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Hos. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT.—Ii
was not the Bill to which he referred, but the esiling
out of the Militia.

Mr. BRECKEN. — Then let it be the Militia
snd not the Bill and what followed?  Simply that the
Bill was brodght in to prop up this “tom-foolery.”
Buch dread of results was unworthy of the hon. Leader
of the Government. Why did he wot come forward in
his strength as in former days, aad take the Bill upon
his shoul%ers and stand or fali by it. He (Mr. B.)
zaally felt for the hon. Attorney General in the tiying
goaition in which he was placed, deserted as he was by

is eollesgues, but he must endure i, and stand by
‘the measure which he bad introduced.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD observed that the hon. member
for Charlottetown seemed to take great delight in &

ing the term *‘composite” io the Government. He
(Mr. L.) lately repd i the newspapers of s new
gleamer which had arrived here that was counstructed
on the *‘composite’’ principle and classed for 14 years.
If the Government of which he was s member stood for
14 years he believed he would be tired of it. The bon.
Attorney General when he introduced the Bill had dis-
tinctly stated that he was not prepared to angport all the
clauses it contained. It was well known that the Act
whieh it was intended $o amend was introduced last
session, and we should now give those same geatlemen
who brought forwurd the measure at first an oppor-
tunity to rectify their defective legislation. :

Mr. RRECKEN doubted whether the composite
Government would hold together for fourteen years,
as Mr. Laird had hinted. He thought that if they had
gome heads of departments to deal with, and the
Leader of the Government were to treat a Bill as this
one had been, the members of the Executive
Council would soon be brought to book. Was it possible
that a question of this nature could be so ireated? That
a Bill which took 2500 men from their custowary
employments a part of their time—that summoned
gvery person from 16 to 40 years of age to attend drili
—ghould be promounced by the hon. Leader of the
Goveroment a piece of ¢ tom-foolery ?° Why
then was it brought in? He did hope that the mea-
sure would turn out to be something better than the
‘name it had received, and that it wounld obtain the
support of the Governmens. Let them take hold of
it now, He did not wish to see the days and scenes
of the past revived. He did not desire to see what
took place when poer Clark was brought to task. He
did not ask for anything of the kind. It would be
quite contrary to his wishes; but he thought the
Government should take hold of the measure.

Dr. JENKINS believed the clamse before t'hev

House related to the exemption of Volanteers from
statute labor, and he was prepared to support it.
When men were called out against their will, they
never entered into the spirit of the drill. But if they
went into it cheerfully, they wounld become betier
soldiers. He held in his hand a petition from the
Firemen of Charlottetown, praying for like exemption.

Mr. HOWAT would give his support to the amend-
ment. The hon. Attorney General seemed to complain
that we would not exempt the Voluntcers from bur-
dens imposed upon other people. He was going to
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draw the Volunteers into the service with kinduess.
Then if oze of these same Volunteers wished o be
made a Censtable, there was the fact of his being s -
Volunteer to exclude him from that appointment, or
any other public duty which others gad to "bear?
Some hon. members referred to him a8 the third mew-
ber for Charloitetown; but certain men . in the city
seewed {0 cleim more privileges than they were en-
titled to. He boped to see the day when persons from
the country would exercise more power in this House
than they did now. : ' '
- Hon LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION asked

if the hon. member meant Mr. Callbeck ?

Mr. HOWAT meant the hon. Lieader of the Oppo-
sition among the rest. Hs hoped, however, tc see
the time when men from the country would do their
duty, and not allow means to be used to force Con-
federntion upon the people.

Hon LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION wished
we were into Confederation. '

Mr. HOWAT said we were not to be frightened,
or bribed into it, which he believed was attempted to
be done. Nor were we going (0 put military service
upon the people until they were aware of it.

Mr, PROWSE remarked that no doubt the Home
Government wished us to go into Confederation, and
would like to see the whole military force of the Col-
onies put together. I we wished to avoid this, we
would have to give due attention to our military de- .
fences. He did not see how we could treat this Bill
lightly, in the face of the telegram which he had just
taken from the Reporter’s desk.-—* Earl Derby says
the Government will not make public the real history
of the recent Fenian uprising, on aceount of appre-
hended trouble with ecertain Foreign Governments
which are involved in the plot.” "When hon. members
considered this announcement, he did not think they
would say that it was a maiter of indifference whether
we gave attention or not to military preparations.
He believed that if trouble should arise, the Home
Government would justly compel us to go into Confed-
eration from a military pecessity, if in these matters
we did not do our duty. He would not give the Vol-
unteers more privileges than the Militia. He under-
stood that the Bill was similar to the Act in operation
in Nova Scotia, and if they, who were going inte
Confedevation, gave such attention to these duties,
surely we who were not going into it, should be pre-
pared to keep ourselves out of trouble. He woald
heartily support the Bill.

Hon. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT thooght
that if the Volunteers were to throw up their arms every
time they took offence at semething, there was not mnch
d_eiendenne to be placed in them, He would like them
to know more sbout the duty they owed to their superior
officers, He did not hesitate to say again that in so far
as the present manner of calling out the Militia was
coneerned, it was nothing but o piece of ** tomfoolery.”
When called ont and put throngh the drill, what was the
resnlt? A few might have learned to wheel a little bet-
ter than the others, but the bulk of them paid very litlle
attention to the drill, and were none the better gunalified
for the discharge of military duties; and he wonld stili
say that it was wrong to be calling out the Militin for

ten or fifteen daye, when the people could ill afford to



