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“JGNORANCE OR WHAT?

The faculty which the News.vpmm'c
. ip such a marked degree of falling into
ridicalous’ blundérs reached a climax
j- gh Saturday evening. - An alleged tele
gram appeared on the first puge of the
News of Saturday under staring, sensa-
tional headiines. In ‘these headlines

the startling announcement.was made,

that Mr. Frank Phiscator, one of Daw-
son’s well known old timers, a heavy
mine owner and holder of mich valu-
able Dawson realty, had recently been
armted in Boroda, M:chlgan. .The
charge upon which Mr. Phiscator was
alleged to have been arrested was rot
set forth in the “telegram™ which

G ‘merely stated that Mr. Phiscator had
been.made defendant in a suit for dam-
;ages in the town The
News was not satisfied, however, with
thé “telegrsm" ftself. A lengthy edi-
torial note was added which was filled
“with errors from beginning to end and
‘which concluded with the remarkable

' statement that “This is the first time
‘~ he (Phiscator) has 'Been to the ontside
. since he acquired his wealth 1n the
xhndike." W ‘ #
“Asa ‘matter of facﬁ known to every-
one in Dawson excepting possibly the
~ amateur journalists who are responsible

in question,

for the blundering career of our never-
get-‘it‘-ﬂght contemporary, Mr. Phisca-
tor has _been in Dawson with his wife
ail winter ‘Jong. His name- has ap-
peared in the

 times dunng the pnst few months and
he has been a fum:lmr figure on the
streets of Dawson thtough the enhre
winter. 1

loca] papers a dozen

There are two possible explanations
for this latest monumental plunder on

* the part of the Either that
sheet is grosslv gnorant of the most

News.

primitive rules of legitimate jourmalism
or*else it has set out with deliberate
maliee to injure the good name of one
of Dawson’s most respected citizens.<
We are scarcely able to accept the
first explanation, ‘for we dislike to be-
lieve ‘that such colossul stupidity is
possible — even in the News. Five
minutes spent investigating the affair
~would have furnished sufficient infor-
mation to prove the falsity of the sen-
sational which the
lished,

In fact

yarn News pub-
it is jmpossible to compre-
hend how any newspaper in Dawson
could be so densely ignorant of - local
affairs as to fall unwittingly into such
a blunder.

The

seems more

second explalation suggested
reasonable, and if it is the
correct one, it involves a motivé which
a reputable newspaper can scarcely dis-
cuss.

We presume the News will endeavor
to explain the matter away after ac-
complishing all the damage possible.
That

from the" day of its first publication and

is ' the News’ méthod, followed
it is safe to assume - that no departure
from its regular cusfom will be made
in the present instance.

The facts in the case are at absolute
variance with the statements in the
News. A reputable citizen has been
grossly maligned and ipjured, without
cause. Whether tbrough—'ignorance or
malice is to bejseen. In either case the
offense is inexcusable.

A FALSE HOPE.

The people ot Dawson have altogether
tqo much intelligence to be led astray
by the ﬂmuy inducements which are
being held out to them by a few pro-
incorporafionists — otherwise - office
seekers.

The situstion with. respect to incor-
poration is in no wise different from
what it was three months ago. When
it can be demonstrated by the “produc-
tion ,of -a charter acceptable to the
federal authorities, that taxpayers
without regard to pationality will be
permitted to participate in the local
government ; ;vheu it is shown that a
municipal - administration can be con-

" ducted as- economically as our local

3

time; wheh it is proven that revenues
will accrue to
.cient to weet required expenses—when
these things are all accomplisi:ed,_ then

the ‘municipality suffi-

% will be time enough to enter seriqusly
into a discussion of "the advisability of

mcotporlt ion.

moters of incorporation are hglding out
at the present tiine which they did not
hold out three months ago is based
upon thé- expectation of elgeting a
municipal’ government favorable to a
continuation of the present system of
open, gambling.

Withont entéring into a discussion of
the merits of the gambling question
itself, it may be said as an indisput-
able statement of fact that no matter
what the
municipal council might be on the sub-

feelings of the proposed
ject, ‘gambling could ot be conducted
in‘the face of
trary froin the federal government.

instructions  to the con-

It is not contended by the pro-incor-
porationists themselves that a munici«
pal council could enact ordinances in
Their
whole case is based upon the theory
that once the
there will be no further federal inter-
ference and that gambling could con-

conflict with federal -statutes.

town is incorporated

tinue merely through failure of the
local authorities to enforce the laws
This hope is entirely futile as the
affairs of the territory generally would
still be from Ottawa
and the federal laws could be brought

into effect at a moment’s notice.

dadministered

We repeat that we have too much
confidence in the intelligence and com-
mon sense of the people of Dawson to
believe that they will sllow themselves
to be stampeded into favoring a move:-
ment which can result only to their
nltimate injury.

THE MINER AND INCORPORATION.
At the meeting held last evening for

the purpose of furthering the cause of
incorporation, much was said respect-
g the miner, It was held by several
of the speakers that Dawson is now
maintained by revenues derived from
the man who handles pick and shovel
on the creeks—that the miner pays it
all and that it is time now that Dawson
should begin to pay its owns way.
Another speaker equally zealous in
the same cause, gave expression to loud
lamentations by reason of the fact that
the Yukon
tax upon 1)3}75011 and ut the same time

council proposes to levy a
permit the nfiner to go free.

As a matfer ot fact, the miner is the
man who yltimately pays all the bills,
both for territorial and

nothing of his liberal

local adminis-
tration—fc say
contrihlytions to the federal revenues.
Every dollar of wealth produced in the
directly froﬁx

territory comes our one

produdtive industry—the industiy of

| |
placer;mining‘ It must be clear, there-
that

ing tHe affairs ot

fore, the expeyses of administer-
the town of Dawson
indirgctly become a burden upon the
n{iucj.

’Assuming for the sake of argument
that Dawson, through some means or
debt of

saddled

other, should bave a half a

million dollars upon it as a
corporate body, we submit to the miners
of the territory that debt if
paid by them.

Dawsons existence is dependant upon

ihe said

paid at all would be
the fact that it is the supply point for
the creeks. If heavy taxes are levied
upen the business interests of Dawson
it means a proportionate increase in
the cost of commodities to the miner.
that proposition there is no
escape, and we do not believe the-most

enthusiastic advocate of

From

incorporation
would seek to deny truth so perfectly

self-evident.
fore, that so far as the miner is con-

be best con-
served by conducting’ the affairs of

cerned his interests will

Dawson in the most economical manner
possible.

The miner, in spite ot the statements
to the contrary made by the pro-incor-
porationists last evening, already
taxed beyond what he is able to bear.
It is incumbent upon the people of

is

-Dawson to strain every nerve té lessen

lvfufré?(are administered at the "ptg'se'nt

The single thread which the_ pro-

It becomes clear, there-*

‘|telegraphy

that burden mther than take means to |
add thereto.,, 1

it has been shomn tm;e and time
lgam and admitted even by the men
who are urging mcorporatlon that ad-
ministration of local aﬁaxrs under a
municipality wounld - far exceed in’ cost
the amount required under the present
system, and it has not beew shown that
there. would be any, particular gain 1n
respect to efficiency. It would merely
add to the already large number of office
holders whose salaries are now a drain
upon the mining industry.

We- believe thomuéhiy that nine-
tenths of the mine owners in the terri-
tory will subscribe to the proposition
that 7

existing conditions would -be a distinct

incorporation of Dawson under

detriment to their interests,

The movement of treight from Daw-
son to the creeks goes steadily forward.
The hum of
land and that hum will

crease in volume until every creek in

industry is abroad in the

steadily 1n-

the district is alive with- workers intent
upon making the earth yield up its

precious treasure. It makes no differ-

‘ence whetber Dawson is incorporated

ot not, the Klondike and Indian river
districts will turn out more gold this
year than ever they have hefore. No
legsen the
value of the golden deposits

amount of agitatiun can
quantity or
so bountifully stored throughout this

territory.

Newly-elected senators of the United
States are suposed to occupy their seats
for a period of one year before they
are qualified to make a motion to ad-
journ. We suggest to some of our che-
chako statesmen that it\would be well
for them to serve a similar term of ap-
prenticeship betore startmg in the busi-

ness of runmng thmgi for ns.

" In the
Joseph,

the

is a matter of

language of immortal

‘‘Incorporation
bread and butter with a lot of wus,’”’

We must commend the Immortal for

his outspokenness.

Flueney ot tongue and nicely turned

figures of speech will not put money

into an empty treasury.
Now is the time tor everyone to get a

chaim.

Old timers.are coming back to Daw-

son in large numbers.- The Nugget ex-
tends tH@ glad hand to all of them and

assyres them that they are thrice wel-

come.

Prayers With Variations.

It was the little son of Winfield L(ml\/
formeriy of Anburn, who ended up his
prayer, ““If I should die before I wake,/’
““There’ll hot in the ¢ld
town tonight!”’

be/ a time
2 Mrs.,
South IL.éwison had
sighing

The small/daughter of Mr. arn
John Goss of
wishing and
long time.
portunity came.
tucked up in the
ready for the start,
bowed

been
for a
op-
was

for a ride
Finally the promised
The"little

robes,

when she suddenly
her head and folded
under her chin.  “‘Oh,
‘‘don’t let it rain,
wind blow today, for
this ride. Amen.”’
she said: ‘‘All
go along now.
ders!”

miss
and all was
her hands
she said,
let the
I want to take
Then to her father
right, papa, you cgan
I've given God His or-

God ™

or don't

A lewiston laddie of 3
taught to say ‘“‘Now I lay me.’’ Last
night, after his mother had prepared
him for his crib, ‘“And now
the prayer,’’ But, his face
away, the laddie can’t; I'm
too bashful.”’

He is the cousin of a chubby 4-year-
old, whose home is in New York. This
little man has also been started up in
the way he 'shéuld go, One day he
visited some relative by the name of
Jones. He was not tréated just as his
highness considered fitting, and he
resented it for a time. "But when
prayer time came he relented enough to
frame this petition and prayer:
‘“Please, God, bless papa and mamma,
and grandpa and grandma, and even
the Jonses!"'—Lewiston (Me.) Journal.

has been

she said,
turning
said, ‘‘I

Across:the ﬁcean.

New York, Feb. 14 —According to
an. afternoon paper Nikoloa Tesla, the |
electrician, announces today that his
plans' for the instruments of wireless
for the transmisgion of
messages across the ocean are complet- |
ed, and that he has already selected a |
site for the terminal plan on this side

|opening of navigation there

CURRENT COMMENT

Editor Nugget:
Allow me to express my personal ap-
preciation "of 'the sentiment “"of - your

of the raw touching the suppression of
certain open vices, that have too long
flourished in this territory, and are. now
to be put under  the bagn. That any
céncern , making any pretence to-: a
knowledge  of the firfst principles upon
which a sound busitess rests, should
commit itself to the advocacy of open
gambling, or still worse, to- the hurn-
ing disgrace of the dance hall business,
and especially that phase of it which
has to do with enticing men to the ex@|;
cessive use of strong drink with the
avowed intent of robbing them of their
valuables while they are in that condi-
tion,is to me a matter of great surprise.
If licentiousness or high' handed rob-
bery,or both are things to be desired in
any business community, then business
must have changed since I knew it. It
is still further to me a matter of great
surprise that the heads of large business
institutions here shouTd so far forget
themselves .as ' to petition Ottawa to
sanction matters ot this nathre, espe-
cially when they know that on the sta-
tute books of realm there is a law for-
bidding these evils,

These evils have not been established
by the ‘]law, although they have been
permitted under the law,therefore those
who in defiance of the law have taken
the risk of investment have themselves
to blame if they suffer loss. The op-
pressor has had his day, now lef the op-
pressed have his. As cifizens we have
a right to demand the enforcement of
the law, and we do so, in the firm con-
viction that the best interests of the
country are conserved by our action.
Inasmuch as character is more import-
ant than money, and right more to be
desired than wrong, and that man is a
moral agent rather than a money mak-
ing machine, and since righteousness
alone exalteth the nation, and is the
secret of true and abiding prosperity ;
and that, sin is always a curse and re-
proach to any people, we, as loyal citi-
zens of the empire, and lovers of tree-
dom rejoice that of themselves the au-
thorities have this matter,
otherwise we would been com-
pelled to do Lommg as it does
from the toundation of- authority, un-
der our splendid system of police may
we not expegt that the law shall be
forthwith ‘strictly ‘enforced.

ANDREW S. GRANT.

ASYLUN
FOR INSANE

Will Be Fitted Up at Once by
Government.

has
of

moved in
have

SO

Dawson been need of

some place

long in

confinement for insane

/| people where the proper treatment can

be given them and at the same time

where they can have separate

Up to the
been confined in

apart-
ments for themselves.
ent

pres-
time have
the police

all

they

jail which is conceded
conrected with it to
suitab'e for Iast

by
be very un-
them. spring at the
were con-
fined in the jail ten insane
at the time

Sometimes they raise such

people and
present there are four.
a disturbance
at night that it is impossible for any of
the other inmates of the
get any sleep their
heard for distance,
building Col. Word, the
promoter of the water company, as one
of their stations, situated in the police
square but which has
for some time has
Major Wood and
into an asylum.

It is not a very large building, but
will answer the..requirements of pres-
ent needs. Werk of remodeling his
already begun and it is expected to be
ready for occupancy within a week.

The water tank on the top will be
removed and the lumber used in fitting
up the interior which will be made
into ten compartments giving to the
inmates plenty of room. Everything
will be done to make it as comtortable
as possible. '

The building is just back of the ser-
geants’ mess in the police square and
isin close proximity to the barracks
and will have the careful supervision
of the police. An exercise ground
will be partitioned off to them so that
they will get plenty of fresh air and
exercise. Their food will be served to
them from the barracks messhouse and
carried to them.

They will have proper medical at-
tendance and everything will be done
possible to bepefft-—their mental and
physical comdition. Their remaval
from the jail into a separate . byilding

building to

and vells can be

quite a The

erected by

not heen in use

been procured by

will be converted

of theé Atlantie,

will be of grg;t.p!enehf' nat only to

themselygj but to the prisoners as wéll.

WIS T 16

paper on the matter of the enforcement‘

About the Agricultural Resoy
qt the Yukoh. ‘

Farmers Can Hoe Pom“ Befm

Breakfast and  Papn Out a old
Through the Day.

Geo. E. Wilcox, who, wnth his 'i

is in Odgen, visiting relatives, "ﬂ"‘

of themwell-to-do mining and bug
men of Dawson City, in the Klong
region. Besides being heavily intg
ed in the mining industry he hag
vested in many other business yey
in Dawson with great suecess, . Ip g
versation with a Standard reportgr
night, he said:

‘A man with energy, a sincere
sire to get along and no fastidi
regarding the character of his ¢
tion, so lopg as 1t is honorable, cay;
to Alaska and make money. [
lands in Dawson City with $50  in
pocked he will be all right for these
always someéthing to do there and ‘whi
a person may not always obtain a
tion  exactly to his taste he can
some position that will furnish hig|
with a ltving and a 'handsome g
until he can get something bette.

‘“‘In regard to those pevple who
going from Ogden and other parts
Utah in the spring for the purposs
farming I can give words of the g
est encouragement. They will
abled to make a fortune in that
try in a few years. There is alw
market there of hay, wheat and bat
and after getting these crops started!
farmers can . put in good ‘time du
the summer season in going into !
ing. Almost at any point alongf
Yukon river where farming is
enough can be made in panning {
gold to pay the running expens
the farmers for the year and the
will be all clear profit and sold
fancy price.

“‘I should advise,however, that
going from here to engage 1n agri
ture should buy their -seeds in Og
before starting. The seed harleyﬁ’
wheat should be from crops raised i
Canada or the Dakotas and Minnesots
They should be careful on this poist
because after careful experiments made
by government agricultural agentdif

was: that these seeds wereﬁ
only ones from which succesgful *
could be assured.

“‘The
entered

found

is hady
there @
oppotunities farmers. W
there are two things to be came
They are
agriculture land with favorable
climatic conditfons at a minimumdig
tance trom th¢ market so  that freight
rates will be ¢f the least amount.

“‘There dr</ now 36 steamers p]ylﬂ

on the Vukdn and all ot them are mbl
ern boats built especially for the /¥
kon service, that passenger ' ag
freight traffic are both being solved:
The trip when the navigation
season opens, be made without an
hardships and scarcely any risks mf
than that of These
boats stop at all the small settlements
where they can tie i
The first pf where farmes
will be greatly interested is at Kose
refsky or the Holy Cross Mission, maif
tained by the Sisters of St. Annpe &%
the Jesnit fathers. The gardeningsh
this point what can be done i}
the way of raising the hardier veges
tables, whenever an increasing popiés
tion will put Alaska to the test o”.
capacity or supporting life. Turuiph
radishes, lettuce, potatoes, cabm
and celery are grown with more or
success, and continuous experiﬂ&‘
are made with - different seeds. THIE
settlement is on the outer edge of &
territory which can be profitably 68
‘tributive to the Dawson market, 8
intervals all along the river from#
point to Fort Selkirk there are. M;
stretches of fine farming land eap

of raising immense crops of the

and hay.

‘‘One of - the best regions’ is olﬁ»
Stewart river, 140 miles above Dawih
and on the White river, 1o miles
the Stewart. Both have rich
bars and a double occupation is@
to the farmer."’

Mr, Wilcox leaves with his wi
an extended trip through the east
Mexico tomorrow. They will
to Dawson over the ice in March: ¢
has great faith in that country and
advice to a}l who are willing to
and endure hardships for wealth
go tbere.—Ogden (Utgh) Standerd

field of agriculture
upon in Alaska and
great for
course,
fully considered in locating.

good

SO

now,

can
ordinary travel.

along the riygr
ese places

shows
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sale at the Nugget office.
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