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The Canadian Armada’s Voyage
Across The Atlantic to England

An_Interesting Story of the Unique Voyage of the the Thirty-two
Transports That Conveyed Canada’s Expeditionary Force

to England---Formation of the Fleet.

The following, written by John A. other left Gaspe Basin for the sea.|

"Macloren, one of The Toronto

World's correspondents with the Cu1- |

adian Expeditionary Force, may be of
“m’erest to our readers.

ON BOARD H. M. TRANSPORT
FRANCONIA, near England, Oct. 15—
Fifiteen days on the water and now
ibe shores of England may be seea in
the distance. In 24 hours we will ar-
wive in Southampton, or Plymouth,
and then Canada’s fighting force will
<atrain for Salisbury Plain-to under-

Just beore 1usk, when only a dim;
outline of Gaspe could be distinguish- |

ed the convoy was formed. Threo‘!

| cruisers started out bow to h»uw and

| troopship in the centre line could be

%o stiff training before leaving for the |

igpnt. The most remarkable feat in
ure history of navigation has been
performed. There was no accideat or
zvishap of any nature. There was ¢
uterference on the part of the en-
wmy. I three columns 32 transports
conveyed the contingent across the
Atisutic, escorted by a fleet of cruis-
ers and battleships. The boats plow-
=1 through the Atlantic at a rate of
speed not exceeding ten miles per
Bour  Some of the troo) s=hips at full
steam ahead could have traveled in
any wind of weather at 17 to 23
kmots, but the slowness of the passage
was.a concession to the smaller boats,
vhich were utilized for carrying nor-
ses and field guns.

it was a unique voyage in many re-
spects. The weather was phenocinen-
al, especially for October, ani ex-
eept for one or two days there was
wery little roll to any of the ships.
There was a constant expectation of
imterference by German cruisers,
which were supposed to be prowlingz
about the Atlantic, but nothing of this
character happened. The transports
traveled in three straight columns,
about one mile apart, and there was
am interval of half a mile between
«ach boat. A cruiser headed each
fire while another brought up th2
rear. On either flank was a dread-
mought. In all, 32 transports, four
eruisers and two battleships steame.l
aleng the south of England. Before
the boats reached their destinatio:
ike cruisers and dreadnoughts aban-
éeaed their position which they had
B¢’} for two weeks and left ©)- paris
mmknown,

Loaded in a Week

Tt had taken over a week to loal
e boats with munitions of war at
the Quebec docks. First all the hor-
aes were takea from the camp to the
miver, then the artillery was moved
amnd last of all the men. As each ship
was loaded she weighed anchor and
slarted dowp the river. On Wednes-
day morning, Sept. 30, the last traas-
wport drew away from the wharf. This
was the Franconia, heavily loaded
with ammunition and carrying the
Mead-quarters staff and nurses aid
the eighth battalion of the 90th Regi-
ment of Winaipeg. All that day the
wooded shores of the St. Lawreace
sfipped by. When Thursday came we
ware far down the river towards the
galf. Near Rimouski we left two
Jerse boats in the distance. It was
#he general impression that all the
framsports would meet somewhere in
the gulf, but no one kaew what plans
Bad been made. At Rimouski the
piot left with the mail.

The Rendezvous

©On looking out of the cabin port
Beles on Friday morning we discover-
@l that we had reached the rendez-
wous. The great fleet had gatherel.
The greatest force that ever crossed
the ocean was collected there in pia-
«id Gaspe Basin, a little jut in the
shore of Gaspe, not very far feom
Newfoundland, Four small cruisers,
@rim and gray, were anchored in the
east end, and scattered over th2 sua
MR waters were 32 transports, includ-
ixg the “Canada,” carrying 'a regi-
ment of English regulars from Bor-
mada, which had beep relieved by the
Royal Canada Regiment. For 26
Bours the boats were anchored in the
Bmsin, awaiting the arrival of the two
stragglers—the horse: boats, which

| until

were making slow time on the river. |

Last Word of Farewell

A government yacht poked her
wmese i1 the basin early Saturday
ssorning and passed up and down the
Emes. On the bow stood Colonel the
Moa. Sam. Hughes waving farewell
%o the Canadian troops. “Good-bye
®uys,” he shouted as the yacht steam-
«d by each transport, aad there fol-
#owed cheers from many thousand
#hroats and singing of “It's a Long,
Long Way to Tipperary,” and patrio-
fic a2irs. The yacht came to a stand
still beside the Franconia, where the
aminister of militia held a confereace
with Colonel Victor Williams, com-
mexunder of the contingent as far as
Eagland. While this conference was
mader way Lieutenant K. A, Murray,
Q. C, of the Postal Corps, performed
® task that has mever before taken
piace at sea. Thousands of letters,
mewspapers and parcels which had ar-
wived late at Valcartier, and had beea
#rown on the headquarters boat at
#Mmebec, were sorted and distributed
& every ship, and in thizs way all
meen had & last word from home be-
fare starting across the ocean.

. The trans-Atiaatic voyage Yegan ia

Aftericon. One ship after au:

stretched out a mile from each olher‘
and then three columis wers formed |
with eleven boats on the left, ten n'
the ceatre and eleven on the right, A
mile or so in the rear of the last]

seen another cruiser. The boats were
half a mile apart, and tkiz formation |
was adhered to for the whole journey

the channel was reached and
then a gale sprang up and tossed tha |

smaller ships out of their course. i

The Drea9noughts Appear |

After two days had passed we saw |
a huge battleship loom cn tne hon-|
zon. It was H. M. 8. Glory, which ul- |
timately turned and took up a position
on the right flank. Five days later
another battleship was seen, one of
the greatest dreadnoughts of the
British fleet, H. M, S. Queen Mary |
which occupied a position on the left
flank. And thus splendidly guarded |
against aay attack during day or
night the convoy headed for some
destination that was unknown to any |
passenger. Finally when the south
shore of England was seen we knew.

| tirely isolated.

A Gale the Last Day

Shortly after the great adventure
had begun, when many of the soldiers
had had their last glimpse of Canada, |
the Royal George and Laurentic, with
guns mounted on their decks, advanc- |
ed to the front on either flanks. And
during every day they occupied this
Tut when darkness set 1a they

The monotony
caused only by

post,
returned to the lines.
of the voyage was
the length of time on board the
ships. The weather was delightful,
almost unprecedented. The sea was
as calm as the lake, But there was
that last awful day when the :nle‘
lashed the water into a foam and |
threw waves over the decks. And
with this there was a heavy curtaia|;
of fog hanging over the channel.

This is being written on the last|
night on board. On looking out of a
cabin window one may see JollPd‘
here and there for miles amund
boats which are struggling against |
tremendous odds to keep their cour-.«‘
es. The Canada, which should l-e‘l
half a mile behind our vessel, i3/
twice that distance and away to oae |
side. The Royal Edward, which]|
should be ahead, is out of the proces- I
sion and away in the rear, because of
trouble with her steering gear. F
the distance are the lowaet cruise- ~z|
being buffeted and tossed. The sig-|
naling lamps are winking messages |
from the bridges,

Nearly a Collision
|
Just an hour ago the greatest ex-

citement of the journey was caused |
by a near collision. Three times th2 1
whistle of the Franconia sounded ani\
we heard the engine sending the sa p !
astern. Something unusual had 'oap-
pened aind everybody rushed for :be |
decks. Members of the crew dashel |
for a lifeboat and awaited the order to
lower. Just a few yards away could
be seen a green light on the side of a
cruiser. Suddenly the lights on her |
masts blinked for a moment ani Jus!.
then we knew how close we were to |
da’ ger. The cruiser had turned from |
her course and was going to the rear!
to pick up the small boats held back
by the storm and had almost run in-|
of the Franconia. The look-out notie-
to the Franconia. The look-out notic-
time to give the sigval, It was a mo-
meat tense with excitement, but it
lasted only a moment. Shortly after!
a Jance was in progress in the
lounge, the last dance, and down in
the sergeants’ mess the most suc-
cessful concert of the trip was be-
ing held.

Worked the Men Hard

From the day the long trip began
the men were worked hard. Every
soldier got in good condition at the
camp and no one was allowed to be-|
come soft during the voyage. Reveille |
sounded at 5.30 a. m,, and from then
until diner t.ae every man had to
stay on deck for physical exercises !
under instruction of Y. M, C. A. work-
ers, For hours daily there was march-
ing and running around the decks. All
this helped to break up the monotony.
At nine o'clock every man had to be
in his bed Upstairs on “A” deck
there were dancing and concerts
nightly.

One of the novel features was lifw-l
»oat drill, This was ordered oa th:
first day out. A bugle sounded from
the bridge and every officer, man a1
nurse ran for their cabins to get life
belts anl then back to the decks
Drills were held on several afterioons |
and very soon they were done with'
splendid discipline and speed. Every
man and woman on board was stand-
ing alongside his or her lifeboat, with
a life helt tled on properly, on th'
last occcaion within five minutes. |
This drill brought quickly to the mind |
the chances being taken on such a
voyage, the possibility of attack.

| was back at
| thrilling rescue at sea,

’tha( a New York paper had published

| story,

{ from the Royal Edward and Francon- |
tia, which

| and if of any importance to

, holes were closed

| decks blankets

| veling through patrticularly damgerous

| were extinguished ,because a narrow

| the stern of each, which acted as u

| lights ahead and the occasional wink-

| would be on the water for over two

i Is now said, and this is being written

| which looks more or less like a gas- |

Ont.
|

"TAKE MYADVICE

Don’t waste time on inferl-
or salves because they'’re a
few cents cheaper.

1 have proved Zam-Buk
best for Eczema, Piles, Skin
Diseases, and Injuries.

As a mother, you owe it
to your family to use.the
best, that's Zam-Buk!

50cbox. All Draggisis and Stores.

“Man Overboard!”

On the second day the vessel came
to a standstill at the cry of “Man
Overboard!” A sailor had fallen from
the Royal Edward and was beiug
tossed about on a lifebuoy that had
been thrown from the Franconia.
Very soon a lifboat had gone to his
rescue and within twenty minutes he
his post. It was a
the first ever
the majority of those o2
A few days later we heard

seen by
board.

a story that the Royal Edward and
Franconia had been torpedoed "y a
German cruiser and sunk ip mid-At-|
'Jantic. This report caused conside r~'

able worry among the passengers be- !

cause of the great anxiety that would CLYDE STALLION: rising ‘hree
prevail at home. However, everyone ! years, weight about 1200 Ibs. Very
relied on the fact that the Canadia. i kind, a beautY. Death in family cause
paper would 10t make mention of it of sale,

until official word was received, The
i . It. risi
if printed in New York, was MARE, with (mare):colt, fising five

based on the finding of two lifebuoys | MONthe.. - Appiy o
| MRS. IRVING SOBEY,

had been thrown to Protectionville, N. B

drowned sailor and had been picked!. — e - — —

up by a steamer bound for Nuow York. w
. J. DUNN

There was no way of ienying this!
HACKMAN

yarn, because wireless was 10t used
except by the cruisers. We were en-| Hack to and from all tralns and
Any messages sent | boats. Parties driven anywhere in
went to the flaghip [town. Orders left at Hotel Mirami-
any of :chi will be attended to.
signaled by | 32-1yr. NEWCASTLE, N. B.
or a lamp at Phone 100-21

the | 441

from England
the transports, they were
a flag during the day
night.

lights™

pulled down. On the upper
and library, and when we were tra- | Fresh Meats Always on hand

Lights Blanketed
Early every evening all the pert- S B Mlller 5
and the *“dead| M t tore
were placed over |
windows of the smoking ro m, lounge
Vegetables in season.
C BEEF SPECIALTY

water the lights in the verandah cafe |

streak of light shone through an open-
ing between a blanket and the side of | \ Street Newcastle, N. B.

a window. At night the vessels w re | Phone Nos. House, 136; Shop—59
in total darkness except for a lamp on | 42-1yr

! Shop corner of Jane

guide to captains of the transpur.s:’

| follawiag halt ‘s mile | in tha . rear. ‘ Hldes d l‘)d Fur

When darkness set in all that onae
Do not ,Iet your Hides

could see from the Franconia, as well
as other troopship, were the stern
and Fur _go Cheap. |
am paying big prices
GIVE ME A CALL.

JOHN O'BRIEN

NEWCASTLE, N. B.

ing of messages from lamps on the
cruisers.

As said before, the sea was calm |
practically all the way, but neverthe- |
less, the small horse boats were toss- |
ed about considerably at times, and
we who traveled with the “aristo-|
cracy” of the fleet, pitied those who
had to look after the horses, which
are proverbially bad sailors, Accord-
ing to regulations, one man should at-
tend to four horses but it is a knowu
fact that one of the boats ai|
least one man had to look after as
many as 20 horses. The voyage mus!'
have been a terrible hardship and an-
xiety for these men.

43-6mos.

AUTO FOR HIRE

By the Hour or Day, at reasonable
| rates.

Special attention will ve Jiven tc
Wedding Partles.

Orders may be left with The Louns
bury Co., or at Royal Motel.

F. D. SUTHERLAND

12-0

Nearing the Shore

There was constant speculation as
to the length of time it would take to!
reach England and the probable des
tination. No one expected that wc

weeks. As to the destination, no one | 2 245 s
knew. We were without a port. To LET

until we were close to England 1id

we know that we were going to e

Southampton. As a matter of fact, it The side of the double tenement
| house, at present occupied by J. H.
Brown, will be for rent after the 15th
November. Modeérn improvements.
Apply to T M WHELAN
434 Newcastle, N. B.

Not

just before we are to land at Ply-
mouth or Southampton, that oa ac-
count of the great number of trans- |
ports, they will be distributed to sev-

and Pleasant |

FOR . THE . BUILDER

and Carpenter we can supply the best qualities of
HARDWARE

2]
at prices that will save you money. Why have time I
wasted and work half done with worn out tools or an
insufficient supply when you can get everything needed
heré at reasonable priees. Saws, Squares, Hammers
Hatchets, Planes, Rules, Chisels, Dividers, Gauges
Try Saquares, in fact everything in Carpenters'Tools

Best Quality ! Right Prices !

D. W. STOTHART

PROFESSiONAL
7|;;llﬂl.l,c. J.l. IElllll,ll l.

Lawlor & Creaghan

OFFICE:

Morrison Bldg, Newcastle

210

Dr. J. D. McMillan
DENTIST

Lounsbury Block, Newcastle

N. B.—Out of town one week begin-
ning the last Monday of each month.
19-1yr.

Gcod Morning!
We Are Introducing

American Silk
American Cashmere
American Cotton-Lisle

HOSIERY

They have stood the test. Give
real foot comfort. No seams to rip.
Never become loose or baggy. The
shape is knit in—not pressed in.

GUARANTEED for fineness
style, superiority of material ‘and
workmanship. Absolutely stainless.
Will wear six months without holes
or new ones free

OUR SPECIAL OFFER

to every one sending us $1.00 in cur-
rency or postal note, to cover adver-
tising and shipping charges, we will
send post-paid, with written guaran-
tee, backed by a five million dollar
company, either
3 Pairs of our 75c. value
American Silk Hosiery
or 4 Pairs of our 50c. value
American Cashmere Hoslery,
or 4 Pairs of our 50c. value
American Cotton-Lisle Hoslery
or 6 Pairs of Children's Hosiery
Give the color. size, and whether
Ladies' or Gent's Hosiery is desired

DON'T DELAY = Offer expires
when a dealer in vour locality is se-
lected

THE INTERNATIONAL HOSIERY CO.
P. 0. Box 244
DAYTON, OHIO, U. 8. A

cI.EANING & PRESSING
EMPORIUM
Clothes Cleaned, Pressed,
and Dyed, Prompt Attention
BERT STEWART
Phone Nos.—Residence 170, Shop, 142
43-1 yr.

DALTON S

Livery, Sa.les and
Exchange Stables

Edward Dalton,  Prop.
McCallum |Street.

Phone 47

WHITE'S MEAT

43 1yr.

eral ports, The Franconia, being the |
headquarters boat, has now left the

s ed, [ ; ‘
rather close 1o the shore, ecortes v | WHERE YOU CAN BUY
|

a cruiser and a small torpedo boat, |

THE ADVOCATE

oline speed launch from a distance of
a few hundred yards.

We are now very close to a port,
for we can see buildings in the dis-
tance. Everyone is relieved. An-
xi ty over poasibility of a raid by
German cruisers is over. There is|
great hilarty on board, Officers uml'GEO. R. VANDERBECK...
nurses have crowded to the port deck
and are gaz'ng at the land. Dowp be- | JARVIS McCURDY
low we hear the men Sillgth!

It's a long, long way to Tipperary,”

BURTON ANDERSON..Douglastown

can

JOHNSON'S BOOKSTORE Chatham
|
.Millerton |

Redbank |
:Phone 98

STORE

Fresh and Salt Meats; Lamb, Fork
| and Sausages; Fresh and Salt Fish;
| Highest Prices paid for hides and
| skins of all kinds. Pork and Beef by
| the carc@ss.

BURK WHITE
RUSSELL BUILDING

whooping it up, so to speak, as 1t
never bFas been whooped up before.

A GOOD MEDICINE A branch of the Canadian Pa-
FOR THE BABY‘(;iu(iv Fund has been formea in

. this Town, and at a public meet-

Baby's Own Tablets are the very |ing recently held, the undersigned
best medicine a mother ¢ zive ar | s v :
T2 her can give her | ware appointed a finance commii-

little They sweeten the stom- oMot | fuitons
ach, regulate the bowels, break up tec to solicit subseriptions i

colds, promote healthful sleep—in ‘l"‘ PU] lic.

fact they cure all the minor ills of lit- All contributions will be
tle ones. The mother may feel lblo' |\r.u\\ ledged in The Union
lutey safe in giving them to her child-
ren for they are guaranteed by
government analystito be strictly fdee
from all injurious drugs. The Tablets | | seriptions. |
are sold by medicine Jealers or by | W. A. Park,

mail at 25 cents a box from The Dr. | J. D. Creaghan,
Williams' Medicine Co., Brockville, E. A. McCurdy.

Committec.

NOTICE

ones.

1\(1\0 |
'wte and North Shore Leader, who
{are also authorized to receive sub- |

| Public Wharf.

Chas. Sargeant

First Class Livery
Horses for Sale at all times.

Phone 61

Wanted

A girl familiar with general house
work. Good wages paid for one who
is thoroughly experienced. Apply to
360 MRS. E. A. McCURDY

|
1

BVAAAAAAAAMAAMAAMAAMAAAN B
ALMER’S LARRIGANS
AT A REDUCTION
|

| We have a few pairs of Men’s, Boys and Youths
Palmer Larrigans which we are selling at a cheap
rate. We have them in high leg with and without
balf sole.

These goods are No. 1 Palmer Larrigans and
we are selling them at a reduction to clear up this

Repaired |

MACMILLAN'S SHOE STORE

BELGIAN RELIEF

Urgent Relief to the Inhabitants of Large Sections
of Belgium is Greatly Needed at Once—Canada
Will Do Her Share—New Brunswick Must Help.

The Belgian Relief Committee in St. John is prepared to receive
gifts of money, food and clothing to be forwarded to Belgium for dis-
tribution by British and Belgian authorities. Cash gifts shouid be
sent to Mayor Frink, chairman and treasurer of the fund.

The committee appeal to clergymen, churches and organizations
of all kinds and to private individeals to co-operate with contribu-
tions and in organizing sales and entertainments.

A depot for receiving food and clothing has been opened In the
new Pettingill warehouse, Water street. This committee will be glai
to receive clothing of all description, new or old, for men, women
and children, blankets of wool or cotton, and food of non-perishable
nature that can be transported to Belgium.

Shipments from outside points to the Belgian Relief Committee
will be handled by the railways free of charge. :

Information as to the plans of the committee will gladly be fur-
nished any desiring to assist by the secretary, G, E, Barbour, 8t, Jobn
N. B. Telephone Main 216,

Tke local Branch of the Red Cross Society will receive all contributions
the Belgian Fund at the Town Hall on Tuesday evenings.

COMING to See You Again

THE FAMOUS

YOUNG-ADAMS

STOCK COMPANY

in all new plays Starting

THURSDAY, NOV. 5[h

and every night this week with Special Matinee
Saturday Aftern’n at 2.30 for ladies and children

3-1yr. |

There are eighteen people in the Company and six
high class vaudeville acts are presented at every per-
formance, making a eontinuous show from start to finish

no waits—something doing all time.,  The plays are

“The Great John Ganton”  “The Third Degree”
“A Butterfly on the Wheel”

All New Plays, never seen- here before. Plays and
Vaudeville are changed nightly. Special Scenery and
Electrical Effects are carried for each production.
PRICES : 250., 35¢. and 50c¢.
Seats on sale at Dickison & Troy's.
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