
clothing store. A sentence of six months
in jail with hard labor was the result,
and should be a deterrent to crooks from
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people busy in Victoria and occupying
the public attention, the

advancing.

A .| events of more than usual importance in
Two Men Who Were Indulging in|this respect, the meetings of the Orange

of these conventions, and among the

R. H. Haseen, of Boston, a guest at|{ . ¢ha coming year are several repre-

Mr. Hasgen arrived in the city a few |at the meetinge.

GRAND LODGE MEKTINGS.

Their Annual Gatherings—New
Lodges Opened. .

Though the Yukon trade is keeping

fraternal
societies are steadily keeping their work
The past week has seen two

Grand Lodge in Vancouver, and of the
A.0.U.W, Grand Lodge at. Nanaimo.
Victoriaeent itsshare of delegates to each

officers elected to prominent positions
setative for this city.

Lodge returned to Victoria delighted
with the reception they received in the
Coal City, and report that the greatest
harmony and good feeling prevailed

future of the order they describe as very

bright, the reports read showing that

there are the best prospects for a rapid

increase all along the line. The B8u-

preme Grand Lodge meets in Asbury

Park, New Jersgey, in June.

In hie report to the Orange Grand
Lodge, retiring Grand Master Jackson
reported that a new lodge, No. 1,683,had
been institated at Slocan City during the
past year and he commended to the
brethren the holding of one central pro-
vincial celebration for the 12th of July.
He reported also that greater interest is
being taken in the order by the lodges.
D.8.C.R.,J. H. Falconer returned
yesterday from visiting Comox, Alberni
and Nangimo courts of the I. O. F. He
reports everything there in a very satis-
factory condition. While in Alberni he
instituted a new lodge named Court Al-
berni, with a good membership. Large
additions to the order in Union and
Nanaimo are also reported. At Union
he was presented with an address.

The Sir William Wallace Society had
a more than ordinarily interesting meet-
ing on Friday evening last, the pro-
grame including songs by Mr. W. Mec-
Kenzie, a singer and composer newly
arrived from Australia. :
PRy

ENGINEERS VOLUNTEERING.

Thirty-Three Thousand Tender Their Ser-
vices to President McKinley Should
War Break Out.

NeEw York, March 11.—The Herald
to-day says: Geo. Uhler, president of
the Marine Engineers’ Benevolent As-
sociation of the United States, has gone
from this city to Washington to offer
President McKiuley the services of 33,-
000 marine engineers in the event of
war. At the request of many prominent
members of that body, an explanatory
circular was sent to all local associations
just after the Maine affair. Each local
organization was asked fo report to
national headquarters, Philadelphia, at
the earliest possible moment, the num-
ber of men who would be willing.to en-
list. President Uhler states that he has
heard from all local associations and
each had offered all members after
unanimously voting to do so.

MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST.

Grand Lodge A.O U.W. Will Not Secede—
Colonists Arriving,

WixNipeg, March 11.—(Special)—At
the anbual meeting of the Manitoba
A.0.U-W. Grand Lndge here a motion
laid ov¥er from last session to the effect
that this Grand Lodge secede from the
supreme lodge, was put to the Grand
Lodge as a test and was defeated by a
unanimous standing vote.

The first through colonist train over
the Grand Trunk lines and connections
reached bere to-day. There were about
forty people on board.

Henri Royal, sen of ex-Lieutenant-
Governor Royal, has joined the ranksof
the French Liberals in St. Boniface.

THE BOMBAY RIOTS.

I'wenty-Five Victims of the Plague Taken
From the Troubled District—Plot to
Slay Europeans.

Bomeay, March 10.—Search parties
examined all the houses in the riot dis-
trict to-day. They sound 25 persons
suffering from the plague and some
rioters.

The authorities believe that the heads
of the Jutai community instigated the
riot for other than plague reasons. It is
understood that a general rising and
murder of Europeans were originally
projected for to-morrow. The town is
now quiet but the patrolling continues.

CALIFOBRNIA STORM.

The Worst in Many Years’ Experience Off
the Coast—Damage in San Fran-
cisco Harbor.

Sax Francisco, March 10.—Not eince
1874, when a severe northern storm did
thousands of dollars’ damage to ship-
ping in the port and to the city’s docks,
has a woree gale swept over the bay than
that which sprung up at midnight last
night. The wind blew steadily from
the mnorth wuntil 38 o’clock this
morning, causing ships in the stream
to drag their anchors and those
at the vpiers to bump against
the sides of mooring piles, carrying away
rails and not only damaging themselves,
but the state’s waterfront property. The
gale subsided into a brisk northwest
breeze at 7 a.m., but it left a pretty good
sea running,

The coasting steamer Eureka lies on
the bottom of the harbor. It will cost
several thousand dollars to raise her.
The bay is filled with the wreckage of
docks, scows, schooners, derricks and
rafts, while wharves were shaken to
their foundations.

The damage along the front from How-
ard street north will amount in round
figures, including damage to shipping, to
$200,000.

—e G e

GeNERAL regret will be felt by all
classes of the community at the news
from Toronto that Mr. James Hutche-
son, of the Westside, is lying very dan-
gerously ill of pnenmonia in the Qntarlo
city. Mr. Hutcheson left home in ex-
cellent health a short time ago, on the
firm’s annual purchasing trip, and it
was not until be ‘reached Toronto that
his illness developed. Soon it had as-
sumed a most critical eomplexion, and
at last advices little hope was being held
out of his recovery. Mrs. Hutcheson,

WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY.

Victorian Order of Nurses Prepar-
ing for Duty in the Frozen
Northlana.

Mr. Manroe Miller on Proeuring

Loans for Farmers—The Police
Inquiry.

To T EpiTor:—Every newspaper we
take up tells us of fresh travellers to the

The delegates to the A.0.U.W. Grand" gjondike. Allow me to tell your readers
of the Victorian Order' of Nurses Klon-
dike Expedition.

Those who have read letters from

The outlook for the|pjoneers who have gone into the coun-

try and especially any who have noted
letters from the missionaries who were
sent forward, will remember the em-
phasis laid upon the sufferings of those
who have been overtaken by accident or
illness or frost-bite. Under these cir-
cumstances the hardships which press
heavily enough on travellers in perfect
health must become terribleindeed ; and
heavy must be the hearts of those whose
friends and relatives are amongst the
adventurers who are seeking their for-
tunes in these ‘inhospitable regions.
And let alone the ordinary chances of
sickness, we need reflect bnt little be-
fore we realize how great must be the
danger from epidemics and fevers dur-
ing the brief intense summer in a dis-
trict where no eanitary arrangements
exist, where swamps abound and where
crowds are pressiug in day by day.

The work of the Victorian Order is but
in its infancy, and it needs all its re-
sources . at the present tima for
the work of its training homes
now being started at Ottawa,
Montreal, Toronto, Halifax and else-
where. But the provisional committee
felt that it could not remain deaf to a
call-such as this for help, and decided
that the order must prove at once its
national character and its worthiness of
the name it bears by sending a contin-
gent of Victorian Nurses to the Yukon
to work under the direction of the med-
ical men there. Four fully trained effi-
cient Canadian nurses of ex perience will,
therefore, be ready to start for their ar-
duous post by the end of March or socn-
er, if we receive sufficient special contri-
butions to equip them.

The government are affording us all
possible facilities and assistance and the
nurses will be under the special protec-
tion of the Northwest Mounted Police.
But it is estimated that the  outfit, the
year’s provisions and the medical appli-
ances for each nurse will not come to
less than a thousand dollars for each.
And then we must guarantee their sal-
aries, although we fully believe that the
patients will be willing to give ample re-
muneration for the nureses services and
that, once on the spot, the Victorian Or-
der will not lack for means for prosecut-
ing and developing its work.

‘Those devoted women fear not to face
the perils and privations which the'r
mission must necessarily impose on
them. On the contrary, they rejoice at
such an opportunity being afforded so
soon to the Victorian Order to show
what nurses may do for suffering hu-
manity under the most adverse circum-
stances. And as they are prepared to
go forth in this spirit we fear not to send
them, and, we are confident -that we
shall not appeal in vain to their coun-
trymen and countrywomen to supply
the Victorian Order with adequate
means toequip them fully. Contribu-
tions to the Viectorian Order Klondike
Expedition may be either sent to me di
rect at Government House, Ottawa, or to
Mrs. Edward Griffin, treasurer of the
fund, the Russell House, Ottawa.

ISHBEL ABERDEEN,
Goveggment -House, Ottawa, March 4,
1
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CHEAP MONEY.

To tHE EpITOR:—Your editorial of
yesterday imbues me with a desire to fly
to print.

Your article is a good one, inasmuch
as it sets one to thinking about what
you call *“ lack of correct business prin-
ciples ”’ on the part of farmers.

Now, sir, let 8 man understand busi-
ness principles never so well, unless he
has a fulcrum on which to rest his lever,
depend upon it he will never move the
world ; but, my dear gir, give him a ful-
crum in the shape of an overdraft up to
50 per cent. of the value of his crop at
harvest time, and he will furnish the
lever with which to swing his crop,
make some money for himself and give
the people generally the benefit of lower
rates for his‘produce.

As things are at present—always have
been and poseibly always will be—the
majority of men who engage in agricul-
ture are men of small means; they do
not understand banking (for that mat-
ter, who outside of a banker does?), they
simply plod along, toiling incessantly to
secure a crop, which, when it arrives,
calls for capital to handle same - a thing
which they do not possess. Then comes
the crisis—money they must have or
the whole year’s work is lost, and Mr.
keen, shrewd middle-man, who sows
not, neither does he reap (excepting
other men’s crops), steps ia and says:
“ I will give you so much for yeur crop
on the wharf, and to make it business-
like bere is g0 much on account.” He
buys at his own figure, stores, and when
the market is right sells at his own
price—makes at least decent profits,
whilst the poor devil of a farmer goes
right to work and repeats for next year
what he has done this..

Briefly, for a remedy: Let the gov-
ernment establish warehouses, receive
crops, advance to the producer up to 50
per cent. of the value of his-crop at har-
vest time, on his warehouse receipte,
charging a reasonable interest for th.
money, recouping themselves out o
sales when the farmer has it to sell, ana
the farmers will neither ask nor want
their homes to be encumbered with
mortgages, the government will be con-
ferring a great blessing upon a patient,
hard-working portion of the community
and deriving increased revenue from a
vastly greater amount of improved lands
than are at present assessable.

Mu~NROE MILLER.

GREAT BRITAIN’S MISSION.

To THE EDITOR :—When - a pation has

who returned yesterday from ‘'a visit to

the Sound who have any idea of preying

on this community for a living.

present time.

attained to the important position that

Seattle iriends, is hereelf quite ill at the | Great Britain now occupigs, to compre-

hend 1t rightly, and its adaptation for

the future, in other words it mission, a
retrospective glance of her past career
will be of service, showing how ehe
acguitted herself as the nation * Whose
flag hes braved a thousand years the
battle and the breeze.”” It will then be
discovered that contemporary nations,
France, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Hol-
land, during that period did not keep
pace with Great Britain, and that our
country must be regarded as the fittest
survivor. But with an advancing age
new powers with their opposing influ-
ence that a century before were but in
embryo, have sprung into importance.
Prussia now known as Germany, Rus-
sia the United States of America, and in
connection with them the Papal and
Sultan powers, all presenting them-
selves in formidable array with new dif-
ficulties to encounter, and the necessity
entailed upon our own country of adap-
tations to meet emergencies. At such

-times, from those jealous of Great

Britain’s supremacy, we ehall some-
times hear that our country is old, has
seen her best days, and must share the
fate of all old countries, that of decline
and decay. The reply to such observa-
tions is, that if our country is old, the
men who preside over her destinies have
all the vigor of youth, that if her insti-
tutions are time-honored, venerable
from age, and hoar in antiquity, in their
every day working they have all the
freshnees, energy and enterprise of
youth, that our country has before her a
great and glorious fature, and an im-
portant mission to fulfil, in which the
fashioning haund of Great Britain will
be wanted. Yee, and that important
mission is being fulfilled. It can be
seen in the benificence and example of
her rule and government—in her phil-
anthropy—in her extended com-
merca with its civilizing influence.
In ber splendid scheme of colonization,
providing new homes and happiness for
her people and increased wealth to the
nation, in her desire by missionary labor
and expenditure to cause the glad tid-
ings of the Gospel to be made known to
the uttermost parts of the earth; in
short, by her comprehension of the
spirit of the age, and being ever on the
alert to keep pace with its requirements.
In face of such distinctive evidences of
life, animation and progress, one looks
in vain for signs of national decline,
Sach glowing representations of the
position of our country do not proceed
from any feeling of national exultation,
but as grateful acknowledgment of being
so supremely blest, and moreover as
divinely favored by the directing hand
of Providenee beckoning her onward and
upward. W.K.B.

BASKET BALL.
TO-MORROW’S WARM ATTRACTION.

To-morrow evening at the drill hall
promises to witness the hottest game of
basket ball that has yet been seen in
this city—or in the province for that
matter. The comveting teams are the
veteran ‘‘ Wasps,”” whose record in-
cludes but two losses in the season ; and
the leaders in the championship series,
the J.B.A.A.’s, whose single defeat thus
far was accomplished by the same men
who will endeavor to duplicate the per-
formance on Monday. The Bay team
will be composed of F. Widdowson, H.
Galbraith, H. Jesse, W. Stephen, A. E.
Belfrey, W. Young, A. H. Finlaison and
R. Jesse. The sub is S. M¢B. Smith.

HOCKEY.
PREPARING FOR BATTLE.

The hockey club had a practice at Oak
Bay yesterday afternoon in preparation
for the coming match with Vancouver.
Next Saturday the team selected to play
.the Terminal City-will engage the rest
of the club, for gracﬁce. The match
with Vancouver is for Saturday week.

THE OAR.
DEFINITE ACTION POSTPONED.

The executive of the North Pacific As-
soeiation of Amateur Oarsmen was to
have decided last evening the exact date
on which the annual regatta will this
year be held, Victoria being the scene of
the all-important aquatic tournament.
There were present at the Driard Mr. J.
8. Yates, vice-president of the associa-
tion, Mr. Robertson of the Van-
couver Rowing Club, Mr. Russell of the
Burrards, and Mr. H. D. Helmcken,
president and delegate of the James
Bays. Portland at the last minute
failed to connect, sending a proxy in-
stead, but in view of the extreme cour-
tesy always extended by the men of the

action to a second meeting, to be called
by the chair at such date as ‘may be con-
venient to the Oregon representative.
The regatta will probably be fixed for
some pleasant afternoon in late July.

The C.P.R. will make Wrangel Island
a live place. Mr. C. E. Perry, the en-
gineer who had charge of the Slocan
branch of the C.P.R., has located at
Wrangel, at which place the C.P.R. has
acquired Sylvester’s interest in the
water front, paying for it the
sum of $i",000, in addition to
which the residents of the place
paid $3,000. Within nine days after the
purchase the population of Wrangel was
increased by 900 people.- A number of
the civil engineers who worked with Mr.
Perry on the Slocan branch will also
make Wrangel their home for the time
being. These include Meesrs. Webster,
Fielding Blandy, Conly, Streed and
Harvey.

TEeE honorary treasurer of the British
Columbia Protestant Orphan’s Home
acknowledges the receipt of a check for
$500 from Mr. Thos. J. Worthington and
Mrs. M. E. Kenworthy, executors of the
estate of the late James Porter, the sum
having been left as a legacy to the home.
The matron of the home acknowledges
the following donations for February:
Cakes, Mr. Levi; colothing, Miss Mit-
chell, Mrs. J. Renouf; clothing and
platee, Mrs. Croft ; cloth, Mrs. C. Kent;
clnthiog and preserves, Mrs. J. Hutche-
s..0; clothing and candy, Mrs. W.R.
‘tiggine; dripping, Mr. Jack; buttons,
Ars. J, Williams; clothing, apples and

! andy, Mrs. H. Dallas Helmcken; and

~applee, Mrs. Erb.
MONEY IN SARDINES.

An English Syndicate Making Very Heavy
Investment in Maine.

BaNGoR, Me., March 10.—S. C. Stev-
ens, of Brooklyn, Maine, was here to-
day on his way to New York from a trip
along the coast, where he has just
secuted an option on all the sardine
factories in the state for a syndicate of
English capitalists. There are 53 fac-
tories in Maine. Mr. Stevens has an
option on them for 90 days at a figure
representing nearly $1,500,000. The
Enpglish syndicate represent a capital of

$3|0001000'

Webfoot City, it was decided to defer |P

PRRLS 7 THE TRAL

Hayward, the Correspondent, Under-
estimated Them, and Almost
Dies in Consequence.

Frozen and Suffering He Now Awaits
Death at a Little Cabin on
the Dyea Trail.

When the London Daily Mail sert its
vouthful eorrespondent, John W, Haye
ward, into the Klondike country about
four months ago,it was with instructions
to pay no attention to what is ordinarily
known as news, but send back as many
stories of thrilling adventure as he could
pick up. Sensation is what the people
want about the Yukon country, the edi-
tor bad said, and that’s what we’ll have
t> give them.

“And so I don’t want to know any-
thing about the output, past or prospec-
tive, or the geological formation of the
country, or the statistics of the Klondike
generally,”” explained Hayward as he
chatred at the New England the night

before he left Victoria on his mission.
I am to thrill the British public, and I
fancy I can hand them some great yarns
before I get through to Daweson.”’

But poor Hayward’s startlers have yet
to be published. The only tale of ad-
venture in connection with his ill-con-
ceived expedition is to be written of and
not by him, for at the last reports from
the North he was dying from pneumonia
or meningitis, superinduced by expo-
sure, at a rude and eeldom visited cabin
on the Dyea trail. The only compan-
ions of his solitude are an old Indian and
his wife, who do not understand and
scarcely sympathize with the young
Englishman. At Dyea it is firmly be-
lieved that the next parties coming out
will bring news of the correspondent’s
death. .

The ease illustrates forcibly the dan-
ger of sending on such a detail a man of
limited newspaper experience—although
be did accompany the Jackson-Harms-
worth Arctic expedition—and one pos-
sessing not the slightest knowledge of
the conditions of the country to be pene-
trated. Hayward had every confidence
in himeself, and when other correspond-
ents pointed out to him the dangerous
folly of some of his plans, his reply was
usually a relf-confident emile, or the
comment ‘* You can’t ‘string’ me that
way, you know.””

At Dvea he was warned that an old
veteran would not trust to the route at
that season. He went on. Further up
the trail his Indian guides cautioned
him agzain and again, telling him that a
bad storm was in the air,and it was
madness to attempt the passage of the
little lake he had then reached. He per-
sisted. Then the whirling tempest of
bitter wind, and snow, and ice that cut
like little knives, overwhelmed him.
His outfit was lost, and when he was
picked up by the Indians returning on
the cessation of the storm, his feet, legs,
arms, nose, ears and portions of his body
were 80 badly frozen that at first it was
believed he was past resuscitation.

He revived, however, after several
hours, and was borne to the nearest
eabin on the trail, whose poor accommo-
dations were freely placed at his dis-
posal. - There he. was when Herman
Groth and two Indian companions came
through to the coast about three weeks
ago. Whether he will ever be able to
move inward or homeward from that
desolate camp in the wilderness, no one
can say with positiveness. Groth thinks
not.

OTICE—Sixty days after date I intend to
make application to the Honorable the
uhief Commissioner of Lands and Works for
permission to purchase one hundred and sixty
(160) acres of 1and on the east side of Kitimaat
Inner Harbor, described as follows: Commenc-
ing at T. M. Miller’s routheast corner pott,
thence 40 chains west, thence 40 chaims south,
1hence 40 chains more or less east to shore line,
thence north along shore line to point of com-
mencement.
A.J. CAMPBELL.
March 9th. 1898. m10

OTICE—Sixty days after date I intend to
make application to the Chief Commie-
soner of Lands and Works for permission to
urchase one hundred and sixty (160) acres ot
land at Bella Ccola, descrited as follows:
Commencing at south-east post of lot two (2),
Raoge ¥, Coast Distriet, thence south 40 chains,
thence west 40 chains, thence north 40 chains,
thence east to the point of commencement.
JOHN CLAYTON.
March 9, 1898, mi10

No'ncﬁ—smy days after date, I, Hugh
Sutherland, intend to apply to the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works for permls-
sion to purchase the following describea land
situate at Kitimat Arm, Coast District: Com-
mencing at & post marked H. Sutherland, south-
east coruer; said postbeingsituate at the nor th-
east corner of land applied for by D. D. Mann,
thence north 40 chaine, thence west 40 cbains,
thence south-40 chains, thence east 40 chains to
the point of commencement, containing 160

acres, m e
»moreorless. o oH SUTHERLAND.
Kitimat Arm, February 24, 1893. m10

OTICE—8ixty days alter date I intend to
N make -ppl?caugn 10 the Honorable the

Ch ef Commissioner of Lards and Works for
permission to purchase one hundred and sixty
(1603 acres of land described as follows: Com-
mencing at the north eest corner of D. R Ir-
vine’s claim on east s.de of Kitimaat Inner
Harbour, thence 40 chains north, tnence 40
chains west, thence south to shore line and
along the shoie line to D. K. Irvine’s north-
west corner, thence 40 chains, more or less, east
to point of commencement.

M, E. OLIVER.
Dated March 9, 1898, ml

OTICE—Sixty days after date Iintend to

N make application to the Honorable ithe
Chie* Commissior.er of Lands and Works for
permission to purchase one hundred and sixty
(160) acres of land on the east side of Kitimaat
Inner Barbor described as follows: Commenc-
ing at T. M. Miller’s north-west corner, thence
40 cbains west, thence 40 chains south, thence
40 chains east, thence 40 ehains north to point

of commencement,
R. H, SWINERTON.
March 9, 1898, mi10

OTICE—8ixty days after date I intend to
make application to the Honourable the
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for
permission to purchase one hundred and sixty
(160) acres of land described as follows: Com-
inencin at a post on the east side of Kitimaat
nner
thenee 40 chains east; thence 40 chaius north;
thence 40 chains more or less west to the shore;
thence south along the shore line to the point
of commencement.
D. R. IRVINE.
mlo

March 9th, 1898,

NOTICE—Sixty days after date I intend to
make application to the Honorable the
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for

rmission to purchase one hundred and sixty
160) acres of land on the east side of Kitimaat
nner Harbor deseribed as follows: Commenc-
ing at the northeast corner of M. E.Oliver’s
claim, thence 40 chains west, thence 40 chains
south, thence 40 chains more or less east to
shore line, thence north along shore line to W.
E. Oliver’s southwest corner, thence 40 chains
more or less north to point ol'lfnmmmname 2

M. MILLER.
March 9th, 1898, mlQ

. finances of the situation, asub

arbor about one mile from head of inlet -
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Two Brazilian Battles)
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WasHINGTON, March
.day was not marked by g
portant events the histo
just closed will form a r@
can be accomplished in a |
time under the epur of n
vide for naval defense. HBE
the appropriation of tifty R
expended by the Pr
limitation, there follo
the placing of orderd
mous quantities of
the institation of negoti
purchase of ships abroad,
of men for the navy, the ¢
additional regiments of

.commissioning of monitorg

rams, the manning of nd

the sea coasts, and finally

ment of the great military
to meet modern condition|
practice.

Hope for the best and p
worst about represents the
the war and navy depar
days. The officials expreg
that there is to be a peacefy
the present threatening d
meanwhile prepare seren
their duty if evente should
selves otherwise,

A most important and si
velopment is the decision d
naval committee to place i
appropriation bill a provisi
new battleships, and the ¢
the part of the secretary of
an order creating a new mil
ment, including within its d
part of the country which
all likelihood nearest to the
titities in case it should
The order willcreate a comn
South.

The present department
abolished, and the headqua:
have been at San Antonio, T}
many years are abandoned.
the old department is created
the Department of the South|
Graham, at present commarn
Department of Texas, will co
new department. This depa

" will include the states of
Georgia, Florida, Alabama,
Louiesiana and Texas.

The officials of the war deps

straining every nerve to im
part of the defences of the cdg
fined to their care. It isa nf
usual confidence in, an execu
to empower him to give orde
limit for the purchase of w
Yet this is what the Presider
retary Alger have done in t
General Flagler, chief of ord:
that officer has not shown a
tion to shirk this large resy
but hae instructed every conce
of supplying war material su
firing guns, shot, shell and m
go to work at full capacity.

The navy department has n
to believe it has secured the
ships Amsazon and sister ship 1
ing 1n England for Brazil. It
to the cabinet by secretary
the attache at London, Lieute
Colwell, had almost completd
gotiations so far, however, the
fication from him that his offd
accepted has not yet reached
department.

The President held a long
about noon to-day with
Alger, Long and Gage. It is
that the subject of discussig

could not be fully treated at t}
meeting yesterday owing to
session. After the conference
ment was again made with th
sthat has characterized every,
on the subject by the Presig
stitutional advisers, that up
administration have sbio
knowledge of the cause of th
to the Maine, and that it has
of any kind from the court of
anyone connected with it.

. The board of naval bureau
it impossible to pass judgmen
ington upon the fitness for na:
of vessels that may be offe
auxiliary branch of the navy g
ouns seaports, 8o they have bee
their work by the creation of
board which undertakes to vis
the ports where ships may be ¢
make a careful personal ing
the various craft.

The war talk has had the m
of bringing before the war an
partmeats a perfect flood of s
and inventions. Many of theg
remarkable—balloone, flying
kites and the like, centipede I
ers with manifold propellers
pedoes of fearful and wonderf
tion. Some of them are given
and referred to the proper au
investigation, but not much
from them.

The war department will o
open bids for one oi the larges
shot and shell for heavy cs
ever given, including armou
pro{ectilea and deck piercings
shells. The projectiles are for
fortification guns now mouy
the sea coast. The purchase i
made under the $50,000,000 d
propriation bill, but is in anti
the fortification bill, which g

for a reserve supply of
and powder.

ANoTHER gold hunter from
States who is convinced and
ing others that Victoria is a
ter outfitting point than any ¢
erican cities is C. H. Ilyar, o
‘Cal. Mr. Ilyar is accompan
trip by Wm. Rose, A. Handy!
Norton. They anived in Vil
Friday, af.er looking over th¢
the.sonth. and have decided
their outfits here. The part
tered at the Wilson house.
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