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A Select Committee and that
was heard of it, and

when

tunity to tell the ladies,
tended the meetings in
numbers, that he would

to support the Bill to
Ca l.’ mdu -

y go baek to

and tell the
he did not support the measure, Now
when T say that it is mnot a part
measure I do not say that it is not
an important measure, bhecause it is.
It is extremely important, In it we
must he prepared to double the fran-
chise of the people of this Island, We
are prepared to douhle wup the re-
gponsibility, and ‘that is something
that no member should consider other
than very carefully. He cannot look
upon it as a joke. It 4§98 serious mat-
ter and one that cannot but be well
considered in this House. g

I have seen where “Some of the
members of this House said that they
could not do anything without first
consulting their constituency. In
this case the constituents have been

very well consulted. This Bill has-

been up since 1920 and I feel satis-
fled that members of this House can
well assume that their constituents
are in accord. So, Mr. Speaker, I say
that while it is not a party measure
jt is an important measure. I sai
in my remarks at the opening of this
Assembly that there are three ques-
tions which we had tp ask ourselves
and the first and most important
is whether we will give the fran-
chise to women at all. Before we
answer that question I think that we
ought to give some little consideration
to what our neighbours have done.
It is not always necessary to follow
the example of our neighbours, but at
‘the same time it is always advisable
to know what they have doneé and
what has been their experience and
what has been thé result of their
actions. We find on going over the
records that New South Wales, a col-
ony of Australia, granted the Muni-
cipal Franchise to the women in 1867,
or 58 years ago. The first country
that granted the full - franchise
was- New Zealand -in 1893, or
thirty-two years ago. The colon-
ies of Australia formed them-
selves into a Commonwealth- in
1901, and at the very mnext session
of the legislature they voted ‘a . full
measure of franchise to the women.
In Canada we find that the first fran-
chise was given the women in 1917,
That was when Sir Robert Borden
went to the country on the question
of Conscription and a Bill was pas-
sed to permit the " widows, wives,
mothers and 'daughfers of the -mem-
bers of the Caumadian Expeditionary
Force to vote at. that election. In
1918, the dext year, the Canadians got
the full measure of the franchise at
the age of twenty-one for women.
Now let us turn to the Old Country
and sée what they have done, The
lawlessness of the suffragettes is a
very well known historic feature in
England. They mobbed the Cabinet
ministers, chained themselves on the
rafling of Downing Street, théy went
on huniger strikés and had to be for-
cihly fed, they assaulted public his-
toric monuments such as St. Paul’s
and WestmMster Abhey, the British
Museum and the National Gallery.
The House of Commons had to have
the doors guarded against the en-
trance of women. I feel that there are
many in this room who think that
this action on the part of the yomen
did not advance their interestd at all,
I feel sure that most reasonable wo-
men will admit that while the suffer-
ing of the women is very admirable
in as mueh as it was very courageous,
at the same time we cannot but think
that it did not do anything to advance
the matter in the opinton of that time,
Whilsts this widening movement on
part of the suffragettes was going
on the war came on, and the suffra-
gettes dropped their enthusiasm to go
about the business of the war, I need
not' relate what the women of Eng-
land did.during the war. Everybody
knows how they took the men’s plades
in every phase of life and comtribut-
ed so enormously towards the result
of the war. I need only state that the
result was that when Parliament niet
in 1918 they voted a full measure of
franchise for the women of England
at the age of thirty by seven to one—
the same Parliament that had refused
the vote to women sometime previous-
ly. In 1919 a further provision was
made to give the women the right to
become justices of the peace and to
sit on juries. I may say that in con-
nection with that matter a cousin of
mine, a sister of Hon. Mr. Alderdice,
of the Colonial Cordage Company, is
a Justice of the Peace in the North of
Ireland and I am satisfled that she is
able to do the dutiés of the office as
well as any man who ever held the
position. The first woman to be elect-
ed to the British House of Parliament
was strangely enough an enemy of
Great Britain and an alien. She was
the Countess Markievieg,and was the
first to be elected to the British House
of Commons. - The Irish Sinn Feiners

refused to sit in the House of Parlia- |

ment to which they had been-elec¢ted
so that Lady Astor was the first wo-
man to sit in the British House of
Parliament,. In 1928 there wene sbven
women elected to the House of Parlia-
ment in Britain; in 1924 the number
was reduced to three. So then it does

‘women . are going to |

e

Sttne men

e
we ‘should e ) \
Canada they have made it twenty-one.
In England they have made thirty
the age. I think that in England a

large number of the women do nolf

yote., A large number of them are
very indifferent about it and I :think
that one might be inelined to imagine
that a great many young maidens jus.
passed thirty would be a little diffid-
ent about going to a phhblic’ "booth.
However that may be [ am inclined

to believe that the age to give it woi!d !

be twenty-five. » !

I don’t concede at all that the wo-
man is not as well gualified to vote
at twepty-one as the man is, but I
have my doubts as. to' whether the
vote ought to have been givem to the
men at twenty-one, At the same time
1 think, if the votes were given to’
the women at the age of twenty-five
it would meet the point. The mnext
question is what privileges we are te
extend to the women undér the vote?
And this Bill gives permission to the
women to sit in the House of As-
sembly exactly on the same terms:as
the men do, and their priveleges are
exactly the same. The Bill calls for
a2 woman sitting in the House of As-
sembly to have an income of four huxn-
dred and eighty dollars, or she must
be the owner of property to the value
of twenty-five hundred dollars. 0;
course, I don’t say that the women
are going to make a desperate effort
to get into the House of Assembly,
but if they are given the vote I sub-
mit that they should be given the
right to get the proper people to re-
presept them.

Mr. Speaker, I shall be making
more remarks on this subject when it
goes imto Committee. 1 only < wish |
to introduce this Bill this afternooh, |
but I want to sum up my few remarks |
now by saying that all arguments go
{o show that the women of Newfound- |
land are merely looking for their just |
rights, and the question we hawé to
ask ourselves ig this House this af-
ternoon is: Are we going: to give way
to their wvery reasonable requests?
Are we going to give the women what
they are askingfor? Or are we going
tc make the public pronouncement
that, in the opinion of the majority.
of this House, the women of this
country are less deserving, the intelli-
gence of the women of this conntry is
less developed and the judgment of
the women of this country is less to
be depended upon than that of thé
women of any other part of the
English-speaking world?”

1 have much pleasure, Mr, Speaker
in moving the second reading of the
Bill,

The Minister. of Justice second
the motion said ‘he was aiways
supporter of equal rights, He took
the position that when a woman ask-
éd for the vote he had no right to re-
fuse. It was a question of principal
and not of politics wether a woman
had the right to vote or not, His ex-
perience has been that from the
standpoint of discernment the matur-
ed judgment of women was more
balanced than that of men., Women
had a difference status now than they
had twenty years ago, having be-
oame in the meantime more inde-
pendent they are to be found filling
all sorts of positions, He admitted
that household duties was womans
primary calling and it was most un~
fair to try and dodgé the issue by say-
ing that women should be excluded
from public life, owing to the effect
on her temperamentally. In conclud-
ing he expressed-himself as having no
fears as to the result and that women
would use their right quite as intelli-

gentliy as men do, &3
Mr, Warren stated that hi arty

was going to vote for Woman Sufir-
age. He pointed out that althogh the
Prime Minister disclaimed any idea of
making it a party measure he gave to
his opening remarks a party tinge in
gpeaking of the history of the Bill
Mr. Warren pointed out that it was
always understood that the Bill
would not be a party measure and
when he presented a petition signed
by 7,600 women he stated he was not
committing himself to support Wo-
man Suffrage. He did not think that
the "Prime Minister was altogether
fair in saying that the iladies were
treated with discontent because the
Bill was not proceeded with. Mr.
Warren thought that all the members
of the House should support the Bill.
He believed that by giving of Votes to.
women coupled with 'the redistribu-
tion bill not only a lasting but benefi-
cial effect on the future elections im
the country will be fet. Before clos-
ing Mr. Warren intimated that he
would probably move for the Amend-
ment of the Bill so that woman may
get the vote at 21 instead of 25..

MAJOR CASHIN in speaking on the |

measure from the point of view of the
ex-gervice  man, pointed out very
graphically the splendid work done:

by women in the War, and thought it{.

t.himu; Inf
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earning power of its young women:
The present administration, he con-
tinued, stand for a square deal to all,
and that included the women. So he
hoped that the Bill would pass : the
House unanimously.

MR. -P, MOORE thought that as it
was an evening for testifying it was
an opportune time to place himself
on record as favouring Woman's
Franchise. He was canvassed by one
lady who was present to vote for the
bill, and by othérs to opp: it. He
was glad of the opportufity to give
the measure his hearty support.

MR, W, J. BROWNE said he had
been interested in the Franchise
queation for a number of years, The
many features of women's war work
had greatly impressed him, He had no
doubt of their might to vote, and the |
argument that it would take women
out of their proper sphere—the home
-—needed no answer, He pointed out
that government is for the people, |
and women are part of the people, and :
in all countries where civilization has
advanced - the power of government
is in the hands of the people, He felt |
sure that the male voters of the West‘
End of St. John's would welcome the
women.

. THE MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES supporting the motion
stated he was one-of the first candi-!
dates t0 promise the women of Bona-
vista to support & Woman’s Franchise |
Bill. He felt that the women are as|
competent to vote as 90 per cent. of |
the men, Capt. Winsor like the pre-|
cedipg speakers was heartily ap-
plauded, et I

MR. HALFYARD stated that he was
voting for the bill although it might
w&‘ construed by some that his |
attitude in the past was one of l’l'ulu!-'t

£

had no bearing on the matter at the
present time,- e

MR. J, C. PUDDESTER said the bill
would have his Hhearty support. He

T
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; i
ing, after which the Prime Minister!
moved the adjournment ‘of the Hmmei

yuntil 3 pan. to-day. ,

Arlie Marks Plays - |

4

Adorable “Flapper”

CLEVER ARTISTS MAKE BIG HIT
. IN CASINO LAST NIGHT.

Those who respond to genuine en-'

tertainment in the form of thrills
and laughs, will have a great time at
tho Casino when they see “'The Flap-
per” as played by Arlle Marks and her
associates, “The Flapper” is a bill
that is chock full of all the elem
a 8t “John's theatre-goer des
when he goes shopping for entert
ment, !
Miss Arlie Marks as Kitty Burns
did ample justice to the role. - Her
performance was delightful, contain-
ing lots of real humor and deft touch-
es of characterizations,  Lindsay E.
Perrin in the role of Flip Edwards
puts over .a lot real comedy "whieh
causes roars of laughter from the
audience, Mr. Perrin js a differeni
type of comedian than we have been
used to seeing, and, we may venture a

| little farther by saying a better type

of comedian. - Miss Agnes Stutz as
Mrs. Edwards fitted the role perfectly

and gives it all the desired expression

and' realism Clancy 1s very cleverly
taken by that popular artiste Paul

Brady. Mr. Brady gives a most excel- | ;8

lent performance and his acting is in-'
deed realistic. Walter Deluna and

Louise Addel in the roles of Mr, Burn-' }4
{‘ham and Hope Nelson * respectively [}

give creditable accounts of themselves.
W. L, (Billy) Phillips as “The’
Grouch” is so true to life that if the
writer hadn’t known him “off' stage”

Mr. Phillips was ~a  real  grouch.
Clarance Kane gives-good account ef

‘himself as The Groger

declared he was not the. victim of any*“

propaganda. He ‘always believed
that women should have the vote and

he mever changed that opinlon.. It p. o "¢ o rather diffic

was her right, whether she won that
right by the war or not. It was wo- |
man’s inherent right to be able to sa
who shall go :

HON. M.

|

opinion -that last
night's vaudeville ‘was the best yet. In
ult to determine

. that as each might’s specialities seem
i to reach the same pitch, with abund-
ance of pep and ginger. If you missed

“The F

"

mhsreonnﬁy. : WMAth
S. SULLIVAN stated that ' o014 take it in to-night as it is one -

\DIIL of those bills that pleases the most

only right, it and proper for the|.,
House to support the measure unani-| n,
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This time oz wne year, é)ﬂuprb as a rule feel that they need some
er. & This is

Tonic and Blood Puri They feel tired, no energy for an
caused by impurities in the blood, and what they want is so
these impurities out. You can take no better. Spring Medic

~ STAFFORD'’S
MANDRAKE BITTI

These Bitters are purely vegetable. They are a valuable Alte
fier of the blood. A safe and certain remedy for Billiousnes
Loss of Appetite, General Debility, ete.

' " TRY A BOTTLE.

~ Price 50c. Postage 10c. ez
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