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“The rest of It,” he
88 the coroner has already told you,
exeept that | didn't attack Mr, Slay
ten with any murderous motive in the
directors’ room. When | reaized how
he had decelved me and accused me
faisely, 1 couldn’'t control myself. 1
etruck him, gentlemen, It was wrong,
I admit, but it was human. A man
can endure only about so much,

“l1 am gullty of some things, but
nod of the greatest thing; not of the
thing I'm on trial for now. | have
stolen and I have commiited an as
sault, For these offences i am willing
and glad to pay. Bu: not for a crime
1 swear to you 1 never even thought
of committing! Not for a crimz |
never eame within a tnousand miles
of committing!"

Hia volce, strengthening,
ring with challenge
encd,
color

continued, “is

began to
His eyes bright
Into lis cheek a I
omce more crept

back,
gazing at him with terrible eagerne

emile, a
Her

eligiily—a hopeful
smile of confidence and :rust
soul was vibrating with every word
Surely, wheny Lier boy wus speaking
truth, Heave own truth, the very
truth of truths, they must beljeve
him!

“Gentlemen,” eafd Arthur,
“this {s a1l I have to tell you
have my story. It i{s true from
to end. That night | never even
proached the bank. Had [ gone ther
1 couldn't have got in without a key

#miled

slowly,
You
end

and 1 had none. At the hour of the
murder 1 was in my room
“l know perfectly well you have

gecn and heard a tremendous mass of
testimony against me, I knuw the cir
cumstances seem ov ’:"\\(H‘“Hlﬂgl)
against me, But stil] truta is mighty
And the truth is that I am {nnccent.
*All these things you have scen'—
and he motioned to the exhibits l.u\\
lying on the attorneys' table—
only ‘plants,’ gentlemen. They fo
part of a cleverly-laid plot to vonvict
me, As there is a Heaven 1 swear to
you this Is the living truth!

“The hands I hold out to you, ap
pealing for justice, are free of human
blood! There is no guilt of murder
on them. I ask you. gentlemen. to do
me justice and to free me of this talse
and terrible charge!

“If you convict me here and now
you will be convicting an innccent
man!"

CHAPTER XVIil,

Pailid and trembling

vehemence of hic supreme appe

thur now had to face the cyuical smule
and ccldly dangerous Incigiv
Alnslow’s  cross-exary.nat.on

though his story was, mmw of five
minuteg Ainsiow had torced him inte
several contradictiore, on which the
distric: attorney diiated with telling
effect,

Before this attack Arthur's narra
tive soon was riddled, Alinglow added
to the force of his assault by making
it short. His air sald plainly

“Gentlemen, there i{s no use in v
ing your time on trivialities such
these!"

The way in which he dismissed the
boy with a “That's quite enough
thank you,” and the grim smile on nis
lips, spoke volumes.

Keene gubmitted Arthur to a few
minutes of redirect examination, with
the hope of strengthening the defenc
To this Ainslow did not even deign to
reply with any re-crossexamination.
Thig created a favorable impression

for the State, and Arthur
considerably.
Quite exhausted, Arthur stepped

down from the witness stand and re. |

cumed his seat beside hls counsc!
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+ Keone nodded raszurineiy ta him, but
| it was plain to sce the lawyer folt that
WIS Gt Lad DOt ditven the trutn of
tis story home, Arthur hadg nad hy
chance and had failed to make good.
AZAaInst  tne 1ass 0!  evioulee Cou-
| demning him his story had fallen as
1Incﬂw~n\‘e as a Dbroadside of peas
against a dreadnought

Yet Enid seemed to think the case
won. Her dark eyes, going from Ar-
thur's face to the stern, set faces of
the twelve men in whose hands now
lay her bLoy's life, no longer pieaded
They comimanded, rather, They seem-
ed to suy:

“Now you have heard the truth, set
him free!"

Keene, tired-looking and worn out,
fzilcd even to hold the attention of
tke jury in the final summing-up for
the defence. Anybody with half an
eve could see that the verdict was
already formulated in the minds of
these twelve men, and that the only
problem now re ining was:

“What degree?’

The audience
impatience Some disturbance,
two or three men tried to leave the
| room, further destroyed whatever ef-
fect Keene's words might have had
The jurors, tired out ana nungering
for nicotine, fidgeted as he addressed
them. P1 ly they were lon to
get up and stretch their lf‘ v to
‘]t-a\'v the stifling, crowded place and
| reach the comparative freedom of
the jury-room; to light tobacco, free
their tongues in discussion, and come

a

manifesting
as

began

down to the business of Life vs
' Death

| Keene, noting all this, cut his ad-
| dress shert, but threw into it all the
| power now left in him

l “Gentlemen, 1 solemniy adjure
you,” he concluded, *“not to throw
]a‘-\n_\ or jeopard a human life mere.y
because of prejudica or indolence of

thought or through circumstantial evi-
dence. Legal history is crammed with
casis of innocent men done to dea
on circumstantial evidence. Beware
of trusting to its fallac g
Here Juror Ellis \L\‘nl("' and Fc
man Crowther glanced impatient
the clock.
“Gentlemen! The
demcnstrated that my ¢
even approach the bank on the
of the crime; t he spent

pre-

evidence
fent did

not
nigat
the hours

H account for this .s\r(.\\m. k
| weald infailibly give us the real clue

| varced to

to the murderer.”

“The real clue! Aye the real
clue!” muttered fixing male-
volent eyes on Slayton under the
glare of the incandescents. I'he real
| clue! Hear, hear!"

1 Slayton, seeming to seuse his git
\lurn od fearful eyes toward the fi
little Shylock, Despite every efiort

| at self-control, the cashier was sweat-
! ing and shivering it was not
too late for Jarboe to spring a coup—

{ not yet, mot yet!
“(:erllemen " cried Keene in pero-
ration. “The defendant is innccent

\ under the law until proven guilty, You
‘umlersmnd. Not assumed guilty, but
proven! |1 solemnly call you to wit-
ness the fact that no adequaie pruof

has been adduced. You have beard
| assumption and inference, but no
| proof. All the proo! in this cas 3

1ies
| on the side of the defendant. He is
an innocent man, and I adjure you to
| acquit him I'ruth 1s mighty and will
| prevail!*®
| He finished with an assumption of
intense emotion—iercenary emotion,
wkolly unreal and quite incapable of
! touching men's hearts, even were
those men not restless and impaiieat
like the jurors. But to Enid
words were balm and manna.
cried to her:
Ivation!"”

in question in his room: and that the
| real criminal, 1y jug certain mat- |
! ters, has managed to lay the blaiic
fupcn & man innoceht as you, or yeu.
s | or 1! |
|  “Not cne scintilla of real proof ex-
i against the defendant. One of the
most  vital pieces of evidence,
white hairs feund in the victims
grasp, has never been exzpial N‘l by
| the State. No theory beea ad-

vet |

his |

that in some ecases such evidence
amounted tc a positive certainty, He
ridiculed Arthur's assertion that the
Loy could not have entered the bank.

“A criminal, gentlemen of the jury,”

sald he, “who coula show sufficlent

foresight, ski!l and coolness to cone

duct an cftalr like this—even in the UMW m
wearing of  gloves, the attempted ?

planting of evidence on a fellow-cierk,
the manner in which he brought a
ch and eat down by the bul: to
study ou: hiz plan of escape—'
i (! [ lle!" shouted Arthur
up, unable to control him-
lie, 1 tell you! I never

:lu
“A

o/w
brands Vrct wers

even—"

Grossmith pounded furiously
his gavel.

“Order! Order
commanded.

Arthur subsided under this com-
mand and Keene's vehement admoni-
tions. Presently, when guiet had been
restored, Alnslow resumed:

“Even in the manaer in which he
destroyed the pages of the ledger,
bearing records of the ‘housand-dollar
bills stolen, he showed himself a
shrewd, clever crimin He went so i
far, gentlemen, as tu put on rubbers,
lest his footprints maght betray him
He attacked and killed a feeble,
karmless and unarmed old man in the 4
discharge of his cduty. This crime, as

with

in this court!" he

ore
el cr
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1 will reconstitute it to you, proves
the defendant to have been a most '/
consclenceless, astu'es and calculating W/qu LJ’ m@ 3
murderer.” 3 ol 1
Ho Jeveled his forefinger at Arthu { i
“Most conscienceless, astute an'l —— o i
calculating.” he repeated impressively. s . ”
“And yet he and his counsel ask you @t iyt X
to believe he could—not—Lave— S St - na— 1 vo—_ 5
tered—the—back:" :|
Snapping his fingers, ke diemiesed T. 11 | |
the idea as an absurdity. One or two v b E
jurcers nodded. Lvidently the point
had gone home S,
Ainslow then tore to shreds the f-e-
ble alibl Arthur had atfempted to es-
tablish. It rested only on his own k
testimony and that of an infirm land- v e 0 T m— —
iady. none too intelligeat When the e nae s mmmsrea.
district attorney had finished with it
enly @& sorry rag remained, not “Let your verddt express your firm y gnawed at his crooked
encugh to protect Arthur for an im- { convigticn net reached in the heat of | cve 7 glewn.ng !
ctant from the chill winds of Fate | argament and & e, hut « ¥, de.{ W) time for Lim to speak. At
now blowing kecn against his de- | liherately and dispassionstely. in & moment, on the yverge of Fate,
fencelegzness. spirit of complote. impartial and im- | what mighi ne not stili do?
The approving public smiled and ville fuatice | knid, trembling ol nid b
nodded, iooking hate, =corn znd “Gentlemen. you will now retire face in loth hands and shuddered
! yengeance against the boy Slayton, | far aeiineration.” t her father's breast. Tke old
blue abcut the mouth, kept a stony The jurv. thns dizmissed. withdraw, | nan soc Iy Qrew nis aram avout
jmpassiveness. Old Jarboe rubbed his | taking with them the grim exbibita. | ner, patting her shouller as if ske had
hands and chuckled. Chamberlain sat | relics of the erime. Arthur, with one | been only a little cmild
ness. To his arm clung Enid. With | lagt Jook et Enid, was led away by | The cierk coughed slightly.
all her to'\fhle‘lu and hope now torn | two officers to his cell, there to suffer | “Gentlemen of the ju said he,
wide-eyved d anguished, she |the racking torments of suspense “kave you rezched a verdict?”
ed tiNs ‘man nslow murdering | apezuish bevond all words—anguish Crowtner nodaed as he stood up.
ner boy's bopes as if he had been dip- | which Enid. too was destined o er | “We have,” he ar ered in a tense,
s hanas in Arthur’'s biood. dare. waiting vich her father in Gro | hoarse volee.
vou, gentlemen of the Jl“”' smith's private chambers as the | ‘Ihe pause that followed, though but
for justice, conclude slow. “Not ! jyqge's guest a secend, d an etern to Enid
vengeance, but impartial, even-handed | tne zudience now thinred out: the L ond :.‘1“1
| justice. You have the facts. Tue¥ | corrig emptied themseves: the re- |  Arthu red at the foreman with
there erect and grim, stoic in his cool- | pmu s.und artists tcok themselves | pale and terrible intensity. both hands
are absolutely conclusive. We are not | o work their materiai into sbape. | wed, jaw set hard. holding him-
persecuting this man. We are werely } A lew g s still lingered wearily | self together by sheer e of will.
protecting scciety We are impar- he . determined ® make | Uld Chamberlala’s arm tightened
Ily meting out that which should | 4y g1y night session of it if need were. | about his daugbter. .. rigid tension
_must be meted out : || g these was old Jarboe. | » he!d the room
Fiat justitia, ruat cocium: _“"‘_1 Fucuga sSlayton had departed. obvi-
’“;“"“".'3 be done, though the heavens | ,uqo guite at the end of ell his
alll i }allungi:\ the uncieal usuuuul bird faces
1.¢ kept a .:l~x ‘. ! pres sai ¢ DUz ce : tiless and
lence, louking Li€ ' t 10 himsesi. Lrooding. poadering sienced
ool | aained on watch, Ominousend
the impera- } o ke waited i
] be sat vhat meant that glitter in cye? fore-
lown. Gis work at ““ ane. ‘»‘“l p & ! What was the old man thinking now? tind
(:x~.~).'.!_|n- cavel. Lackeld by * | What was ke p ing? n the
availalle court officers, hardly | Nine oclock came and weat,
than saificed 1o Gueli the “”"“" €. lten, and eleven. Still no verdiet for a
V.hen he hed restored order, Gros- | “\Ghg: way taking place there inside | second guitted Crowther His
smith fized Lis epectacied guze on | that locked dour oi inviolable secre®? | lips moved htly le seemed pre-
Jur., and-hnEan lell.ering I""“"""'j‘ i Wwhnat vaitles of circumstantial evi- | paring to speak. On b ayton
I.l" dwelt @t scme on  t3€ 1 qeuce, of reusnnable doubt, of mercy, | tixed a gaze of shrink appealing
natura 60 v direct | o' peejudics, ©F Vodictveness were | which the o. wd mnot
and cirenmsta ¢ L€ | heng fought ou: thre wth btter ar |
varings :hw_r.w--, of muraer 1 Samunt amid  te co-emoke, u\zuml | (o He Lontinued)
"I"‘,' (e i :'\‘" "‘, {l"“, nonca. | Words, the waving of iists, and all the | ————————
duty covered a he neces- | .. o, Siaee , va | -
&Y 1A Jav.. he ended with l HIGBC. VAOISY DASKIONE OF MM 10 Nitite As Effective as Tanks.
g , | of principie and strong determination? |
You have now heard all the ov 5 o | Sa N LA " ey
dence wrn and contra. On this, and | What ballots bad oeen taken and | OFrus, the fouiies GF A l'“‘uﬂ‘
on nathirg else whatever. you must ]‘\',u-L being taken?” llu»“»\;m the tide | empire, ‘.My {nto practice the
ring in your verdiet Kemembver, | of €0 nrlul turning? None outside | ldea of equtii fll: tie woou d-unl*"l'nl
centlemen. vou ean 4cquit or you can ‘\ none migat ever know any but | ton r‘.n-n ul .xu.uuj LHewans : an
canviet af mare in tue firs., second, | : , vital, crucial thing—tone } rgyptiuns  with  sharp seyiie ll:\c
! or *hird degree. | verdict knives, ‘Ihese were fasteped to the
“Kemember also degree in- I'hus passed the hours of that night  body and wheels of chariots, und
vnlies nremeditian- an act done in anguisning, soul-destroying hours, !effective in arging anobg massed
cold Llood withcut the extenuation ot Lours (' agony lur Lnid und the voy. | troops. 1
self-defence or sndden passion. Take | Lours of turmens | In the middle ages tic modest
this intn ransideration in yonr ver- | And suddeniy, st eleven fortv-twa, | knived caariot was tiansformed into
dier. and alsn the fact that the evi- | word came out of that sealed place— !, movable tower, covere with sur
denes 1s nlmost whally eircumstantial, | Word cf decisiou—word of terrible | face armor. affording protgction to men
| hope aud fear-——word of sup | ine!de. These were mounte! during a
= = e | Slon We have reached | steze over the moats surrcunding cag
Interest and excilement quickly re-jyjcs Frem them a platform was let
vived, The openches Dbegan 1o 1ill , down on the top of the wall o)
THIS IS THE AD. OF THE I'he opposing lawyers reiura- | garved ag a bridge for the at
telepuone messages began L0 | tro0uE
ra crowds ¢i gvectators and report- . RRTRE= pap S S
rs, each LOwspaperman eager to get Tommy—Pep, what do w» neg
the verdict first w hix own walting | a woman of uncertain ag Tom
L A buzz o wum of life once | Pop—A woman of uncer'ain age. my
TH: "Ous: or PuNI’Y filled tLe co dors and the sad i con, {8 one who doesn't lke it {f we
of hum hops and fears. | ton't remember her Dbirthday, aund
AND THE wow entered. Grimly and | qoesn't llke it If we do

They |

{ Her spirits had quickly revived
| under their stimuius; and now she
could almost ftind bheart to smile !
lhruugh all her grie: and fear,

Again her eycs met Arthur's, The |
| boy's lips silently formed t)ree
words

“l am f{nnocent!"

Hers answered:

“l know It!"

And their look, each at each,

pledged fa!th and trust and love
whatever joy or p:xln still awalted its
! fultiiment, even “the sarrow Gates of

| Darkness through.”
| Alnslow now rose to sum up for
the State. This he did with less than

his usual energy. His voice, look and
manner all asked with supremely el-
fective art:

“Why waste strength on a
already won?”

Clearly, but with rather perfunctory
brevity, he restated tle facts already

case

T

made known and provea. He admit-
ted the circumstantial character of
most of the evidence, but remarked

in |

tne filed

knowing the secrot of

twelve men into

he

n from his chambers, still
robed and avely impassive,

Caamoberla supported Enid, who
clung to hig arm, piainly on the rogged
edge of collapse. He r pallor was
extreme. hier dark ewes were
undershadowed by rie that seemed
Lruises un toe wiite flesh

Now Arthur appenred, led in by two
officers as the jJurymen and judge sat

smith came !
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and Children travelling | | cown. He, too. wus very pale; but
| his eyes loked bravely ato the girl,
RIAS ARE OPEN | and on his bloodless lips a smile man-

aged to hold iteell—a smiie she tried
to give him back, snd failed.
Arthur sat down near
guard on cither hand. The clerk of
the court, who hud eutered before
| Grossmith and had been fumbling
over =ome lose papers, turned toward
| the jury-box, he fixed his eyes on
the face of Crowther, foreman of the
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