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The Countess
of Landon.

CHAPTER XI.

Life went on as usual for rather
more than a week, and then a change
came; the countess looked up from a

jletter which she had been reading,
and said, quietly:

“Seymour is coming down to-day,

; Irene.”

She announced it without a trace

of rejoicing in her tone, and in the
' same breath turned to the butler, and
said:

“The earl is coming to-day; send
the carriage to meet the seven o'clock
%ain, please, and tell Mrs. Greene”—

+ Je stewardess—"to have everything
ready.”

Irene started slightly, very slightly,
and the look with which she had ans-
wered Royce's inquiry after his broth-
er came for a moment into her face.
But when the countess a moment or
two later asked:

“Would you like to go and meet
Seymour, Irene?” she sdid, quietly:

“I think I would rather stay with
you, madame.”

If she had been asked if she would
like to go to meet Royce, she would
almost have sprung off her chalir.

The carriage, with its magnificent
pair of bays, and its powdered ser-
vants in the Landon livery, awaited
the seven o’clock train, and not only
the footman, but the station-master
and all the porters pressed forward
to receive the earl as he alighted from
the train,

He looked round with a benevolent '
'without a trace of color—“and our

‘ London. belles do mot wear. their dia-

smile, and said, “How do you do,
James?” to the footman, and stood for
a minute talking to the station-mast-
er and asking after his wife and
children; modded pleasantly to the
porters as he gave them twopence to
divide among them, and at last got in
the carriage and was driven to Monk
Towers,

He did not smile much as he leaned
back against the soft cushions; but
his face grew bland and benevolent
again when they reached the lodge,
and he poked his head out of the win-
dow and spoke to the lodge-keeper,
‘and calling one of the ruddy-faced
children to him, asked her if she went
to Sunday-school. But the child
‘shrunk back and clung to its mother’s

apron, and loqked as if it meant cry-|

ing, notwithstanding the earl’s smile;
whereas it always ran laughingly to
Royece, expecting the toss In the air
which he never disappointed it.
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The “dressing-bell had rung ‘betore.
the earl reached home, and Wwith that
copsidérauon for' which he was so
justly noted, Seymour remarked to
the butler:

“Tell the countess I will not dis-'|

turb her, but will see her at dianer,

please.”
He came down just two minutes be-

imlnc people, my ddar mother, ‘I‘hm

‘are doing a blessed work in ‘that bo-

| amile at the idea of toast-racks, and

2 ‘sess, and which raises us in the scale
of nations,

{{+dear Irene, that you will read my little
.| pamplet, ‘What ean we do for Tim-
‘I"bucteo?

‘two down with me for distribution

{+were trying to remember all this, that |

fore the bell rang—punctuality was
one of Seymour’s numerous virtues——|
beautifully and tastefully dressed, his
shirt-front spotless as himself, andl
without a wrinkle, and his hair
brushed as smoothly as a Manchester’s
terrier’s, and, with a filial smile on
his face, greeted his mother affection-
ately and with profound respect.

“T do hope I have not inconveniene-
ed you by so short a notice, mother,”
he said, looking at her with his head
a little on one side; “but though I
have been wa’itihg io run down for &
week past, I have not been able to
tear myself away. A “public man,
dear mother, is little better than a
slave—little better than a slave!”

Now, part of this nice sentence was
true, He had wanted to come down
to Monk Towers, but his luck had
improved during the last week, and
he could not tear himself away—from
the cards.

All the time he had been speaking
to the countess his pale eyes had been
wandering to the spot where Irene
stood, and he turmed to her when he
had finished with the countess, and held
out both hands.

“How well you are looking, Irene'.v"
he murmured, his thin lips stretched
across his face, his eyes covering her,
so to speak, with a bland and tender
admiration. "Ah! we don’t grow those
rogses in London"—Irene’s face was

monds in their eyes! You are wise

to love the dear country, dear Ireme.”
Irene put both her hands in bis, but
gently drew them away from his fer-
vid clasp, and stole back to her chair.
She had, after the first glance at his
entrance, scarcely looked at him.
“And what is° the news?” he said,
leaning against the mantel-shelf in
the attitnde with which he always re-
ceived a deputation. “But I‘suppose
you cxpect all the news to coma from
me, Dinner, Johnson? Come, then;
let us goyin.
cach of you, must I not?” and with an

assumption of playfulness, he led them 25

into the dining-room.

At the table he did nearly aill the
taiking, the countess.sitting upright
as a dart, the handsome face inscrut-
ably calm, her voice, when she spoke,
rising and falling in measured cad-
ence, and Irene-sitting ‘almost silent,
with eyes that were mostly downcast.
Now and again she raised them, and
once she saw  the dark eyes of the
countess wander from the earl’s lack-
color to the noble one of her dead

husband in the picture over the man- |

tel-piece. It was & strange iook, and
it hmud Irene for hwn m

| vice!”

| crush out the life ‘of

“ummmmmum

similar refinements of civilized life, | -

nighted land. Ths ‘unthinking" mw
the scoffer may affeet to think that
the—er—article is superfluous; but |
consider, | What is everything we pos- | nights, la
And so we persevere, the
heedless and the scoffer notwithstand-
ing—we per-se-vere. May I hope, my

takes away
of your
time, mtcatmal

I have brought a copy or
vital argan,
among the servants, who may, I trust, .
be induced to contribute their mite to
.50 deserving an objsct.”.
“Thank you,” said Irene,

« The butler,with a grave and sedate
face, and not looking a bit as if he

all illnes

he might convulse the servants’ hall
with it when he got down there pres-
ently, placed the dessert on the table,
and, with his satellites, departed.

Then Seymour, waiting till the door
had closed, and with his eyes fixed on
his plate, said:

‘I am afraid, my dear mother, you |
have Heard this dreadful news about |
Royce. It ig terrible—terrible!”

“I.have héard it,”.said-the countoss, |
slowly, and with her eyes fixed just!
above his head. f

“My heart bleeds for yomn,” said Sey-
mour, with a deep sigh. “We always
knew that Royce was wild and dissi-
pated, and that he was given to the
dreadful vice of gambling—that awful
He shook his head and sigh-
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ed again. “Of all the passions by

which men are enslaved, I know of
none more degrading and soul-de- |
Stroying than that of the gambling- |
table. When I learned that Royce had
taken to cards and dice, I feared—I
feared that he was eretrievably lost.
Oh, that our législature would recog- |
nize the injury gambling of all kinds

AX
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works in -all classes of the commun-
ity, and sternly regolve to met its foot
upon it and crush it out, as it would
some deadly
snake! From other vices a man may
release himself, but ‘once drawn with-
in the fatal circle of the gambling-
table, and all is lost—Ilost!”

Irene sat with her hands tightly
clasped uﬁder the table, her bosom
heaving, her heart throbbing. .

“But—but Royce is not a gambler!
He has not touched a card for months
past, and will never do so again. He
told me so0.”

“He told you so!” murmured Sey- |
mour, turning a sad and pitying sm'zile.i
upon her, “My poor Ireme! But'this I
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last disgrace—dismissed from the ‘

service! What is to be said-—what is

to be done?” * : f
The blood rushed to Irene's face

“He has not been dismissed!” she
panted, “It was not his fault! Youi , &
|

do not know all—" ”” !
She could get no further, and rising |

J

[ (. X
suddenly, glided from the room, }

et

calmly; then, as she rose to follow her
she said:

The countess glanced after her’
The Scramble for Seats

(To be continuned.)

lAny member who does not:take the
lprecauﬂon to secure his seat by the
foregoing method can ‘with impunity

LONDON, Eng.—(Canadian Press) ignore the claim of the first-comer
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1600 M.P’s in the British House of YoM prayers.
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This, in some measure, accounts for

only 300, has been notorious for so the serimmaage which on more than
many years that it has come to be one occasion has put to blush a rughy

fregarded almost as an established
| system which may go on forever. The
| system is due to two causes:
the entirg break-up of the moral law
]by which { twas recognized that if a

member occupied: a‘ particular seat

for one session his right by courtesy
to retain it was generally accepted
during the Parliamentary period. This
is. still canoeded by the older mem-
bers in many ‘cases, such as the case
oftT. P. O’Connor. Its survival in:a
very great measure reached the per-
ied of 1922,

Since then, however, the advent of
many new members has almost, if not
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‘| Quite, destroyed the practice.” Orig-]’
| inally. the placing of a new hat on the |
.| bemch was considered a recognized |

‘legal claim. After many hats had
been irreparably “squashed” this sys-| .-
temi was replaced by tickets distribu:|

foothall match. This is particuiarly
evident in every new Parliament with-
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broken at the opening of the new
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some change is required in the inter-
est of the dignity of the Mother of
Parliaments,
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